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j^iMID the nnniber of topographical a«(l 
hiNtoi'ical works anruially issuiug" from the 
press, none has hitherto beeirfuuiuJ to ilUis- 
trate the peculiarities of the ancient towu 
of Bridlington : to >supply, in some measure, 
this surprising deficiency, which has long" 
riuiiained a cause of general regret, thefol- 
lowini^" sketches have been undertaken ; 
M^ith what success, the public has i\ow t9 
determine. 

The mode of arrangement may perhaps 
demand apology ; some of the subjects ap- 
pearing to be treated with unnecessary 
prolixity, and others with censurable brevi- 
ty. To the former is owing the ground of 
the latter charge. The volume, from the 
first formation of the design, was limited in 
extent •: and has been sent to the press sheet 
by sheet, and in many instances l>age by 
page, as it was written; by which any alte- 
ration in the original arrangpuient wj^s er^f 
jtirely precluded. 



tv 

Tfce writer's iiifention was to stielter 
himself in obscurity by an anonymous pub- 
lication ; but, having deemed it advisable 
not to distract the reader^s attention by a 
continual recurrence to authorities, he ha» 
become obliged to render hitnself fesponsi*' 
ble for the authenticity of the facts records 
cd. In addition to the information glean- 
ed from local and general histories during' 
the last twelve years, he has to acknow- 
ledge obligation to several gentlemen for 
valuable and interesting communications. 

On the success of the present volume 
inay probably depend ihe publication of a 
future and much-extended work, intended 
to embrace a circuit of sixteen or eighteen 
miles of the neighbourhood ; — this will,'' 
however, be a work of years. 

The volume now before the reader, in- 
tended to desseminate facts not generally 
known and to preserve others that are ia 
danger of being irrecoverably lost, i» pre- 
sented with a degree of humility which 
will l)lunt the sting of criticism^ 

Byidlttigton^ June U^ 1821. 
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jSLt that memorable period in which th* 
Romans invaded Britain, that portion ot the 
island of which Yorkshire now forms a part« 
was inhabited by the Brig^nntes, one of the 
most warlike and powerful of its tribes. 
The determined bravery of this people, 
who, well acquainted M'ith the strong-holds 
and fastnesses of their country, carried on t* 
desultory and destructive warfare, so effec- 
tually checked the gigantic stride of Roman 
power, that not until the eightieth year of 
the Christian era were the latter enabled to 
bring them under subjection. But they 
could not longer withstand the superior 
I^nowledge and discipline of the Romaa 
troops,and were finally subdued by Agricola, 
who maintained and extended his roiv^iestt 
by forming encampments and establishing 
posts and stations wherever success had at- 



tended liis arms. This enlightened general , 
however, more eiFectually preserved his su- 
periority by his humane and judicious treat- 
ment of the conquered, giving" them new 
laws and regulations, and introducing a^ 
mong them the arts and advantages of civi-^ 
lizaliun. 

In the erection of maritime garrisons 
for the protection of the coast, we can- 
not for a moment imagine that a bay so ex- 
tensive and convenient as that of Bridling-^ 
ton would be overlooked; and accordingly 
we find the station Gabrantovicorum 
seated on its shore. This station has doubt- 
less been southward of the present town, 
find in all probability near the mouth of the 
stream atpreseut denominated the Gipsies. 
The remains of Valiums, fosses, and other 
characteristics, which so accurately deter-^ 
mine the sites of inland stations, have here 
long ago been swallowed by the ocean; but 
we are pointed to the situation in which it 
•tood by the direction of a road which bears, 
and has borne from high antiquity, the 
name of Forly-fooL 

Some writers have placed the station at 
Sewerby, others at Flamborough, but both 
without sufficient authority: in neither place 
c^ttld the Romans have found that supply 6jf. 



wat«r wliicli they were careful not to over- 
look in the formation of their encampment*. 
That a post of observation would be erect- 
ed on Plani borough- head, the OcELLuM 
Promo'ntortu31 of Ptolemy, and the Bri- 
gantumExtrema of Richard of Cirences- 
ter, is not to be doubted; *but that a station, 
or in other words, a /ow;n,* should be there 
established is not altogether so probable, 
because the cold would b^ so extreme as 
to render their hiherna^ or winter quarters, 
untenable,and because Gahraniovivorum wa<» 
a sea-porf, Ptolemy stiling it Portuosus 
Sinus wl salutaris. 

. • • • 

The mention here made of the Ocelluffh 
Promonf or ium may differ so widely from the 
generally-received opinion of the situation 
of that celebrated promontory, as to demand 
some degree of proof. An anonymous, but 
Tery intelligent writer, offers the following, 
donvincing arguments: "The earliest Geo- 
grapihical description of the coast which is 
now the Eastern boundary of Yorkshire, 
was made by Ptolemy, the Alexandrian 
Geographer frojm an actual survey, about 



*Tfae Stations here in Engiaad were stroiig fortiiicattoB^ 
of no gpreat extent j adjoining to which were usually other 
^tiiidint^j, forming a sort of town, to which the siatioa iMgi If 
tht oaitur^of a eitad«L<— KjiFiy, ^ 



^ Century after the Christian i£ra> and in 
his map we have only four names laid down 
an that const, Uunus Sinus; Portuosus Si- 
nus, or Sinus Felix vel Salutaris, in iJrit- 
ish, Suifbay, where we have now tlie town 
Suerby; Ocellum Promontorium; and the 
river A bos; these are the only places noted ^ 
in the first map of Britain, within the limitt 
of the present coast of Yorkshire. The two 
first were Ports connected by British and 
afterwards Roman roads, with the interior 
of the Island; and the namesr of all the places 
are either compounds of British and Roman, 
or British names expressed by their syno- 
nymes in ihe Roman language. — Ptolemy 
would enquire the British name of the place 
he intended to lay down in his uiap»aud {(ive 
it a Grecian synonyme. Richard of Ciren- 
cester became acquainted with a Roman 
map, in which a Roman termination is gi- 
ven to British names, hence we have Du^ 
^m and OteUum. The latter name belongs 
evidently to some part of the coast under 
our present observation, and has been given 
to the Ness of the low country which formji 
Che sule of the Humber mouth. The point 
of low land now called the Spurn, wa» 
named by the respectable historian of Yort, 
the OceUmn Promontorium of P tolemy . It 
it not very probable that any Geographer 
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tfboukl pass such a remarkable promontory 
as that now called Flamboroagh Head with- 
out notice/and give a name not appropriate. 
to li point of laud not distinguished farther 
than aft the entrance of a river. The 
Spurn is certainly not a promontory, and 
the attem|>t to make that name synonymoutf^ 

with Ocellum is very futile. 

♦ 

Mountainous ridges,or elevation* in distinct 
hills, were named by the ancient, perhaps 
earliest, inhabitants, Uchely Ochel^ Uxel^ 
names expressive of Height; and in the- 
maps of Ptolemy and Richard of Cirences- 
ter, we have those names Romanised, re- 
peatedly applied to different elevated situa-* 
tions, and no other; we can therefore scarce- 
ly doubt that the name given by the native*, 
to the elevated white cliffs of this project- 
ing ridge of the wolds, was Ochel, whick 
Ptolemy and the Geographer of Richard*t 
map made Ocellum, and added Promom- 

TOKIUM." 

Assuming, therefore, the Ocellum Pr0^ 
Monforucittof the ancients to be the Flam- 
b^rough^head of the moderns, we must 
lopk . for some distinguishing remains in 
i^pport of this assumption; and these we 
find in a ravine, deep and extensive, stret^v 
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ing from the southern, in a direction to« 
wards the northern shore, for a distance 4^ 
two nnles, thus in some measure insulatin|g^ 
the promontory. The hollow itself is th# 
work of nature, but has received the assis« 
tance of art, the eastern side being* in som« 
places formed into salient angles,and crown- 
ed with an immense vallum or earth-work, 
which bids defiance even to the destroying 
band of cultivation. This noble line of de* 
fence,by the chronicler Tradition ascribed to 
the Danes, is more probably the productiou 
of Roman skill and in^iustry. During the 
earlier conquests of the Romaus,the lirigan- 
tjan revolts were frequent and formidable; 
the conquerors would therefore need a der- 
aier resort for a protection against the at- 
tacks of the infuriated Britons, and adv4in- 
tage would certainly be taken of thai ac» 
eommodatiou which the place under consi- 
deration was so admirably adapted to affocd. 
But these revolts ever ended in defeat^ 
And defeat naturally deadened the spirit of 
i^esidtance ; so that after many ineffectual 
struggles for the preservation of their liber- 
ties, the Britons were compelled to acknow*^ 
ledge the sovereignty of Kome, and from 
that moment their character, as a peoplet 
became completely changed. The sava^ 
grandeur of the warrior was lost in the sob- 



mi&sive deportment of the dependent, ^nd 
the ferocious scenes of war were succeeded 
by the embellishments of peace. The Ro- 
mans, assured of permanent tranquillity, ap« 
plied themselves to the improvement of the 
ways, '^raising those that were moist and 
•layey with stones and high banks; clearing 
those that were rough and overrun with 
briarfi,and throwing bridges over impassable 
mens; cutting shorter ways where they 
were of an unnecessary length ; where they 
went up steep hills carrying them over 
easier ground," and levelling all their in- 
equalities. Constantine the Great after- 
awards divided the island into three paits or 
principalities, the largest of which, MLaximia 
or Flavia CmsariensiSf had £boracum, or 
York, for its capital. 

. Thevestigesof a military way from Gm- 
Iwantovicoram to that place are «ti\i very 
spparent: the inhabitants of this part of th«» 
wolds donMiiinatte the villages beyond Lang- 
toft, in the directions of Malton and York, 
street^tanms, and the way, dikes. Thi» 
way, rutming by Rudston, Borough-house, 
Sledmere, and Friday thorpe, to Derventio, 
now 8tanrford-bridge, would cross that from 
Malton to Londesbrouirh,near Friday thorpe; 
\md as the Romans, rather than nmitiply 
'their roads, chose to make a small circuit 



Hi order to arrive at one already made^ we 
may reasonably conclude that the way from 
6abrantovicorum to Camulodunum was in 
this direction. 

Another way proceeded from Bridlington; 
by Carnaby, Burton-Agnes, and Driffield^ 
to Londesbrougb, the Delgovitia of the* 
Itinerary: that this was of the principal^ 
or military class may be inferred from the 
importance of the two stations, and from 
the discovery of Roman mile-stones on its 
site.* For the discovery of these valuabU 
remnants of antiquity we are indebted to 
the research of the anonymous writer pre- 
viously quoted, who. observer, "where Ro- 
man Milliary Stones exist we cannot hesi- 
tate to say that the road has had a Roman 
origin, but I do not know that they exist 
any where in this district except at Camaby, 
Burtoo-Agnes, and Ruston-Parvai , The 
stones at those places correspond exactly 
with the description given by Gen. Roy/' 

* 

The coast of Holderness being every 
where accessible, and affording the greatest 
facility of invasion, would require a chain 



*Th«re have been considerable militarj ways in Britain ea 
«r%ie)i no Iter lutf proceeded.^— Govwi'a Campeh, 



»f fortresses to protect the cpuntry from 
hostile attacks^ and these fortresses would 
be coaiiected by roads» not vicinal, but mU 
litary, in order that supplies aii£^ht be for-^' 
warded with the greatest possible despatch. 
Pr€etoriumf now Patrington, would b« 
the S9feguard of the coontry to Petuaria^ 
at Hessle or at Brou^h, on the Humber/ 
skod to Aldboroughy on the sea-c*Orist: — se* 
Yeral writers have indeed assigned to the 
latter place, the honours of Proetorium, but 
Patrington appears better to agree with th« 
distances laid down in the Itinerary of An* ' 
tonine. Connected with Aldborough was 
Skip$ea- Kroogh — at which place are the * 
vestiges of military woiiis of most formt- ' 
dabie aspect — and Gabrantovicomm^whicii' 
completed the protecting line. 

< On the northern coast the saiae necessity ^ 
of precaution did not altogether exifst ; the 
phore presented, for a great portion . of its^ * 
es.tent, a most formidable barrier to inva* 
sion, and only in particttkir bays was a land- 
ing practicable; the principal of tiiese were, 
Filey, Scarborough^ Robin- Mood's Bay, 
and Dunsley, which last was the site of the 
stntion Dunns tSinus; apd we need not scru* 
pie to affiitii that at each of the others « 
fortiftcatioa wis erected. Th» 0ommnni4e^ 
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tiim wai )>robably not more tbmn vicihtl, 
and we are certain that from Filey a road of 
this description proceeded by Flotmanby; 
Fiixton, and HesIertoD^ to Camnlodunum^ 
mr Malton. 

The Romans after enjoying uninterrupt- 
ed possessioii of Britain for more thi^a 
two 'centuries, had their tranquillity bro- 
ken about the close of the third, by the 
wandering tribes of Saxony, who made oc-. 
o^sional descents oh the eastern shores; 
these descents soon increased in number and 
importance, and were shortly aggravated . 
by the predatory irruptions of the »^€ots and 

Plots on the western sea and on the north. ' 

•I 

At first the assailants were easily repel- 
led ; bat afterwards, when * the flower of * 
British youth was drawn on the continent 
td assist in the expulsion of the barbarians 
wliose hordes began to overrun the Roman 
einpire, the Scots and Picts, taking advan- . 
tage of the opportunity thus offered, made^ 
such successful inroads as shook the Ro«<* 
man power in Britain to its basis. Th«: 
affairs of the Empire became so desperate v 
that the Romans were under the necessity : 
of recalling the whole of the legionary .1 
troops from Britain, which their vigilant 
neighbours regarded as the signal for x%^ 
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iiewa^l aftsaults, insomuch that the Britoi^, 
deserted by those whom they had consider- 
ed as protectors, were reduced to the g^reat- 
est extremity, and the few Romans who 
remained, became so alarmed as to burj 
their treasures and retife to the continent, 
kidding* a final adieu to the island in the 
year 440. 

About this period the Picts and Scots, 
by waging war in common, took possession 
of the whole country from the Humber, 
northward; their triumph, however, was of 
sfiort duration, the newly-acqnired territory 
being' wrenched from their grasp by a hand 
more gigantic and powerful than their owik 

. Incessantly harrassed and insulted, and 
unable to cope with their enterprising ad- 
versaries, the exhausted Britons determined 
^u calling* to their assistance those very 
Saxons who had so often infested their 
shores, and of wjhose prowess they had rc- 
ceived the most convincing proofs. The 
Saxons readily accepted the invitation, and 
ti considerable body arrived under the comr 
nrnnd o.i liengist and Horsa; the northern 
marauders were expelled, but the circum* 
stance proved of no advantage to the Bri- 
tfM; for their silies, riewing at once th# 
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i^rtflity of the country and the wetiknets #f 
its inhabitants, assumed the manueirs of con- 
queiorsy and eventually became the sole 
rulers of the island; and so early had tbejr 
begun their operations that in the year 459 
all the country north of the H umber was 
lubjected to their dominion. 

When the views of this people became 
too apparent to be misunderstood, the Bri- 
tons, til raged at the perfidy of the usurpers 
and nerved by despair, turned on their 
treacherous allies, and,notwithstanding these 
could not be expelled, offered such an effec^ 
tual resistance for nearly a century, thkt 
notamtil the landing of Ida, in A.D. 547^ 
could the Northumbrian Saxons be said to 
have subfiued the northern portion of Bri- 
tain. This great Prince, a lineal descendant 
of Woden, ^'just, humaue, and generous in 
all his actions, brave, active, and invincible 
in war,'' landed at Fiamborough, attended 
by his twelve sons, and a host of Angles, 
his countrymen, with a fleet of forty ships.* 
This reinforcement was joyfully receiv- 
ed, and proved so powe^ul, that after many 
well -contested < ngagenlients the whole of 



^Uapin aiid Turner have here been ibliowed, thougfh Rider 
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iKorthaiAbf ift sdbmitted to tfie Sa^on itrtm 
and Ida was declared king' of the conquer^ 
ed territory: — during his litetime Northum- 
bria was divided into two kingdoms; Deira, 
comprehending all the country from tb« 
Humber to the Tees; and SerniciayextemU 
ing from the Tees to tlie FriU) of Forth; 
ov«r both of which Ida retained the sove- 
ceignty until his death, which ha{>peDeil 
ID 559. He was succeeded in the kingdom 
-of Bernicia by Adda, his son. 

Immediately on the death of Ida, iSlIa, 
another powerful prince of Saxony, like- 
wise descended from Woden, assumed the 
reins of government in Deira, which he 
beld during a period of twenty -eight year«> 
dying in 588. From this period the Saxon 
Chronology presents nothing but a series of 
the most sanguinary contentions amongst 
the northern Princes, until about the year 
665, when Oswy became sole monarch of 
Northumberlan<L 

The conquest of the island by the Anglo^ 
Saxons had been completed in 584, by an 
firmament the most powerful whirh had e- 
ver left the shores of >^axoiiy : tliis expedition 
was commanded l)y Crida, a leader who had 
the good fortune entirely to irtspossess the 
Britons, compelling them to flee for refuge 
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to the motlhtains of Cambm; so that from 
this period the Saxons had the entire pos- 
session of that part of the island now called 
Engla^id. rhis conquest produced an en- 
tirei-evolution in the order of things: places 
lately occupied by the Britons, were pos- 
sessed by strangers; the situations which 
the Romans had built 6r fortified were al- 
ways selected as fortresses, and generally 
received the name or addition of Burg ; a 
new nomenclature was given to the towns 
and provinces; a different form of govern- 
ment was every where administered, and 
little remained, except the face of the coun* 
try, to mark the former state of Britain. 

Oswy was succeeded by his son Ecgfrid, 
who, being killed in 685, was followed by 
Aldfrid, another of the sons of Oswy. The 
days of this amiable prince were spent in 
peaoi\, devoted to piety, literature, and the 
artk, 'Ax\A ended in 705. He died, and was 
interred, at Little Driffield ; which has in- 
duced the bel^ief that that place was a resi- 
dence ,6f the kings of Northuihbria. "< 

;But peace appears not to have suited tl|e 
,tcmperainent* and. constitution of the Sax- 
, ons.; borii aiid nurtured ia warfare, to theni 
. a stQ-te^pf inactivity seemed the worst to 
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yrhich they could be exposed; so that tiistor / 
for upwards of eighty years from tbc» demise 
of Aldfrid, has nothing to record but an 
unbroken thread of feuds and contebtions. 

Disiiaininu'' Peace the savage warrior stood, / 
Inured to arms, and prodii^^ul of blood; 
His fiery eye unmoistened by a tear; 
The death-shriek music to bis ntgj^ed ear; 
Mo transient smiles hi» feelings eVr betrayed/ 
Bat frown» perpetual o'er his featurc!$ plaved. 

After this the Saxons received a fresh sti- 
mulus to enterprise in the iiitroductiofiof a 
people more cruel and not less hardy than 
themselves. The pirates of Scandinavia, who 
had lonj^ hifested the hyperborean seasjand-' 
ed on the shores of Northunvbria in 793, 
and, after ravaging the country to a small 
extent, retired with a booty sufficient to 
excite their rapacious coiintry men to renew- 
ed incurMons; which, destined more for 
plunder than for conquest, were confined to 
the sea-coast, and Were so transitory, that 
the work of devastation was compteteu and 
the plunderers safety re-embar;ed, before 
a sufficient force could be collected to oflec 
a repulse. Descents of this nature, under- 
taken for individual rather than for nation* 
al benefit, rendered all manner of treaty 
unavailing, and were the more alarming, 
. as a constant exercise of the strictest vigi* 
lance was every wh(^re required, the island 
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heiog on all tides exposed to invasion r«n4 
so numerous were the bands of these north'* 
^U spoilers that 

*^Xhe Danish Rav«ii, Ivrdl by annval prey, 
Haui( o*er the land incessant. FJeet on Utfet 
OfbarbaroustvranU ODremittinp^ tore 
The miserable coast : before thcni slaik*d^ 
Far seen, the Demon ofaevouring Flame^ 
Rapine and Murder, atl with blood besmcai'd^ 
Without or ear, or eye, or feeling heart ; 
Ubiie ck>se be bind them miifcbed the sall|>w P<»wec 
Or desolating I* amine, who delights 
In grass-growD citres, and in desert fields.'* 

Flushed with success and enriched by 
tlie spoils of tlie coast, the Danes began to 
direct their attention to the entire subjuga- 
lion of the. island ; and the kingdom of 
Northimiberland, then %€Ha by intestine 
broils, appeared an easy and almost unresist- 
ing prey. With this view a considerable 
army under the command of Inguar, the 
Danish monarch, landed about the close of 
the year 866 in the country of the East- 
Angles, and having made peace with the 
inhabitants, passed the winter in their ter- 
ritories. Early in the ensuing spring, In- 
guar, crossing the H umber with his forces* 
advanced without interruption to York, and 
after defeating the English army under 
Osbert, marched his victorious troops into 
that city; here he was spe^ dily attacked by 
KlU^ at th^ head oi' another army of the 
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£nglisht which he also put to the rout. 
The work of desolation immediately com. 
tnenced, the sword and the firebrand being 
indiscriminately v.ieli»ed in the butchery of 
the people and in the destruction, of their 
dwellingii; and, in conformity with the bar^ 
barons policy of the times, the southern part 
of the province was reduced toone unvaried 
mass of ruin and devastation. The depo- 
pulation of the northern part, was effected 
a few years afterwards by the arrival of 
Halfdene and his followers, in the Tyne, 
whose steps^ wherever planted, were mark- 
ed with blood. So decisive were these 
terrible visitations, and so early and thickly 
wa9 the country colonised by Danish set- 
tlers, that Northumbria henceforth became 
a Danish kingdom. 

To the soil of Northumbria turbulence 
and faction appear to have been indigenous; 
for whilst this kingdom had nothing to fear 
from the southern states, each being suf* 
ficientiy enga^red in repelling the incessant 
attacks of the northern scourgers, anarchy, 
confusion, rapine, and bloodshed, preyed on 
its vitals. The triumphant genius of Alfred 
the Great availed itself of these dissuntioQS 
to bring this, along with Bast-Angiia, ano- 
ther Danish kingdom, under aubordiuation.. 
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This truly great prince, after cxpenencingf 
every vicissitude of defeat and conquest, 
. i^quipped a fleet consisting of vessels supe- 
rior in strength and magnitude to those of 
Denmark, which, being stationed \u the 
inpst advantageous situatioiis, pursued and 
defeated these piratical ravVigers wherever 
they meditated a descent. During the lat- 
ter part of Alfred's reign, Northumbria ex- 
perienced a calm to which it had long been 
a stranger, but it was that sullen calm which 
is inspired by hatred and which determines 
at some future period to be revenged for 
the restraint which has beeit imposed: with 
tliis^ feeling the inhabitants, on the de^ th 
^fthat potent motiarch, denied their tille- 
giance to his successor, and the district was 
again deluged with blood for upwards 6f 
twenty years, when the ascendancy which 
had been wrested from Edward was regain- 
ed by the valour and good conduct of Athel- 
stane. In thisi Prince's reign, Anlaf, a 
Danish noble, and Consttmtine, king of 
Scotland, in league with several of thie 
Welch princes, and the petty kings of Ire- 
'land, entered the Humber with a fleet of 
more than 600 vessels, and marching their 
forces northward, suffered a total defeat iu 
an engagement with the English army, 
■ Three years after this event, which occur* 
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red in 088, Athelstane died, from which 
time North imihria was alternately engaged 
in revolt and submission, until the rei<fn of 
Edred, when, havintr thrice rebelled afygjinst 
that nionarch, he divested the king-dom of 
its royalty, placed garrisons in the princi- 
pal towns, and created Osulph, an English 
nobleman, ear/ of Northumberland. A. 13 .953. 

Tosti, the ninth earl, Fiaving by excessive 
cruelty rendered himself odious, was expel- 
led from his government in 10^4 by a gene- 
ral insurrection in Northumbria, aud Mob- 
car, the most powerful noble in the north, 
elected his successor. Edward the Con- 
fessor, who then filled the throne, dispatched 
an army under the commaml of Harold, 
brother of Tosti, to chastise the insurgents; 
but was induced to confirm the election, on 
the affecting representation of the injustice 
and oppression which had been exercised|« 
Tosti sought refuge in the court of Flai^ 
ders, and on Harold's accession to th0 
throne in 1066, applied to Harfigar, th<B 
predatory king of Norway, to attempt ili|3 
conquest of En(y'land,eo gaging to assist with 
sixty vessels. A project so flattering to thp 
ambition of the Novweffian monarch, wa» 
eagerly embraced, and in the beginniii^g gif 
autumn the forces of the combined flee^ 
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which consisted of 300 sail, rivaled the 
country bordering on the Tjne, plundered 
and burnt Sciirborough on their way to the 
Huinber, and sailing up that river, dis- 
embarked, and after a short siege became 
masters of the city of York. Harold was 
speedily informed of the invasion, and has- 
tening into the north with an army of 60,000 
men, engaged and entirely routed the inva- 
ders at Stamford- Bridge, leaving Harfagar 
dnd 'I'osti dead on the field. But the wreaUi 
of victory which Harold here obtained waa 
quickly torn from his brow, for before he 
had fully recovered from the fatigue of bat- 
tle, intelligence was brought of the iandin^^ 
of the Duke of Normandy, at PevensejTp 
and in little more than a wejek from his 
northern engagement, the heiroic Harold lost 
bis life in the memorable Rattle of Hastings. 

That the neighbourhood of Bridlingtoii 
partook largely in the various commotions 
^hich rent this ill-fated region, ample tes- 
timony is borne by the numerous entreuch- 
ments and tumuli which at this time remain: 
the principal of the former are found at 
Flamborough, Argam, Rudston, and Kil- 
bam;- of the latter, at Lowthorpe, Rudston, 
Kilham, and Thwing. A great proportion 
ef these aat^aities it attributed to the 
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Danes; but the tumnli, "those crcrlMting 
sepulchres of the ancients/' are more pro- 
bably anterior to the invasion of Csesar. 
The country, like the page of history, k 

"overspread 
With vbstiges of war — ^the sliepbercl boy 
Climbs the green hillock to sunrey bis flock, 
Then sweetly sleeps upon hi jt favourite liil), 
Not conscious that his bed's a warrior's tombl^ 

Adjoining the south-west corner of the lord- 
iltip of Kilham is a triangular plot of ground 
Called Danes-graves containing upwards of 
two hundred of these nionuments,"not more 
than 4 or 5 feet high, and placed nearly as 
close as possible to each other; only two ot 
three have been examined, in which human 
bones were found in limestone gravel, per- 
fectly sound, and in a .particularly cleaR 
'state, without any weapons or armour to 
indicate their interment after a battle." 
Human bones, iron rinycs, and fragments of 
ijreapons, have been discovered on digging 
between Rudston and Kilham; similar dis- 
- coveries have also been made in the lo>y 
Jand or moor at Burton-Agnes, where seve- 
ral tumuli were destroyed when the ground 
"was inclosed. 

The division south of the wolds, which, 
Ibr an extent of thirty miles, so invitingly 
skirled the shores of the Gsrmau Ocean^ 
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was peculiarly liable to invasien^preaentiDjr 
no other obstacle than the resistance of tht 
inhabitants^ who were too much scattered 
effectually to check the spoilers in their 
momentary inroads/ fhe bold projection 
of the Head, naturally the safeguard of the 
coast, proved politically otherwise ; lured 
by the shelter afforded to their fleets, the 
continental free boot era hither steered their 
prows, directed bv fires and other signahl 
made by those of their countrymen \vh» 
had already arrived. From the latter cir^ 
cumstancc is derived the name of Flam- 
hoYongh ^Jleam burg; in a field immediately 
on the smnniit of the chff at Beuipton h |i 
small elevation which has been immen^orial- 
ly called Standard -hilly and the mo^t eleva- 
ted part of the Cliff at Speeton was anciently 
known by the name of liayenctiffe. 

The Normans, by a fortunate concurrence 
of circumstances, acquired, at one stroke, 
that dominion which other nations had 
foug-bt and bled for centuries to attaia. 
Their leader followed his success with such 
promptitude as to obtain the crown, m about 
two months after his landinjL*', notwithstand- 
ing the resistance of ]Vloi;car and his brc>ther 
Edwin, the potent earl of Mercia: these 
Hobles finding themselves unable to disposseas 
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the conqueror, submitted to his authority^ 
and werie allowed to retain their dignities. 
Soon as the conqueror was firmly seated in 
the throfie his first care was to, reward his 
followers : for this purpose the possessions 
of the g-reater part of the barons were wrest- 
ed from theuiy and cantoned amoiijrst thostf 
who had most sig-nalis^d thenlselves in his 
service. The tyranny of the monarch, and 
the insolence of the soldiery, were carried 
to a heiii^lit which to the natives appeared 
intolerable, and the standard of rebellion 
wsis once more hoisted in the north : in 1068 
the people rose in a body, with Edwin and 
Morcar at their head. William, however, 
fully aware of the uncertainty of his tenure, 
had never sheathed his victorious sword, and 
no^v, with that decisive alacrity which 
marked his character, appeared with an 
artny at York ere the revolters had receiv* 
ed their auxiliary supplies: this unexpected 
eppearance so entirely disconcerted their 
measures, that the people quietly returned 
to their allegiance: the policy of the Con* 
queror induced him to pardon the leader% 
bat the possessions of their followers were 
.unsparingly confiscated. The tyrannical 
exactions which were daily inrposed, infla- 
aned the discontented Northumbrians to suolk 
m degree, that» in 1070|they ajg^tin^rose in 
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arms, attacked the citadel at York, and slew^ 
80()0 of the Normans by whom it was gai^- 
risoued, sparing Mallet, the governor, Gil- 
bert de Gant, and a few others of the nobles. 
The malevolence of William, which had 
been smothered by a forced show of cle- 
mency, had now full scope for exertion and 
burst with ten-fold vigour. The destruc- 
tion of the country betwixt the Hum her 
and the Tees exceeded even that caused by 
the Danes. The mercenaries of the tyrant 
sacked and burnt the towns, drove off the 
cattle, ilestroycd the instruments of the 
husbandman, and so completely annihilated 
every trace of cultivation that 100,000 
persons are said to have fallen victims to the 
•famine which ensued. The monastery of 

St. John at Beverley alone escaped the 
general ruin, owing to the veneration in 

which the patron saint was held by the 

Conqueror. 

The manor of Bridlington formed part 
•f the possessions of Morcar, until the pro- 
perty of that nobleman became confiscated 
in 1072. At the time of the Norman sur- 
vey, this manor, then in the bands of the 
king, contained one church, and, with its 
two hamlets, Hildertborpe and Wilsthorpe, 
thirteen cmrucates of taxable land; of these 



«eteQ were arable, the remuining six being 
bavren pasture, with the exception of eight 
acres of meadow, and the residue of the 
lordship entirely waste. The valuation, 
which, in the reign of Edward the Confes- 
•or, had been thirty-two pounds per annum, 
was, in the 20 William I, reduced to the 
annual rental of eightshilHnffS* Tins ex- 
traordinary depreciation conveys a terrific 
idea of the vindictive cruelty which had 
depopulated the country; and is rendered 
still more impressive by the recollection 
that this Wiksji/leen yeai^ after the depopu- 
lation had taken place* 

To the soke* of Bridlington appertained 
the townships of Martone, Basinghebi, 
Estone, Bovington, Grendale, Spretone, 
Bocketon, Fiaistone, Stacktone, Foxhele, 
Elestolf, Galmeton, and Widefeston, jointly 
containing eighty-eig-ht carucates of taxable 
land, of which only thirty were under cul- 
tivation. No names are now to be found 
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^Soc or SoK, denotes jurisdt eti on, or a power or privilege 
to administer justice, and execute laws. The word is also 
used for *be shire, rircuit, or. territory^ wlierein such power 
is exereised by him endued wilh surh jurisdiction. Socaoe, 
ttHnure, by which lunds were held on condition of plougirmg 
the lord^s lands, and doing the tipcraiions of husbandry ftt 
^heir ewn cliarge8.«^HewjjiD. 

O 
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in this neighbourhood corresponding* with 
Elestolf and Widefeston, which have, in all 
likelihood, been seated on the shore and de- 
stroyed by the encroachments of the sea. 

Foremost in the ranks of the Normans, 
and nearly allied to their leader, came Gil- 
bert de Gant,* a Flemish noble, on whom 
the confiscated estates were lavishly be- 
stowed, and who seated himself at Folking- 
ham, in Lincolnshire, as the head of his 



-lit Gilbert DB Gant, Son of Baldwin Earl of Flanders, and 
T<kepliew toVHilliam the Conqueror, landing in England with 
hiiu, and assisting him in his Conquest here, had the lands of 
one Tour, a Dane, then given him, with several other Grants; 
Jbr at the general Survey, it appears that he possessed 54 Lord- 
ships in several Counties, of which Folkringham in Com. Line. 
Y'as one. This Gilbert being at York when the Danes with a 
nighty Power entered thellumber, and adranc'd toward that 
City in behalf of Edgar Atheling, had the Good Fortune to 
escape, there being at that time above 3000 Normans kilPd. 
He was the pious Restorer of Bardney-Abbey in Com. Line, 
utterly destroyed by the Danes; and dyM in the time of William 
Rufus. To hrm succeeded in the Barony Waller his Son and 
Heir, a Person of gre*t Humanity and Piety, who, when an 
a;?ed Man, and near his Death, commanded a Body of Flem- 
ings and Normans, in that famous iiattle against 4lie Scots 
pi?ar Northallerton in Yorkshire, frequently call'd Delluh 
St.vndardi ; where by his eloqrent Speech and prudent Con- 
duct, the Enemy reccivM a total Overthrow; and dylngp 
4 ^lepb. was succeeded by Gilbert his Son ; who being' with 
Kiny; Stephen in the fatal Battle of Lincoln, was with bira 
tliere taken Prisoner; and was compelled by Ranulph £. of 
Chester to marry bis Niece Avis, Daughter to William do 
Komare Earl of Lincoln, whereby he had the Title of Earl of 
Linpoln in her Right.— PisBiiAfiB of England. Lond. 171 L 
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barony. Gilbert, to whom the manor of 
Bridlington had been granted subsequent 
to the year 1086, was succeeded by Walter 
de Gant, his son, to whose piety and niw- 
nificence the town owes one of the most dis- 
tinguishing features in its history. This 
nobleman here founded and endowed a 
Priory, on a scale correspondent to his 
power and possessions : the precise date of 
its erection cannot now be ascertained,, but 
its completion, in all probability, was not 
earlier than 1114, the house being* peopled 
by Canons regular of the order of St. Au- 
gustine, which order was not introduced 
into England before that year. According 
to a nianuscript in the Bodleian library, this 
monastery was dedicated to St. Mary and 
St. Nicholas, which, as St. Nicholas was 
the patron saint of seamen, has an air of pro- 
bability ; but as the charters of the monas- 
tery mention only the blessed Virgin, we 
may conclude that the dedication was to 
St. Mary alone. 

Gilbert, the eldest son of the founder, was 
baptized, and received his. early education, 
in this house, to which he afterwards proved 
a great benefactor; liberal donations were 
also bestowed by other nobles; and even 
those whose possessions were comparatively 



fwivally endeavoured to secure a passport tq^ 
bliss by purchasing the pmyers of the piouj^ 
in their behalf.^ By these means the wealth 
of the convent rapidly increased, and the 
canons, in order to render "assurance doubly 
sure,*' were careful to have the grants, in 
many instances, confirined by the heirs of 
the donor, the archbishop of the province^ 
the king, and the Roman Pontiff. 

The canons were enjoined by the rule of 
their order, to have all things in common, 
and to receive nothing without the leave of 
their superior. Their habit consisted of a 
long black cassoc, over which was a white 
rochet, with a black cloak and liood. They 
wore caps on their heads, and sabred their 
beards to remain unshaven. 

The following summary of the possessions 
of Bridiington Priory, is chiefly from the 
Monasticon JEboracense of Burton, whose 
principle authority was the Register of the 

monastery, in the possession of Sir John 
Ingilby, of Ripley, Bart. 

AcKiAM. In this lordship the convent 
possessed 2 carucates* and 20 oxgangs of 

r^l^e measures, like the otbugrapby^ of «Qti<|^ity^ beiyi^ 
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land, and one mill, with sundry smaller do- 
nations of tofts, crofts, meadow, and pasture, 
the gift of Alexander de Buketon and 
others. 

William de Ross, lord of Hamlake, con- 
firmed to the canons, the manor of Accloni, 
which his ancestors had g'iven to them; in 
which the said canons had 4 carucates, 2 
oxgangs, and 18 acres of land, with 4 acres 
of meadow and 18 tofts. 

In the year 1273, a contest respecting the 
tithe of wool and lamb, in this parish, was 
thus coiiclnded ; viz. that the prior and con- 
vent in lieu of tithes of v/ool and lamb of 
all the sheep, fed upon 33 oxgangs of iand^ 
which the canons had in this parish, should 
pay to the chancellor of the church of York, 
and to his siuccessors, and to his church of 



reduced to no determinate standard, render it difiicult, ifnol 
actually impossible, to understand tUe real quantity of land' 
knplied by the terms ancieuily in use. A Carucate varied 
jprom 60 to 160 arres, and was generally taken at 120. Som* 
writers state it to be so* much ground as could be tilled by one 
plough, ^ivithin a year and a day, baying meadow, pasture, and 
bouses, for the husbandinen and cattle, and estimate it'at 100 
acres. At Buckton, Burton-Fleming, Gransmoor, Hilder- 
tborpe, Rigbton, and Skirlington, the carucate contained 8 
oxgangs. An Okgano was seldom less tban 10 or more than 
dO acres, and was usually considered about 12. A Selion was 
a ridge of land, containing, in general, something above aa 
acre. A Toft was a piece of ground on which a house had 
formerly stood* and a Cwort was a smail close, or garth, iitt« 
-jsediately eontigaoaa. . 
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Acclum, the sum of IZ. 6s. Od. but if the 
canons should afterwards acquire any land 
111 the parish, they should pay tithe of wool 
afnd lamb, of all the sheep that should feed 
thereon. 

Aldborough. William, son of John de 
Luscels, gave towards the support of a light 
in the chapel of St.Cuthbert, at the infirma- 
ry, the annual rent of 1$, Od. issuing out of 
lands at Aldebergh. 

Anderby, Lincolnshire. The grant of 
this church was confirmed by Pope Eu- 
genius III. 

Arram. Andrew Marshall gave an an- 
nual rent of Is. 6d. out of lands at Ergum 
in Holderness, to find a wax candle, to 
burn at the mass of the blessed virgin, in 
the conventual church. 

AsGARBY, Line. Pope Eugenius III. 
confirmed the grant of this church. 

AsKAM-RiCHARi>. Roger de Mowbrai 
when about to visit the Holy Land, gave to 

^ his friend William de Tykhill all the manor 

and town of Askham, with the advowson of 
the church; and William, son of Roger de 

[ Askham, gave to the priory all the said 

f lands, with a capital messuage, and mill, to- 

gether with the service of Herbert de Hol- 

i derness and his heirs, for 2 oxgangs of 
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land here — of Richard de Arnal and his 
heirs, for half a carucate of land in the 
same territory — and of the rector of Ask- 
ham, for the time being*, for two cultures of 
ai*able land. 

William de Walton, with all his arable 
land and meadow, gave William Troys, his 
native or villein,* with all his family and 
cattle. The service of William, the tailor, 
for three oxgangs of land, was also confirm- 
ed to the canons, who likewise possessed in 
this lordship, 1 messuage, 1 1 oxgangs, and 
5 acres of land, sundry tofts and crofts, and 
an annuity of I/. llSi Od. 

Atwick. Evcrard,son of Peter de Rosse, 
steward of Holderness, for the good of the 
soul of Eustace, his wife, gave 6 oxgangs of 
land, 1 messuage, and 1 toft here, with the 
church; which was confirmed by Williaiu 
de Ross, lord of Hamlake, by Pope Euge- 
nius III, and h^ Thurstain, archbishop of 
York. 



^Villeinage was only another terra for slavery. The villeins 
were in a state of downright servitude, and employed 'in la- 
bours of the most servile description: they, their children, and 
effects, belonged to the lord of the soil, like the cattle with 
which it was stocked. They could not leave their lord with- 
out his permission, and in the event of thejr abscondinj?, -i^r 
being clandestinely taken from him, might be claimed sind re- 
covered by action at law, likf beasts, or other chattels. 



A contest between the prior and convent^ 
and Robert Testard, vicar of this church, 
was determined in A. D. 1228, as follows, 
viz. That the vicar should have only tithe 
hay of the lands of which he had tithe of 
corn, and that the prior should have all the 
tithe hay of the rest of the parish. 

The canons suffered not their spiritual to 
interfere with their temporal concerns; anc\ 
the collecting of their tithes frequently invol? 
Ted them in dispute and litigation with the 
neighbouring monasteries. In 1277, a con-* 
test between the prior of Bridlington an4 
the abbot of Melsa or Meaux, was ended^ 
by the abbot's agreeing to pay 1^. 4rf annu- 
ally, in lieu of tithe hay of 1 1 oxgangs of 
Und, which he held in the parish of Atting- 
wyke, and to pay the tithe of hay for any 
land the monks might subsequently acquire 
in this town. 

Auburn. Henry de Percy, lord of the 
manor of Alburn, in 1382, granted licence 
to the prior and convent to accept the re- 
version of 8 tpfts and 4 oxgangs cf land in 
this place, from John Lawrence de Buck- 
ton, chaplain, and others; which were held 
of him by military service. 

The master of the hospital of St. Giles^ 
for the support of a chaplain to perform 
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dttty in St. Nioholas^s chapel at Albumen 
gave a toft here, extending from the rivu- 
let to the bridle- way leading from the town 
to the burying-place. 

Bambcjrgh, Lipc. Gilbert de Gaunt 
gave the church of St. Swithin,at this place, 
with all its appurtenances, and 8 oxgangs 
af land ; which church was confirmed to the 
priory by Popes Eugejiius Ill.Celestine IIL 
aiid Innocent IV. 

Hugh de Bamburgh and others presented 
to the canons, sundry donations of land in 
this manor. 

In A. D. 1194» a controversy betwixt the 
monks of Bard ney and the canons of Brid- 
Jington respecting the tithes of Burton- 
Fleming and Bamburg, was thus determi- 
ped, viz. That the monks should have tithe 
of corn of their demesnes at Burton, and of 
other demesnes in the parish of Hundeman- 
by,*ff*{hey should acquire any; and also the 
tithe of corn of their old demesne at Bam- 
burg, with the tithe of feeding cattle, the 
canons reserving to themselves all other 
tithes in the said parish: the monks at the 
same time quitclaimed to the canons,all their 
right of tithes in the lordship of Walter de 
Gant, at Edenham. 

The same parties were engaged in 9, 
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similar contest, in 1 228, vllicll was tried at 
York, and determttted, That the canons 
sbouid have one holf of the tithe of line of 
the old demesnes of Bamburg and the whole 
tithe of the remainder of the parish, together 
with all the tithe of hay throughout the 
parish ; and that the monks should have the 
other moiety of the tithe of the demesne 
lands, with the tithe of corn and of feeding 
cattle. 

Barho^v, Line. Thig^^Qanons obtained I 
oxgang of land at this place in exchange 
for one at Beeford. 

Barton, Line. Gilbert de Gant, earl of 
Lincoln, confirmed 1 canicate of land here, 
and also gave the service of Lambert, son 
of William, for 1 carucate of land in the 
same place. 

Robert, son of Walter de Gant, gave 26 
acres of land, and a toft, in this territory; 
with the service of Gerald, son of lialpk de 
Fereby, and all his family. 

Alice, daughter of Gilbert de Gant, gave 
a free passage to Barton and to Ferriby, a^ 
cross the Hamber, for all the canons, their 
servants, and goods. 

In this place the canons also held 2 ox* 
gangs of land, and a toft, the gift of Richard 
de Barevill. 
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Beeforb, Ernald de Munbegun gave 
this church, with a chapel. 

Alan de Rowel gave to the priory of 
Bridlington, and tothe'church of St. Mary' 
de Torenton, an annuity of 6 marks, out of 
this rectory, and granted that neither he 
nor his heirs should present any clerk to 
this church, when vacant, until the candi- 
date sh^^uld have sworn to pay the said 
pension. This iNpfttimi appears to have 
been considered as a gift of the churchy as 
the prior of Bridlington and the abbot of 
Thornton were shortly afterwards at vari- 
ance respecting its division, but finally a- 
greed that each should retain one mediety 
thereof. The mediety assigned to Thorn- 
ton abbey soon after became the property 
of the brethren of the Temple, so that the 
rectory henceforward became, of double pa- 
tront^ge^or advowson; the one belonging to 
the prior and convent of Bridlington, and 
the other to the prior and hospital of St. 
John at Jerusalem, in England, who pre- 
sented in turn. 

In this. manor the convent likewise pos- 
sessed half a carucate, 10 oxgangs, and 4 
perches of land, with 2 tofts and a fishery, 
the gifts of William le Gross, earl x>f Albe- 
marle, and others. 
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BemptoN* In this place th^ cations 
had 6 oxgangs of land from Ankerinus de 
Bempton, and other benefactors. 

On the 22nd. of March 1339, Sir Mar- 
maduke de Grendale, knt. on the one part; 
and Walter, son of Arnold de Buketon, the 
prior and convent of Bridling^ton, Gilbert 
de Erghom, Nicholas de Pokethorpe, and 
seven others, freeholders of Bempton, oa 
the other part; agreed,' Tl^at as the free- 
holders used to have a carriage road through 
the whole length of le Ovenham, across the 
field, quite to the moor of Bempton, Sir 
Marmaduke granted as much land as would 
make the said road forty feet wide; the free- 
holders engaging to build a wall on each 
side through the whole length, and to re- 
pair and rebuild the same on occasion. 

A composition was made between the 
prior and convent of Bi'idlington and the 
inhabitants of Bempton, in the year 1441, 
to the following effect, viz. That the in- 
hal)itants might have a chaplain in the cha- 
pel of St. Michael de Bempton, within thfe 
parish of Bridlington, and there receive all 
sarraments and sacramentals, with common 
sepulture in the chapel or chapeUyard 
thereof. 
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Bessingby. This village was given to 
the priorj^ by Gilbert de Gaitt, and ean-» 
fiitued by Henry I. 

Forno gave 2 oxgangs of land in this place. 

William de Gant confirmed the carucate 
of land here, which had been given by 
William, his constable, at the dedication of 
the chapel at Basyngby* 

Stephen, son of Willianpi de Bessingby, 
gave all his lands here, in Lamb-hohne* 

Bethmesley, in Knaresborongh division, 
Kalph de Maleverer of Alveilon, gave se- 
veral lands, with all his cattle, in this place. 

BiHAM, Bewholme ? Roger^ son of Wil- 
liam de Colevill,gave the service oT Nicho- 
las, son of Huscarl de Biham, with alibis 
family and cattle. 

BiNNiNGTON. John de Sarti-ino, chap- 
lain, gave 2 oxgangs of land here, of the 
fee of Henry de Percy, which the said Hen- 
ry confirmed. 

B4b^>BER-HOUiSES, in Bethmesley. John, 
son of John de Walkingham, gave leave 
for. the canons to enclose, plough, and sow, 
the 20 acres of land ui this place, given hy 
Robert Forester, and also to dig iron ore, 
and erect forges in the said division; Robert, 
«on ,q( Huntobrith of Killinghall, Kobert de 
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Stainlajy and Henry Turpin de KiUiugball^ 
did tlie «anie. 

Henry, eldest son of the king of the Ro- 
tnans, A. D. 1267, ordered all his bailiffs oi 
Knaresburg, to permit the prior and con- 
vent of Bridlington, and their men, peacea- 
bly to enjoy their manor of Blubberhouset 
with common pasture in Thores-crosse. 

Richard, earl of Poictou and Cornwall,' 
confirmed the possessions of the canons in 
this place ; and, in 1239, dissafforested theit 
wood at Blubberhbuse. 

The contest between John, prior of Bol* 
ton, and Gerard, prior of Bridlington, about 
common pasture, in Blubberhouse, was en - 
ded at York, in 1297, when the priors were 
mutually to enjoy common pasture for all 
kinds of their own or their tenants* cattle, 
as of old, resei-vingalso to each, all improve- 
ments in the houses and enclosures, made or 
to be made, when and in what manner they 
might please. 

BoYNTON. This church, the gift4llGal- 
frid, the steward, was confirmed to the 
canons by king Henry II. 

The church was afterwards granted^ or 
more prpbably confirmed, to the priory, by 
William le Gross,earl of Albemarle, and was 
appropriated, and additionally confirmed. 
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Vy Pope Eageniot III, and by William de 
Grenfield, archbishop of York. 

William le Gross,Sir Walter de Grendale, 
knt. Robert, the fowler, son of Henry de 
BoTington, with others, conferred on the 
priory 13 ox^ang's of land, with divers tofts 
and crofts, in this manor. 

Brandalk, Bransdale? In this place 
the canons owned 4 oxgangs of land, the 
gift of Ralph de Brandale. 

Bridmngton. Walter de.Gant gave 
13 carucates of land in Brellynton, with the 
mills thereunto ac^oining, free and acquitted 
of all gelds and customs, except Dane-geld. 

Henry I. confirmed, one carucate of land 
in this township, the grant of Robert de 
Meynil. 

In A. D. 1267, Stephen de Meynil, gave 
the demesnes and service«of 4 carucates of 
land, in this place, which was confirmed by 
Nicholas, his son. 

Sir William de Canlelupe, knt. and 
Maud, his wife, having the king^s licence, in 
14 Edw. I. gave I messuage, 4 carucates 
of land, and lOJ. annual rent, arising out <^f 
possessions here, with all his villeins, their 
families, and cattle, and with homageii, 
aud suits of court. 
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John, son of Matthew Ae E$ton, g^ve H 
tofts in this territory. 

OdineUus de Aubeni gare a passage for 
watei' through 'his lands to their mill, which 
T. de Arches, his brother, confirmed. 

William, son of William Faber of Brid- 
lington, gave part of a toft, to bring water 
to Castelburmu ;* and Robert, his son, gare 
another part of the toft for the same purpose. 

Gilbert, son and heir of Gilbert Silver, 
gave 2 oxgangs of land here. 

William Pulayne, of Bridlington, mer«- 
chant, gave a toft, toward the supporting a 
light at St. Katharine's altar, in the parish 
church, and the maintenance of a chaplain 
and successors, to pray for his own soul, and 
f jr that of his wife Margaret, 

Gilbert, son and heir of Sir Gilbert de 
Gaunt, iu A. D. 1278, released to the prior 
and convent, and io their successors,all man- 
ner of customs, and suits of services, as well 
of courts, as otlier things, which they did or 
ought to do, by reason of the lands held of 
his fee in Yorkshire, Richmondshire, and 
Lincolnshire. 

■ ■ ■ ■ » I ■■ ■ ■■ .-■■■. ■ 

^^This place, evidently ne&r the onibQUchure of the stream, 
appears to mark the site of the station Gabhahtovicoruk, 
mentioned in the second page of this work, its name being a 
compound of tae Roman Castba an4 the Saxon Bvbg. • 
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Gilbert, son of Lnca Silver ef Bridlingw 
tou, quitclaimed to the use of the fabric 2^ 
acres of meadow here. 

Thomas, son and heir of Thomas de 
Outhenby, granted to the monastery an an- 
nual rent of 61. I4s. Or/, out of lauds in this 
place, in A. D, 1323. 

Thomas de Hedon, William de Cotom 
and Symon Swan, gave 1 messuage here, 
with an adjoining croft in Silver-place, 

William Grenefeld^ archbishop of York, 
in 1310, conftrmed to the canons, the paro- 
chial church in this place. 

King John, on the 6th. of December, 
A. D. 1200, granted "to God and the 
church of St. Mary of Bridlington, and the 

canons there serving God, a fair, in every 
year, at Bridlington, to continue two days, 
to wit, upon the eve of the assumption of 
the blessed Mary, and on the day of the 
same festival, and one market to be held 
there every week, (viz.) on the Saturday." 

King Stephen, in the 15th. year of hisf 
reign, granted that the prior and canons 
should have all kinds of chattels of all Fe- 
lons and Fugitives, within the town and 
precincts of Bridlington ; with all kinds of 
wreck of the. sea, which should in future 
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happen between Earls-dike and Flambo^ 
rouf^bitdike^ 

Brigham. In this place the canons weK 
possessed of I oxgang of laud, the gift of 
Osbert, son of Walter de Frismnr. 

Brompton. Eustachiusde Vesey and 
William de Vescy confirmed the grant of 
meadow in this township, which had been 
made by their ancestors ; which was further, 
confirmed in 1328, by Sir Gilbert de Acton, 
knt. cousin and heir to Sir William de 
Vescy. ' 

BucKTON. John, son of Glume de Bnc- 
ton, gave 2 oxganjfs of land and a toft, 
with the service of Nicholas, son of Wido 
de Bucton, with all his family and cattle. 

Alexander de Bucton, for the welfare of 
the soul of Agnes, his wife, gave an acre of 
land in this place, to the hospital of Brid- 
lington. 

In A. D. 1291, Arnald, son of Sir Wal- 
ter de Bucton, gave 8 oxgangs of land and 
9 toft;s, on condition that the prior and con- 
vent should maintain a perpetual chaplain to 
celebrate at the altar of St. John, the apostle 
and evangelist, in the chapel at this town, 
to pray for the souls of Sir Gilbert de Gaunt, 
gir Gilbert his son. Sir Walter de Bucton, 
lady .Constance his wife, Arnald, son of 
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the si^id Sir Walter, and Maud his own* 
wife ; which was confirmed by Gilbert de 
Gaunt. 

William, son and heir of Sir William de 
Buck ton, knt. gave a road to the canons^ 
to lead their corn through his lands, A. D. 
1297. 

In this territory the canons were likewise . 
^ possessed of 20 oxgaiigs of land, and 5 tofts. 

Burton- Agnes. In A. D. 1299, Sir 
William St. Quintin, knt. lord of Harphani, 
gave to the canons, a carriage-road, of the 
breadth of forty feet, beyond the moor of 
this town. 

. BuRTON-Fi-EMiNG. Gilbert de Gaunt 
g^ranted that all the gifts of his father, and 
those of his men, should be free from all 
gelds land customs, except Danegeld ; and 
confirmed this place to the convent : Robert 
de Gaunt certified that he was present when 
Gilbert de Gaunt, his brother, with his 
corpse, gave this town. 

John de Karleton, in 1274, gave his ca- 
pital messuage and 1 carucate of land in 
this place, with the mill, villeins, their fa- 
milies and cattle ; and also with the wards, ^ 
fscheats, and homages of the freemen and 
natives, or villeins. 

, William de Ross^ i^nid Eustace, his wife, 
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quitclaimed atl their right in I messaage, 
and 6 carucates of land in this town, for 
which the prior and convent gave to them 
30/. 

Baldwin, son of Theobald de Wickhani, 

gave the jfervice of Ail ward, son of Edward 
de Burton-Fleming, with a tenement, 3 ox- ' 
gangs of land, and 2 tofts. 

James de Watsande gave 5 oxgangs of 
land here, on condition that the prior and 
convent would make his eldest son a canon 
in their monastery, when he should be 20 
years of age. 

Alan de Tuier sold half a carucate of land 
and Sjtofts in this township, to the prior 
and convent, for 20 marks. 

Robert, son of William de Boston, in 
Pickeringe-lythe, in A. D. 1291, gave the 
service of William, son of Robert de Sy- 
wardby, and his heirs, for the lands which 
he held in this place. 

Adam, son of Ralph de Roston, gave an 
annuity of lOs. Id. with all his right; and 
with the service of Henry de Wytham, for 
4 oxgangs of land, and of Adam, son of 
John, for a toft, in this place. 

Edward I. in le304, granted his licence 
to Arnald, son of Walter de Bucton, to 
give 10 tofts and 9 oxgangs of land, in this 
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ioFclship ; and also to Ralplrde MareschaYi 
and Agnesy his wife, to bestow 3 oxgangs 
of land, with one inai*k annual rent, which 
they bestowed aceordii^g'ly. 

Henry II. prior to 1186, cojisented that 
the grant which Ralph de Nevil had made 
to the canons of a house and court, in this 
town, should remain unmolested, on account 
of an ancient way which was there, on con- 
dition that the canons should make another 
convenient road/ 

In addition to the above possessions, the 
convent had 15 oxgangs of land, 8 messuaw 
ges, 4 tofts, and 3 crofts, with an annuity 
of one penny, and pasture for 6 score siieep 
in this town. 

Careby, Line. In A. D. 1273, Sir 

William de Baieux gave 8 selions of land in 
this field, on condition that the canons 
should say one mass for his soul, in the 

church of Edenham. 

Baldwin de Brevecourt gave 19 acres of 
land, in Kareby, with all the wood and soil 
towards the South of Witham, called Mo- 
rathic, containing 28 acres, with 4| acres 
on the north of the wood. 

Carnaby. The church at Kern^tby was 
given to the priory by Robert de Percy^ j 
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this donation was confirmed by Henry de 
Percy, with the addition of 6 oxgangs of 
land, and 6 tofU and crofts : thene benefac- 
tions were also confirmed by pope Ceiies^ 
tine III. 

Robert, son and heir of Sir Peter de Per- 
cy, lord of Kernetby, who lived in 130tt, 
confirmed the grant of 2 oxgangs of land^ 
with a toft and croft, in this place, made by 
William de Percy. 

Norman de Kernetby, in 1306, granted 
that the cations might sow their new en- 
closure in this field, called Sand wath, abut- 
ting to the tofts pn the east part, and take 
the tithes thereof. 

CATHAiiE ? Galfrid de Bosco gave 10 
oxgangs of land, with 12 tofts, and the 
moiety of thr; mill, in this town ; together 
with the sertice of Thomas, son of Joseph 
de Quixle, and his heirs, for 3 oxgangs of 
land here : and Robert de Ross granted 
leave to the canons to go over his land,, 
whelY their mill wanted repairing, for which 
indulgence they were annually to pay 1*. Od. 

Rrchard, earl of Poictou and Cornwall, 
confirmed 1 oxgang of land, with a toft and 
eroft, whidi had been given by Roger Fos- 
i^,-of Little-'Cathale :--^WiiIiam, son 4)f 
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Oalffid Stepey, • quitclaimed lAt tiU"rig^t 
in 11 oxgangs of land and 11 tofts "id thki* 
tibrritory : and Gulf rid, son of Thomas de 
Cathale, gave the senride wfaiicb ', Adeliunt ' 
de- Cathale owed to bim. 

Caythorpb. John, son of Alexander de 
Muncelsy of Bovington, confirmed the cam- 
cate of land, with tofts and crofis in thia^ 
place, which had been given io the can^a 
l^y William de Boyvili and Joan Talun, 
his wife, free froip all service, wards,- and 
siiits of court, and which were held of tl^ 
«aid John. » »'. , -• 

CHAwiTHAL,ii ? Robert deAmundeviU 
gave 2 selions of arable land in the east field 
of Chawithall, and 2 selions in Swyi)ey- 
Wetheng. . 

Cloughton- Richard de Wroxtou gave 
1 Qxj^ang of land in Clocton, with a qlosto 
called West croft, and the meadow on jthe 
east side of the mill-bridge. 

Robert, son of Robert Ingleberd^ of Be-, 
Teriey, gave all his lands here, called Brae- 
"kenthwaite and Storkes, of the fee of St. 
John of Beverlev, with a toft. 

Galfrid de Stainton, and others, bestoW* 
ed 5 oxgang^s, 20 selions, and sundry smaller 
donations of laud, with 2 tofts, crofts, and 
1 capital messuage. 
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CoWLASf. Thomas de Cmhum gave S 
Qicg^ngs of lavdy with a croft, ia CoUiun. 

Sir Reginald Fitz-Peter confirmed dtt 
the tends, tofts, and rents/ g^ven by Tko^ 
mas de Crohum, and Thotaias . Fitz-Peter 
remitted all services for the same. 

CitooHS. Oliver de Crohum bequeathed 
to the priory, 2 oxgangs of land here, which 
WU confirmed by Thomas, his son. 

Reginald Fitz-Pet6r confirmed to the ca- 
nons, 3 oxgangs of land and 2 tofts, in this 
{^lace, given by Sir Gerard Salvayn; 3 ox- 
gangs and 2 tofts, given by Ralph de Brad- 
lay ; 2 oxgangs by James de CoUiim ; 24 
meres, with 2 cultures, and 2 tofts, by Robert 
de Crohum ; 2 oxgangs and 1 toft, by- Bar- 
tholomew, son of Peter Salvain ; and 2 ox- 
gantrs, 1 toft, and an annual rent of 1^. Oct. 
by Walter Reyom. 

Robert le Palmer de Sledmer, and Sibil, 

his wife, gave a toft in this township, free 

^ from all suits of court, the canons paying to 

him and his heirs, an annuity of 1^. 0dm 

which Hugh, his son, released in 1287. 

Sir Humfrid de Veilly^ knt. and Lucia, 
his wife, gave a toft here; as did also 
jKichard, son of Richaixl Ace de Sledmer. 

East Cowton, Richmond. The church 
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dT Cutott Magna was g-iven by Eustace 
Pftz-John, who added 1 oxgang of land at 
its dedication. This church was confirmed 
by pope Eugenius III, and by king Stephen. 
VValter Giffard, archbishop of York,with the 
consent of Thomas de Passelewe, iirchdea- 
con of Richmond, in 127i, ordained that 
ibere should be in this church, a perpetual 
vicar, presentable by the prior and convent 
of BricUington, vrho should have the whole 
tkltarage of the said chnrch, with the tithe 
of hay throughout the parish, exc(?[)t that 
which pertained to the archbishop's manor. 
In this tewn, the archbishop paying him 
*»nntmlly 2 marks of silver. The vicar waB 
also to have 2 tofts and I acre of land, for 
Vhichlic vvas to bear all ordinary burdens 
•of the chtirch, with all things appertaining' 
tq divine celebration. 

The canons likewise had 6 ox^ntigs, 40 
^cres, and 3 selions of land, with '8 tofts and 
4 crofts, confirmed to them, iU this place. 

Eastox. Kino; Hentv I. orh-inted "ta 
the chujch of Saint Marjf^^fBreltinton and 
to the regular canoirs there serving God, 
two carncates of limd'' of his demesne, of 
which one-and-a*hulf was "in Eston, and a 
Jialf in Hildertorp, 'free and acquitted of 
*ill Geld and CttStoftas.'* 
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Margaret, daughter of Goceline Biicb of 
^JBston, by Munel^ his wife, confirmed 2 ox- 
gangs of land, with tofts, in this place ; one 
of which oxgangs was given by Ralph 
Buch, her grandfather, and the .other by 
Coceline, her father. She also gave, with 
Robert, her son, for the good of the soul of 
Robert de Ulram, her husband, 3 other ox- 
gangs, with tofts, in this town. 

Alice, daughter of Joceline Buck de Es- 
ton, sister of Margaret, abovementioned, 
gave, in her widowhood, 3 oxgangs of land 
and a toft, in this lordship. 

The grant of the church at this place was 
Oonfirmed to the convent by pope Celes- 
tiuelll. 

ED£NHA]!^f, Line. Gilbert de Gaunt gave 
pasture in this place for 400 sheep, 1 8 oxei:\, 
10 tows, 1 bull, and 40 hogs, without pan- 
nage ; but this charter, having been torn by 
a servant of Henry de Bellomonte, earl of 
Bogau and Murres, was renewed by that 
nobleman. The said Gilbert also gave thifr 
church, dedicated to St. Michael, which 
was confirmed by popes Eugenius III. Ce- 
iestine III. and Innocent IV. and by Robert 
and Hugh, bishops of Lincoln. 

Adam de Amundevil gave to this church 
27 acres of land and a toft, in Scotlethorpe, 
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on condition that the prior and convent of 
Bridlington would consent that he, and his 
heirs, should have mass 3 times every week, 
in his chapel of Scotlethorpe ; Robert, son 
of the above, gave 13 acres of arable land 
to encrease his father's grant to 40 : he also 
^ave 7 selions of land in this territory, and 
confirmed 1 acre given by William Fitz* 
Alan : he likewise added a donation of 14 
acres in this township and in Scotlethorpe, 
which was confirmed by William, his son^ 
who gave 2 selioiis here, with 6 perches of 
meadow at Hildertree, and 4 perches in 
.Fulwelle. 

, Joceiis de Kdenhaip, and Emma, his wife, 
. bestowed their houses in this t6\to; 
. In addition to the above possessions, the 
canons held in this manor 169 selions and 
21 acres of land; 14 parcels of meadow; 9 
»bead-laiuU; 4 tofts ; 4 crofts, and 1 mes- 
suage, the grants of William de £deaham 

and others* 

The canons granted leave to Ernesius de 

NeviU with the bishdp of Liucolu's licence, 

in 1189, to have divine service in his chapel 

at Grimsthorpe, in the parish of Edenham^ 

at his own expence ; biit stipulated that he 

should return all oblations and obventions, 

and should give the tithes of the new-tiiW 
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lands which he had made, or might hereafter 
make. 

John de Nevil, in 1310, gaye the ^ithe 
of wool in this parish, and acknowledged- 
that the prior and convent had the right of 
tithe multure of his mill, here. 

EirKESDON, Kelstorn? Line. Thi» churcb 
was given by Walter de Gant, and the do- 
nation confirmed by Gilbert, his son ; also 
by pope CeJestine 11I« the bishop of Ooveti* 
try; and others. 

A controversy between the prior of Brid* 
lir^o'ton and William de Muscham, before 
1198, was decided by agreeing that th^ 
s»id William should hold the church here 
so long as he retained the secular habit, pay- 
ing to the convent 3 marks ammally, witli 
hIi the episeopals* 

FeRRIby South. Alice, daughter of 
Gilbert de Gaunt, earl of Lincoln, gave ta 
the canons o( Bridlington, free passage over 
the Humber, here, for themselves and their 
men ; and confirmed to them all the grants 
of Walter de Gaunt, her grandfather, and 
of Gilbert, her father* 

Walter de Gant gave a mediety of this 
church, which was confirmed by popes Eu- 
geniuslll. and CelestinellL Edward I. 
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in tSOOy granted his Hcesfce to the caaons 

to bestow the patronage of their mediety ou 
John Aldebery, bishop of Lincoln. 

In the decision of a controversy, in 1202,thc 
canons were allowed to have all tithes and 
obventions of the fee of Gant, in this town^ 
with a toft, on the south side of the church. 

Filey. Walter de Gant, at the founda- 
tion of the monastery, gave half a carucate of 
land and the church, at this place, which 
was confirmed by popes Honorius III. Eu- 
geniusIIL and Celestine III. This church 
was appropriated to the house, and had no 
incumbent presentable, bejn^ served by a 
stipendiary curate, provided by the prior. 

Ralph de Nevil gave half a carucate of 
land, and Gregory, son of William de 
Flainburg, gave a toft and croft, in this 
place. 

Ralph, son of Ralph de Nevil, gave the 
stone in his quarry, or of his rocks, hf re, 
towards building the monastery and offices 
at Bridlington. 

The tithe offish at Filey proved a bone 
of contention between the canons of Brid- 
lington and the monks of Whitby ; and dis- 
agreements arose on the subject so early as 
the time of Wikema^n, the first priw, when 
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n dispute was endedy in 1122, by the dean 
and chapter of York, wha ardained 'Hhat 
the fishermen of Whiteby when they put in 
al Fiveley, shall there £i(thiViUy pay their 
tithes for ever : and hkewis»e the fishermen 
of Fiveley, when they put in at Whiteby^ 
shall there faithfully pay tbeir tithes for 
ever.'* Some infringement on this agree- 
ment appears to have afterwards taken 
place, as Hugh, prior of Bridlington, com- 
plained to the court of Rome, in 1 190, of 
injustice done to him, and, in consequence, 
Celestine III. in the following year, com- 
missioned the abbot of Rieval, and the pri- 
ors of Kirkham and Warter,to examine the 
case and decide thereon, when they deter^ 
mined that the abbot of Whitby should 
"never more molest the fishermen of Fivelev 
when they came into Whitby harbour, and 

obliged him to quit claim to all right he ha4 
to any tithe from them*" 

The prior of Bridlington was also env 
gaged in a controversy with the prior of 
Grimsby, before 1190, about the tithe of 
fish taken at Filey, which was decreed in 
favour of the former, by Ernald, abbot of 
Rieval, Anketillus, prior of Nostel, and 
Hamo, precentor of York, 

FLAMBOROuaH. Popes Eugenius III* 
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and Celestine III. confirmed the gift of the' 
church at Piemehurg, by William Pitz-Ni- 
gel : which church was appropriated to the 
canons so that bo ricarage was ordained 
therein, the duties being performed by a 
stipendiary curate, to whom an annual salary 
of 16/. was allowed. 

Robert Constable de Flaynburg, gave 
1 oxgang of land here, and added other do- 
nations to the church of St. Oswald, in this 
place, towards the support of 2 altars there- 
in, one, that of St. Thomas, the other, that 
of Mary Magdalen. 

Some differences which had arisen be- 
tween the prior and convent of Bridlington, 
and Sir Robert de Constable and his fish- 
ermen of Flaynburgh, respecting the tithe 
oF fish, were adjusted in the church of St. 
Oswald ; when Sir Robert, with the con- 
sent of dame Julian, his mother, and also 
all his fishermen, did iiiithfuliy oblige theui, 
by promise, to pay to God and tlie church 
of St. Oswald of Flameburgh, and to the 
prior and convent of Bridlington, quarterly, 
the tithes of the whole of their fish, with- 
out any deduction for nets, boats, or other 
expences ; and that if a boat should be lost 
in a storm, a new one should h% provided 
out of the common stock : the prior and 
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'convent at the fiame time agreed to give out 
of their grace, on every Martinmafi-day, in 
the ancient house of Sir Robert's court of 
Flamburgh, 12 loaves of white bread, and 
6r/. for companage, to the crew of every, 
fishing-boat; and to each of the fishers 4 
flaggons, and to the governor, or steersman^ 
8 flaggons of ale, ^ith liberty for them to 
drink the whole or any part of it in the 
house, or to take it away, at their pleasure. 
For the faithful performance of this con- 
tract, the fishermen, on their oaths, swore 
to acknowledge themselves excommunica- 
ted, should they fail in the fulfihuent of their 
promises. — The right of tithe fish here, was 
confirmed to the convent, in 1314. 

Robert, son of Sir William Constable of 
Fluynburg, knt. released to the prior and 
convent the atuuiity of 2^. Od. wliich they 
jiaid to him for 2 tofts and 2 oxgangs of 
land, in this town. 

In the decision of a contest, the canons 
were acknowledged to have vight of com- 
mon, for themselves and their tenants, in 
2000 acres of moor and pasture in Flayn- 
burg ; also in two parts of SOOO acres, after 
the corn was cut and led oft'; and in oO 
acres of meadow, after the hay was carried 
off' the premises. 
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TxASTO^. Geraniits or Gervas de Nop- 
"Tuandy, confirmed half a carucate of land/ 
with tofts, in this place, given by Alan de 
Flinton. 

Flixton. William, son of Durand Bard 
de Butterwyk, gave 1 oxgang of land, 
with a toft, here. 

Henry Wolf bestowed 2 oxgangs of land^ 
with tofts and crofts, in this township. 

Flotmanby. Henry, son of Simon 
Scroope, gave all his lands here, extending^ 
from Waldike to the marsh; with the hoi 
mage and service of Walter Shankes, and 
his heifs, for 2 oxgangs of land. 

Andreas deKillingholm, in 1251, confirm- 
ed 11 oxgangs of land, with the capital mes- 
suage, tofts, crofts, and fislieries, in. this 
town, and with the service of 1 oxgang of 
laud, given by Alan de Coton. 

Richard de Berneville gave 5 oxgangs 
of land and 5 tofts here, with the chapel 
and the site thereof, and with all the tnr- 
bary and fishery in the marsh, held by Agw 
nef, daughter of Aeeline le Scroope, qf 
Flotmjinby. 

Walter de Buckton, and Constantia, his 
wife, gave 4 oxgangs of laud aud 4 tofts 
here, with 1 aci** of land in Rudestan, in 
exchange for 7 oxgangs and 2 tofts jjp 
Bovington. 
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The canons likewise possessed in this 
lordship, 7 ox gangs and 21 acres of land, 
with 1 1 tofts and 2 crofts, presented by 
Simon Escroop de Flotemanby and others. 

FoLKTON. Richard de Lasey, with the 
licence of Edw. I. in 1296, gave 50 cart- 
loads of turf from the marsh, and pasture 
for 300 sheep in this field. 

Henry, sou of Simon Scroope, gave 2 
GXgaugs of land and 2 tofts, with meadow^ 
pasture, and turbary, he also gave the ser- 
vice of 2 oxgangs of land in this place.. 

Tl>4?obald, son of Reinfrid, gave 2 oxg'angs 
of iaiul, aivd Walter Aylward gave a toft 
aud croi'tin this town. 

FoBDON^. Gilbert de Gaunt, gave 1 ea- 
rucate of land in thi.s pkde. 

William de Malebisse gave his part of 
the capital messuage here, with a pasture, 
contaiiiiiig' 4 oxgangs and 12 acres of land ; 
he also gave 8 oxgangs of land, in this place, 
with 8 toils, and 7 natives or villeins, and 
t^eir families and cattle. Sir William Male- 
bisse, knt. confirmed all that his ances- 
tors had given in this place, Righton, and 
Fivele, with liberty to water and pasture all 
their cattle of Fivele at his pool there; and 
pave them his close adjoining their wind*- 
mill in Fivele, A- D. 1328* 
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Fr AisnTHTOAPE. Stephen de Alost «onfer« 
red on the priwy 6 oxgangs of land, and 3 
tofts and croftn here, with all his men, their 
families, and cattle. 

Thomas de Alost, with his corpse, be« 
queathed a capital messuage and garden. 

Ernelmrga Constable gave to the prioress 
and convent of Swine, 10 oxgangs of land 
and 8 tofts in Fraisthorpe, and the natives 
or villeins with their families and cattle, 
which Maud, the first prioress, exchanged 
with the convent of Bridlington, for 6 ox- 
gangs bf land and 2 tofts in Howum, be- 
stowed by Walter de Percy. 

William, son of William de Bucton, con- 
firmed the grant of the service of William 
in le Thystles, for 1 oxgang of land and a 
toft in this place, and released the annual 
rent of Sd. paid to him by the canons out of 
1 carucate of land. 

Thomas de Melsa gave his corpse to be 
.interred in the monastery, and bestowed 
half a carucate of land called St. Mary's, 
and the wind -mill, in this place: he also 
gave the service of Godwin Furen, with all 
his family and cattle, and confirmed tlie 
service ond homage of Henry de Carethorp. 

Sir Arnald de Bucton, gave an annuity 
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of d#« OdLfor supporting* a wax -light to bnVn 
before the cros» every day at mass and ves- 
pers ; and William, h\» grandson, g^ve id 
God and the altar of the virgin Mary, on« 
pound of wax annually, issuing out of a toil 
in this place. 

Roger de Somerville, lord of Burton* Ag- 
ues, in 1307, gave his licence to the canons 
to enclose their marsh here, with a ditch on 
the west side, beginning at Horeholm and 
extending to Snotertfawatlu 

In this manor the canons likewise owned 
1 earucate and 18 oxgangs of land, 14 tofis^ 
3 crofts, and I close, with several parcels of 
marsh and meadow, and an annuity of Is. 4c/. 

In A. D. 1310, a controversy was decided 
between the canons of Bridlington, and 
William de Bolton, vicar of Kernetby, con- 
t^erning the oblations made to the image of 
SJt^ Mary, in the chapel of Fraistingthorp, 
'which were claimed by the canons, to 
whom both church and chapel had been ap^ 
pii>priated, when the parties mutually a^ 
greed that the prior and convent should have 
t^vo-thirds, and the vicar the remaining 
lhi4*d, of the oblations. 

Ganton. Adelard, the hunter, by per- 
mission of Walter, his lord, gave the cfaupei 
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of Gal met on, which Thurstain^ archbishop 
of York, converted into a churcii, and, at itjj 
dedication, ordained that it should, for the 
fiitiire,be dependent on St. Peter's church at 
Willardby, the presbyter of which church 
should appoint another presbyter to reside 
here. This church was confirmed by Eu- 
genius III* and was afterwards appropriated 
to the priory. The archbishop of York, ru 
1367, decreed, That the prior and con- 
vent, who were patrons of the vicarage, 
shonld receive two parts of the tithe corn, 
hay, wool, and iamb, of the whole parish, 
and of all live m< rtuaries of the church ; 
and that John de Oustwyk, the vicar, and 
his successors, should receive, in the name 
of their vicarage, the remaining third part; 
the decree, further ordained that the prior 
and convent should bear two parts of all 
t:xtraordinary burdens, rebuild the chailc^l, 
and find books and ornaments for the 
church ; and that the vicar should bear one 
third part of .these expences, and al#o all 
the ordinary burdens on the church incum- 
bent : the vicar, iu recompence, was com- 
manded to [Kiy to the canoiii?, 4s. Qcl. annual* 
ly, iu the church at GaUueton. 

William Fitz-Hoger (luitclniiiipd to the 
monastery 3 oxgangs of land in this place. 
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fiH' which the canons were to pny 3J^ marks. 

Ricnlf gave 2 oxgang\s of land, and a 
dwelling house, and Richard Fitz-Reg;inald 
if.ave 1 oxganor of land to this church. 

XichoUis de Galmeton gave lauds here, 
and Richard de Willardby confirmed all the 
gifts of Adelard, his father. 

GoxHTLLr, Line. Richard, son of Henry, 
confirmed "for a free and perpetual alms to 
tlie cJaurch of St. Mary of Berlington, and 
*!ie canons there serving God, the church 
of Gausia, with all its appurtenances, for 
the redemption of the soul of his father, who 
gave the same to the same church, and for 
the salvation of his own soul, and the souk 
of his relatives and friends." This church 
was confirmed and appropriated to the ca^ 
nons to support hospitality, by pope Clement 
,ill. also by Celestine III. who gave the 
obventions and fniits thereof; by Boniface 
VIII. by Benedict XL by Robert, bishop 
of Lincoln, and by king Kdward L 

Jol)n, bishop of Lincoln, in 1308, con- 
finned Itie nppro[)iiation, and ordained a 
vicarncre tliereiu, ( ndowing it as follows, 
viz. I'hat the virrir, for the time being, 
should liMve al! the manse or dwellinu- in 
Gousle, commonly called the prior of Brid- 
iinf»-ton\s dwelling house, to be fitted up for 
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the first time at the expence of the canons ; 
or else he should have the third part of the 
(leiiiesiie manor of the church, whereon to 
huild a hmise,at the cost of the said religious. 
The vicar was likewise to liave half an ox- 
ga'^g of the demesne land of the said churchy 
with all 8mall ti(he», oblations, and obven- 
tions, except the tithe of wool and lamb, iuf 
this parish ; which, with the residue of the 
demesne lands, ami all tithes of corn and 
hay of the said paris^j and church, and all 
the temporals, slionld belong to the canonsj 
they paying' yearly, 10 marks sterling, to 
the vicar, for the time bein<y, \vho w^ai^ to 
brar all ordinary hardens of the church, ex- 
cept the building and repairing of the chan- 
cel, and the archidiaconal procurations, 
which should be defrayed by the said religi- 
ous, together with the procurations at tb« 
dedication or reconciliation of the churchy 
or cemetery, when they should happen, as 
well as pay all {>apal impositions, obveu* 
tions and contributions : but, for all the ex-^ 
traordinary burdens, of w^hat nature soever, 
the vicar for the t'mie being, should bear 
liU proportion for his [vicarage, then taxed 
at 12/. per annuu), which was confirmed 
by the subdean and chapter, and ratified. 
by the prior and convent of Bndlingtoiv 
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in their chapter, who at tlie same time 
presented William or Walter de Kelhim, 
presbyter, to the said vicarage, to whom, 
in 1309, the canons gave the prior's house 
ill Gousle, with 12 acres of land in the field, 
in lieu of the dwelling-house of the vicar, 
and lialf au oxgang of land ordained to the 
vicarage, by John, bishop of Lincolu. 

Walter de Ver gave the site of a bercary 
or sheep-cote, in this township, with a croft, 
and pasture lor 300 sheep. 

Thorahi, soii of Ralph de Gousle, gave 1 
oxgang of land liere, with his corpse. 

Ralph de Coxa, aud others, bestowed and 
cjuitclaimed hull* a carucate and II oxgangs 
of land, and a toft, in this manor* 

Grindale. Pope Eugenius III. con- 
firmed I oxgang of land, with a toft and 
croft here, presented by Walter, sou of 
Jli chard de Grendale* 

Kalph Bught gave a donation of 4 ox- 
gangs of land in this place. 

GuiNTON, Richmondshire. The church 
of St. Andrew, at Swaledale cum Grenton, 
was conferred on the priory by Walter de 
Gaunt, the founder. 

In 1272, a vicarage was ordained in this 
church, presentable by the canons; the vicar. 
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was to have,forhis portion, the tithe cf corn, 
with sundry sniall tithes, and the aitnrage 
of the church, with a toft and 2 acres of land, 
in Grenton. The said vicar was appointed 
constantly to reside on the ricarage, to re- 
pair the chancel, and to bear all ordinary 
burdens of the church. 

John, earl of Richmond, confirmed all 
that the canons held of his fee iu this place. 

Gristhorpe. William de Richeburn 
gave 10^. Od. per aninim,, being the service 
of 2 oxgangs of land in Grisethorp ; he also 
gave 7 oxgangs of land and 4 tofts, the can- 
ons paying annually, to him and hisheirs,lr/. 
which was remitted in 1295, by William, 
his son. 

Robert, son of Roger de Morpath, gave 
to the convent of Bridlington, and the 
church of St. Oswald de Fivele, a piece of 
land, Ijing between two ways near New- 
biggin, which was confirmed by Hugh 
Caldehakel, baker, of Bridlington. 

The canons likewise possessed 8^ oxgangs 
of land, with meadows, 6 tofts, and pasture 
for 200 sheep, in this manor, the donations 
of Hugh, son of Roger de Caldehakel, and 
others. 

John, son and heir of Sif John de Eston, 
confirmed to the. canons all the possessions 
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x^hichthey held of his fee in this place j 
aiid also granted to them, their succe&Kors^ 
and tlieir tenants, exemption from sliitsof 
court at Thorneton. 

Hallitreholme. John, son ©fWif- 
liam de Oketon, gave this place, along with 
Thorneholme, Brackeniiooi, Nepje- 
110I.M, and Hempholm, 2 fisheries iu 
the river Hull, one half af the uuirsh of 
Wicheholm or Wichcland, and a free road 
through other lands to Halitreholme. Ife 
afterwards gave the "other half of the inarsfa, 
towards the maintefiance of a chaplain^ 
or canon, to perform divine service in 
thechai>el of St. Nicholas, at Halitreholm. 
In addition to these grants he he>towed 3 
other fisheries, reserving a free road for 
himself and his men. • 

Thomas de Bristhill gave a parcel of land 
here, and Henry, son of Thomas de llris-^ 
til gave a road, of 14 feet in breadth. 

John, son of William de Aton de Bris^ 
tliil, and Herbert, son of William de St. 
Quintin de Harpham, gave to the canons a 
free passage for their cattle, carriages, and. 
animals, in the territory of Bristhil. 

Hai.sha^i:. Peter le Vavasour de Hals- 
ham granted 6 acres of land, and 1 pool in. 
this place/ which William, son and heir 
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of Hugh de Bawtry, confirmed, in 1314. 

Stephen Huberdouncy, of Hatsham, gave 
half an acre of land in this township. 

Hedon. Osbert, son of Walter de Fris- 
Dfiare, gave all the land which Hugh, son of 
Tokemann, held of him, in this place. 

HEMiNGBY,Linc. In this manor the coit- 
vent possessed sundry parcels of land, with 
pasture for 2 oxen in the field, presented by 
Hugh de Heniingby, and others. 

HiLDERTHORPE. Gilbert de Gaunt be* 
stowed 2 caracates, and king Henry I. haJf 
a carucate, of land, in thi& place. 

Macheritus bestowed 2 oxganirs of hind 
in Hildertorp: — John, son of Arundel de 
HilJerthorp,. granted 2 axgangs of land 
here. 

Richard, son of Stephen de Hilderthorp, 
gave to the fabric of the church, two part:^ 
of a toft in this town, on cosidition that tlie 
canons should pay Id. per annum, whi(*h- 
was released to then^ in 1276. 

HoLBEACH, Line. Conan, sonof Elyas 
de HolbeCy gave to- the canoais- a donation 
of land here, and added 10 acres in the 
uew marsh and meado»w lying in Hold«gate, 
1 salt pit, and common for their cattle, to- 
"Hards the maintenance of twa canons in thl<i 
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town, to pray for the .voiils of Emmecine, 
Sibil, Ad?y and Avice, his wives. 

Conan, sou of llelias de Couton, g-ave 
1 Halt pit, and J acres of meadow, with li- 
berty to dig turf in this phice. 

John J son of Galfrid, sou of Alger de 
Holbec^ quitclainied to the convent 1 mes-^ 
snage and 1 mill, in this town. 

In A. D. 1279, John de Reppes, and- 
three' other persons, acknoMledged that 1 
messuage and 40 acres of land in this terri- 
tory, belonged to the prior .and convent of 
Bridlington. 

lloL3iE. The canons possessed 6 ox- 
gangs of land and 2 tofts in Iloum, the gift 
of Walter de Percy. 

HoRNCASTLS, Line. Pope EugeniusIII* 
confirmed to the priory, the church of 
Horneastle, with all the churches in the 
jjoke thereof. 

llux3iANBY. Gilbert de Gant gave pas- 
ture for 50 sheep, with tbe site of a bercary 
or sheep-cote, containing 2 acres of land. 

Simon Scroope gave the service of an ox- 
gang of laud, and William, son of John de 
Hiindemanby, with his corpse, gave an ox- 
gang of land and a toft, in this place. 

The provost and canons of St. Johu of 
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Beverley, with the consent of Thiir«tain, 
archbishop of York, granted to the canons 
of Bridlington, 2 traves, or 2d. out of each 
cart-load of corn grown in every township 
i^ithin the parishes of Bridlington and llww^ 
manby, on condition that the canons of Be- 
verley should have the benefit of their pray- 
ers, whether living or dead, in the same 
manner as they were offered for the canons 
of Bridlington ; for this grant the prior and 
convent of Bridlington were to pay to St, 
Jolin of Beverley, an annuity of IZs.Ad* 

Kt;i.k.Parva. Hugh de Capella, Alan 
de Kilhim, and others, bestowed 2 carw^ 
cates, 1 oxganjr, and 35 acres of land, witji 
several parcels of arable, marsh, and mea- 
daw land, and 2 mills, in this lordship. 

Robert Huctred, of Scardeburgh, arch- 
deacon of the east-riding, and rector ofFos- 
ton, with the consent of Walter, archbi- 
shop of York, in 12ei7, granted and demi- 
sed to the convent, for 13 marks of silver, 
the tithes of the whole township , with all 
the lands in this place belonging to the 
church of Foston, by reason of the chapel 
here, with all oblations and obventions 
whatsoever, belonging to the said mother 
church. 

Sir William de Boy vile> knt. and Joan, 
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his wife, g"a>e tlie whole of this manor and 
town, with the wards and lioinages, and a 
road l)evond the moor of Burton, which was 
confirmed hi 1371. 

Sir William de St.(iiiintin, lord of Harp- 
ham, granted in 1290, a free road of 40 
feet in breadth, beyond the moor of Bur- 
ton-Agnes, for their carriages and cattle. 

KiXHAM. Robert Wiles de Lowthorp, 
chaplain, and other donors, granted 6 ox- 
gangs of land and 1 toft, in the township of 
Killnm. 

KfLLERBY, Aufrid de Flameburgh gave 
4 oxgangs of land in Kilverdeby. 

LEBBER3TON. William de Kaiton gav« 
tlie hmnagc and service of Thomas, son of 
Oliver de Crohum, for lands in Ledbrestou, 
which was confirmed by William de Forti- 
bus, earl of Albemarle. 

Henry, son of Richard de Angoteby, 
gave an annuity of 6s. 6rf. out of 2 oxganijs 
and 4 acres of land, and 2 tofts, in tliic 
place; and also gave the service of Eustace, 
son of Ivo de Museton, and of Roger, sou 
of Henry, nephew of Ralph,son of Columba. 

Ralph, fion of Columba de Ledbriston, 
released to the canons, an annuity of 4s, (Irf, 
which William, the clerk, his brother, and 
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Roger, son of Henry, his, nephew, used to 
pay for lands held of him. 

Sir Robert de Ross gave a carncate of 
laxid here to the monks of Rieval, betvveen 
whom, and the canons of Bridlinirton, a 
dispute arose concerning the tithe of 
the same, when pope Gregory IX. in 
1228, ordained that the monks should grant 
or farm the tithe hay to the canons for the 
annual rent of 1^. 4(L 

One oxgang of land, 2 tofts, and 2 crofts, 
in this place, were given to the church 
of St. Oswald de Fivelay. 

The canons likewise possessed in this 
lordship, 1 caracate, 5 oxgangs, 4 seiious, 
and 4 acres of land ; 8 totts, and 4 crofti, 
with other donations of land of which the 
quantity was not s}>ecified ; the prior and 
conveiit, in 1308, were acknowledged to 
possess one moiety of the manor. 

Lou.vD, Line. Robert Fitz-Huirh be- 
stowed 20 acres of land which liad been for- 
iMcrly given for a chapel, ia this place : h^ 
also gave 6 acres of jaud on condition that 
the prior and convent would sufter him to 
l)ave a chapel in his court at Tost. 

Hugh, son of Henry de l-^cverel of Lund, 
g'ave a rood of land in this place. 

LowiiioxiPE. Walter, son and heir of 
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Richftrd Martyn^de Royston, for the wel- 
fare of the sjoul of Maudy his wife, aiid for 
that of Walter de Loiithorp, gave a toft and 
croft ill this town, with the moiety of a par- 
cel of laud extending" towards Royston. 

Stephen de KilUim gave 2 tofts here, 
with an acre of moor, and passage to lead 
the turf given hy Robert de Louthorpe. 

Other donors bestowed a toft and croft, 
and 4 acres of meadow, with other lauds, in 
tliis town. 

John, son of Thomas de Heslarton,in 1308, 
coniiruied to the canons all their possessions^ 
in this territory. 

Marton. Agnes, daughter of Ernald 
de Marton, when a widow, for the good of 
the souls of Symou and Reginald, her hus- 
bands, with her corpse, gave 4 oxgangs of 
land and 4 tofts in this place. 

William de Sywardeby^ Leceliue, hi» 
wife, and Agnes, daughter of Ernaid de 
Mnrton, confirmed 1 oxgang of land here 
of the fee of Gant, with a toft, giveu by 
Unua, the mother of Ernald. The said 
William also gave the homage and seivicje 
of Andrew, sou of Adelmine, with all his 
family and cattle. 

Walter de Marton gave a culture of land 
ill this place and iu Sy wardby, with pasture 
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for 100 she^p in the fields hereof: \re also 
irave a culture in Svvvardbv and Marton, 
west of the hermitage ;* and likewise gave 
the hermitage and a selicm of land on the 
east »id«, with pasture in the territories of 
the said towns for 100 slieep. Th« pasture 
for 200 sheep was confirmed by Sii* Tho- 
mas de.Heslarton, knt. about A* D. 130^. 
Julian, daughter of Ralph de Flaynburg 
gave 2 oxgangs of land in this place, with 
fi tofts : Agnes, daughter of Kruiild de 
Marton, for. the benefit of the soul of Simon, 
her husband, gave 2 acres of land and a toft 
in this place, for the sup{K)rt of a light ut 
the great altar : John, son and heu* of Ar- 
iiuld de Marton, quitclaimed the meadow 
called the meadow of the Sacrist, in the 



* IIkrmitagbm were rt'ligious cells erected in >olil«ry situi> 
tions, for siny^ic persons (»r for eoinmurrilics; tbey wttre sotne- 
times entlowed, and frequently annexed lo 4aru:e reliy^ioiw 
liMuses; the H«rmits of liie tinendo\v*edx*ei>is wet^e rejiuled aa 
common be^jjars. 

Hospitals were lionses appointed Htt tlir Ve(v;jA!(>n of Ihft 
poor and im|)ot(M1^ umi ware i»^nerall\ Kuj>|>lietl wilh two or 
Ihree re'iit^ioiis-; one of svliom was the laasUr or prior, anil tltn 
otlie.rs eknp'tiins or fOirresi>-ors ; these liA;iHlalioiKS ohseiv«d 
Ibc rule oi" Sft. A'nirnstine. ' 

CiiANTiiiki were lillle elmrcltes, chapels, or pnrlicnlar altars 

in calhedral "i^r parochial ehurehos, endo\^ed wilh himis ur 

other revenn'es, for Ihe maintenance of one <»r m^re pri« st*, 

^aily to fiifig mass, hu^I perform divine sca'virc for [[><.' »ouk» of 

-^i^i-i'^UMdei'i, or o«l*:iUi;h othvTs ns thcj up;)<»lnii'J. 
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field of Marton and Sy wardby, and, in 1277, 
g'ave a toft and croft : Gilbert, son of Luca 
Silver,of Bridlington, for the use of the poor 
in the hoi^pital at that place, bestowed 2 ox- 
gangs of land in Martx>n and Sy warby : 
and Luca Silver, for the good of the souU of 
Amice and Maud, his wives, gave 2 selions 
of land here for the use of the hermitage. 

Mareham ; Making ; Maltby; Line. 
The grants of the churches of Marrum, Ma- 
ring, and Moteby, were cpnfiimed to the 
canons by Eugenius III. 

Nafperton- William Constable of 
Flaynburgh, with his corpse, bequeathed an 
oxgang of land and a toft in this place. 

Robert de Dictoha gave a toft and croft 
here, with all his land, pasture, and mea- 
dow, belonging to 1 oxgang ; he also gave 
all the turbary belonging to 2 oxgangs, in 
this town. 

In the manor of Nafferton the canons had 
likewise 5 oxgangs and 7 acres of land, a 
meadow, 5 tofts, o crofts, and arv annuity 
of 3^. 3rf. conferred by Galfrid de^'^andes- 
ford, chaplain, and other donors. 

Newriggin. William Fossard gave 2 
oxgangs of land and a toft here. 

Robert de Weirne, in 1286, granted to 
the canons free passage through all this 
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field to lead their corn and hay when and 
where they chose. 

Newsome. Nicholas de Meynil confirm-^ 
ed 2 carucates of land in Newsona> given^ 
by William de Cantalupe. 

Newton. John, son of Galfrid.de Fri- 
boys, quitclaimed 2 oxgangs, and R. Ta- 
Inn gave 4 perches, of land, in the field of 
Newton, in Holderness. 

Ottringham. William de Ottringham^ 
and Richard, his brother, gave the church 
at this place, with a croi't, and the tithe of 
their mill. The pbventians and fruits- of 
this church were appropriated to the canons 
by pope Clement 111. for the support of 
hospitality. 

Agnes de Ottringham, for the good of 
the soul of William, her brother, gave an 
oxgang of land to the church of St, Wil- 
frid at this place. 

The canons had likewise conferred on 
them, in this lordship, the third part of a 
carucate, 14 oxgangs, 4iS acres, and 10 se- 
lions, of land ; a house and a garden ; 3 tofts 
and 1 croft, with several parcels of land of 
which the quantity was not specified; and 
an annuity of 1^. 2d. 

In a dispute between the abbot and con- 
vent of Meaux and the prior and convent 
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of Rriillington, A. D. 1294, it was agreed 
that the former should wave their privilege 
of being exempt from payment of tithes for 
their lands in this place, and that the latter 
should receive the fall tithe of corn and hay 
belonging to the mother-church of Ottring- 
hum : the abbot and convent likewise en-» 
gaged topaj t\e annual sum of 3/. \0s. Orf. 
in compensation for the small tithes, and 
agreed that neither themselves, nor their 
niihisters, should administer nor retain o- 
blations without a licence from the prior^and 
convent, who covenanted not to molest them 
in what related to their chantry in this 
village. 

Potter-Brompton. The canons Vad 
confirmed to them, pasture for 800 sheep, 
with 46 acres of land, and a meadow, in the 
field of l^ttcr-brumpton. They appear after- 
wards to have lost part of these possesions, 
as Mary, relict of Ivo de Willardby, is said 
to have restored pa^tiwe for 300 sheep on the 
wold of Brnnton, with 30 acres of land. 

Master Henry de Willardby, fortlie use 
of the hospital in the priory, bestowed an 
acre of land and a toft in this place. 

Independent of the above possessions, the 
canons hi^d 4 oxgangs and a culture of land, 
with 3 tofts, and an annuity of half a mark. 



77 

granted by Reginald Britton, and others. 

RiGHTON. Malger de Erghum, with 
the consent of Walter de Gant, gave 4 ox- 
gangs of land in Rioton, which were con- 
firmed by pope Eugenius 111. and king 
Henry 1. 

Malger de Rychton, and others, bestowed 
11 oxgangs of land and the third part of a- 
nother oxgang, with 2 tofts, in this place. 

RiSTON. Ansketil* gave lands in Riston, 
which the canons exchanged with Robert 
de Scur, for 2 oxgangs of land, in Acklam. 

RooTH. Wak-fi* de Rutha gave 2 ox- 
gangs of land in this township. 

RuDSTON. Johii,son of William de Rude- 
Stan, rector of the mediety of South Fer- 
riby, with hij^ corpse bequeathed 6 oxgawgs 
of land and 4 tofts in this place : and Alan, 
son of Stephen Malger de Rudestan, knt. 
with his corpse also gave 2 oxgangs of land 
and a toft here. 

The canons, in addition to these donations, 
had 2 carucates and 9 oxgangs of land, 
with 8 tofts and 2 crofts, bestowed on them 
•by Sir Malger de Rudestan, knt. and others. 

Robert, son of John de Twenge, living 
in Rudestan, remitted the annuity of 1^/. 
paid to him by the canons for ' 2 tofts in 
this town. 
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SCALBY. Popes Eugenius Ill.an'd Celes- 
tine III. coiifiruied the church of Scalleby, 
given by Eustace Fitz-John. 

A dispute between thie canons of Brid- 
lington, and the brethren of the hospital of 
St. John of Jerusalem, at Stainton^ was set- 
tled in 1221, by the pope's commissionei's, 
who ordained that the canons should peace- 
ably enjoy their vaccary, or cow-pasture, 
of Haibrune; and should receive the tithes 
of the said hospitallers, belongings to the 
church of Scalleby. Another dispute in 
which the same parties- were engaged in 
1225, was decided by the canons' allowing 
the brethren to enjoy all their enclosed lands 
in Staynton,l>ut debarring further enclosure 
without especial licence ; and reserving free 
common for their own cattle, belonging to 
the church of Scalleby. 

After a controversy between Thomas, 
prior of Bridlington, and Roger, abbot of 
Whitby, in 1281, it was agreed that the 
prior should renounce all claim to common 
right of pasturage in Hakenes, Silfhou, and 
Suthfeld, belonging to his freehold of ScaF^ 
leby, Briningeston, and Clocton ; the abbot 
granting that the prior should have right 
of pasture in Haiburne for 60 cows and 
their young under 3 years, and liberty to 
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graze 20 brood mares, with their foals un- 
til 3 years old, the prior paying annually^ 
at Wyteby, one pound of wax and one 
pound of incense. The abbot at the same 
time reserved the right of enclosing 500 
acres of land within the above-named places, 
but in such manner as to allow free ingress 
and egress for the prior's cattle to and from 
tne pasture of Haiburne. 

A contest between these canons, and the 
Cistercian monks of Scarborough, M'as en- 
ded in 1281, and determined, that the canons 
should have half the tithe of such animals 
belonging to the parish of Scardeberg as 
were fed in the parish of Scaleby, or in 
proportion to the time they might be there. 

King Henry H. gave free pasture in his 
forest at this place, for all the swine belong- 
ing to the canons, at the time when other 
hogs fed in the said forest. 

ScARBOROUfVH. To the convent of Cis.- 
tercians at Scarborough was granted "the 
church of St. Mary, the jurisdiction of the 
ancient chapel within the castle, and all 
other chapels, as well within the walls of 
the town, as without." This house was 
seized as an alien priory, by Henry IV. 
who granted the sum of 110 marks to be 
paid yearly to the prior and convent of 
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BriclHngton, from the parish church of 
Pcarclebnrgh so long as it should remain in 
Ihe hands of the king. Thia sum of 110 
marks was commanded by Henry V. to be 
paid into his Exchequer, by the prior of 
Bridlington ; Henry VI. released the pay- 
ment ; and Edward IV. in the first ^ear of 
his reign, from his "great regard for the 
praise and honour of God, and of the blessed 
and glorious Virgin Mary of Bridlington, 
and for the special respect which he had for, 
and bore towards, the glorious Confessor, 
the holy John, formerly Prior of the afore- 
said place, granted and confirmed to ihe 
C'Anons and Convent of the Monastery of 
the blessed Mary of Bridlington, and their 
successors, the said church of ScardeburgU, 
-with all it« chapels, rents, courts, suits, ser- 
vices, possessions, liberties, and all other 
profits and advantages, of whatever kind, 
respecting or appertaining thereto, and the 
adyowsonand patronage of the same churchy 
with every thing apj)ertain!ng, to have and 
to. hold by the same Cauons and Convent^ 
irnd their successors for a pure and per- 
petual alms for ever," without any compen- 
sation being rendered to him or to his heirs 
for the same. 

ScoTLETHORPE, Llnc, Maud, relict of 
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Galfrid le Bnttiler, gave 8, soUons and 3 
acres of arable laud, with her meadow, in 
this territory : — Adaui de Amundevil gave 
27 acres and a toft. 

4 

Skaverby. John del Haye, of Marton, 
gave a toft, and Elyas Pulayn.of Bridling* 
ton^ gave an annuity of 6c/. out of a toft and 
croft, in Siwardeby, to the fabric of the . 
church at Bridlington, 

William, ^ox\ of Malger Rattin, bestow- 
ed 2 oxgangs of land, and 2 tofts ; and 
Ralphs son of William, son of Anifrid dc 
Flainburg, gave a toft in this town, for the 
use of the poor in the hospital at Bridlington. 

Henry Silver, of Bridlington, gTanted 
S oxgangs of land here,towards buying wine 
for the use of the church, at mass. 

In this manor the canons likewise owned 
19 oxgangs of land, independent of 15 ox- 
gangs which were quitclaimed to them, 1 1 
tofts, 1 messuage, and sundry trivial dona- 
tions of land, 

SiiEUBURN. Pope Eugenius III. and king 
Henry II. confirmed 1 carucate of land in 
Scireborn, granted by Robert de Wichvil. 

Skipsea. In the lordship of Skipse the 
convent possessed lands, of which the quan- 
tity is not specified, granted by Benedict 
de Dunsele. 
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pKimycTCN. The prior arcl convent 
of ]\e\vl)nr<>:h sold to the canons of Uriel- 
lington, 2 oxgangs of land and half a toft 
in this place, for 5 marks. 

William le Gross, Ralph de Skirlington, 
And other donors, bestowed 4 canicates, 18 
oxgaiigs, 8 acres, and I selion of land, with 
a large close, capital messuage, and gar- 
den, 4 tofts, and I croft, in this manor, 

SouTHORPB, Line. In Suthorp the ca- ' 
nons owned 2 places of meadow, 5i acres 
and 2 selions of land, and an annuity of 
4s. Od, 

A contest respecting the tithes of corn and 
hay, and the small tithes in this place, was, 
by the pope's commissioners, determined in 
favour of the prior and Convent. 

Speeton. Earl Gilbert de Gant gave 
3 carucates of land in Speton, which Willi- 
am, the son of Lambert, held of him, with 
all his nieadow in Rnvencliff ; he also con- 
firmed the land in his demesne of Ravencliff 
given by Audeonus de Hundemanneby, and 
Walter, the son of Bertun, his men ; and, in 
bequeathing his corpse for interment in the 
monastery, likewise confirmed the service 
of Thecio, for 3 carucatcs,in this town. 

In A. D. 1182, Thomas de Alost ex- 
changed with the canons all his lands in this 
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.field, for 1 carucate in Fraisthorpe, the ca- 
nons «:ivino: him 20 marks. 

Gilbert Trels of Speeton, andothers, ga^e 

1 oxgangof land, I meadow, and 1 toft in. 
tliis township. 

Sproatley. Walter deVer, sonofAde 
of Gousla crave the church of St. S within at 
Sproteley for the support of the hospitality 

of Brellington, and bound himself by his 
"bodily oath, never tp move any unjust suit 
aofainst the i*rior and Canons concerninof the 
church of Sproatley." This grant was con- 
firmed by Eugeiiius III. 

Ralph, brother of Ernisius de Gousle, gave 

2 oxgangs of land here, to buy incense for 
the great altar in this church. 

William le Gross, earl of Albemarle, and 
other benefactors, also bestowed 5 oxgangs 
of land and 5 tofts in this place. 

Staxton. Richard de Galmeton gave 
an oxgang of land in this place, to the 
church of St. Peter, at Willardby ; with 
2 oxgangs of land for leave to have a chan- 
try,in the chapel at Staxton: these dona- 
tions were confirmed by his son, Henry,who 
added half a carucate of land and 2 tofts, 
and confirmed a grant of pasture for 400 
sheep in these fields, on condition of having 
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a chantry in the chapel of St. Giles in tlii» 
town. 

lu St^chestnne the convent liad likewise 
4 oxgangs, 185 acres, and 6 selions of land, 
granted by William de Bozhale, and others. 

Stretton, Line. Sir Hugh Britton,knt. 
released to the canons, by papal authority, 
all his right in 5 acres of land, in this place. 

Hugh de Tateshall gave the tithes of his 
lordship of Stretton, which was confirmed 
by his son, along with 8 acres of land which 
bud been bestowed on the chapel ufStrettou^ 

A contest respecting the chantry in this 
cbapcl, was ended in 1228, when Sir Hugh 
Brittou, knt. was ordained to give 2* acres 
of land in this township to the church of 
Bauiburgh, on condition that he should 
have divine service iu his chapel ; he send- 
ing, at his own expence, a priest to offici- 
ate therein, to be presented by the prior and 
convent of Bridlington, who were t-o receive 
all the oblations of the mother chuvcJi. 

Sutton. Sometime after A. D. 1332, 
a dispute arose between the canons of Brid- 
lington,, and Robert de Stilliugton, per}>e* 
tual vicar of the church of Sutton in Galtres, 
concerning ths tithes of Sutton and Hew by, 
when archbishop Gray ordained that the 
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canons, shonld have all the tithe of corn and 
pulse, of the whole town, and 4 oxoangs of 
land in the same field. The vicar, who 
was to be at the presentation of tli€ prior 
and convent, was to have the capital mes- 
suage contiguous to the church, and to be 
exempted from the payment of tithes : he 
was also to receive the whole of the alt«irage 
of Sutton, and to have 12 acres of land be- 
longing to the cha]7el of Hoby, with the 
whole tithes and oblations of Sutton and 
Hoby. The vicar, for the time beinor, ^vax 
ordained, by himself, or a fit clerk, honestly 
to serve the church and "Chapel of Hoby ; 
and to provide lights, books, ami all other 
necessary ornaments^ and also to answer the 
archdeacon's procurations, and entirely to 
bear all due and accustomary burdens ; and 
likewise to repair and rebuild the chancel, at 
his own charge,as often as occasion required* 

SWALEDALE, Pope Eugenius in.cojifirm- 
ed the grant of this chur<*h,. Vide Grinton. 

Robert, son of Walter de Gant, gave all 
the herbage in Swaledale, within certain 
limits, reserving the wild-beasts and trees. 

THORNHOLMii:. Alice de Stutcville gav« 
m toft — and Agnes de Stuteville, for the 
good of the son! of Isabel, her sister, also 
gave a toft, in Thirnom^ 
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Ttamton, probably Frampton, Line* 
The church of this place was confirmed to 
the convent by Eugenius II L 

Thwing, John, son of John de Harp- 
liauif gsiTc the mediety of the church of 
Twenge,* which was confirmed by Ancc- 
line, his son. 

John, son of Rol>ert de Thwen^, in 

A. D. 1448, gave an annuity of Ss. Od. out 
of lands and tenements, in this place, and 
in BuTTERWYK, Langtoft, Newton, 
Foxholes, and other places, in Yorkshire. 
UiiRAM. William, earl of Albemarle, 
§ave an annual rent of 1/. 10*. Orf, which 
Robert de Ulram used to pay to him for 
]ands[ held in this town. 

II ^ M I I I ■ ■ I ■ I ■ II II ■■ 

* As some oftbe readers of this work may wish to know th« 
4i)rm in which donations were usually conferred, the tyrant of 
this mftdiety, which will conv-ey a sufficiently correct idea of 
grants mineral, shaU form the substance of the present 
note. — -'"To all those who -shall see or hear these presents, 
John the son of J4>hn de Jlarphara wisheth everlasting salva- 
tion in the Lord. Know all men that I hav:e granted and gi- 
^AtL, and by th'S my present deed do confirm to God and tho 
Church of 8aUit Mary -of Bridlington and the Canons thuro 
fibrving'Ood fer a pure free and perpetual alms the Medietj 
•of the Church of All Saints -of Th^cng, with all Appertaining 
•to the said iMediet^' within the town an^il without the tuwu 
without any retaining so freely and wholly as any Knight ca« 
fire or grant a church more freely or wholly to religious meis 
retaining nothing of tbe Mediety of the said Cburch to myself 
wmf heirs «xoeptfn«:<ml5r ti&e suffragse of their prayers and 
that this ny gift may be tirm and stablished 1 strengthen it bj 
Wkt* muniment of my Seal in the presence of these witncsMs, 
Marmaduk* 4e Thwang, OilUert de Atoo« 4cc 4cc. itc.** 
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WiCHEFORD ? William dc Morton, nx\d 
Agnes, WxH wifcj gave this church, which 
was confirmed by Eugeuuis.111, 

William de Widbred, in 1276> gave 2 
acres of land in this place^ 

WiiXERBY. Walter de Gant, the fono- 
der, confirmbed the grant of this church by 
Adelard, the hunter, his mitn, vi^hich wa» 
also confii'med by Henry de Willardeby,, 
son of Adelard, who gave half a carucate^ 
and 7 oxgangs of land, 1 toft, and pasture 
iiir 500 sheep: he also gave the service of 
Theobald, soil of LycoU", with his sons and 
daughters^ 

Walter de Bovington, and William, his 
brother, exchanged 7 oxgangs of land and 
2 tofts in this place, for 6 oxgangs of land 
in Bovington, 

Eu.^«oe, ^oii of Wnlmm N erilre gare att 
nnnuitv of 8rf. out of lands here — confirmed 
the gifts of his father — and remitted 1 mark 
for 3 oxgangs of land and a toft, which his 
father had bestowed* 

AdelanI de Willardby gave 20^ acres of 
land here, to maintain a light ak the great 
altar in the priory ; he a^so gave 1 acre of 
meadow, several acres of land, a toft, and 
a dwelling, in this township, which receiv- 
ed the confirmation of Walter de^ Gant. 
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Phillip, the chaplain of WillarcTebjf , witfc- 
his corpse gave 3 acres, and some smaller 
donations, of land. 

William, son of Master Henry de Wil- 
lardeby, gave 1 oxgang of land, with a toft 
and croft, and a meadow, in this place, for 
which the canons were to pay, 4d. annually 
to the hospital at Beverley. 

In this lordship the canons likewise pos- 
sessed half a carucate, 13 oxgangs, 46 acres> 
3 selions, and sundry parcels, of land; 8^ 
tofts and 4 crofts ; several parcels of mea- 
dow, pasture, and tuibary ; pasture for 160 
»hee|) ; 1 capital messuage, and an annuity 
of 4d. 

WiLSTHORPE. Sir Gilbert de Ganf^ 
gave 2 carucates of land in Wy velsthorp. 

Henry, surnamed Black, de Willsthorp, 
<ju!tt'lt*!2r.cd aVl hi» Y\*^hi in l^nW/s in tUl» 
place, and in Ergom, in Holderness, with 
all homages, wards, escheats, and suits of 
court. 

WiNKToN. Alan de Muncels, with the 
consent of Maud, his wife, and Robert, hi« 
son and heir, gave to tlie poor of the hospi- 
tal at Bridlington, 2 oxgangs and 2 acres 
of land, with a toft, in this place : — Walter 
Burdoun, in Wincton, gave 4 acres of land, 
and. a turbary, to the same hospital. 
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Thomas de Munc©l», lord of Beniiston, 
HI 1299, gave free road to the canons, their 
servants, cattle, and carriages, from Herte^ 
burn to Wincton, and from Wincton to Lei.- 
net : he also gave a foot and horse-road from 
Fraisthorpe, beyond the moor, to'Winkton, 
and through the middle of Winkton to the 
angle of his manor of Bermston, and thence 
to Lesset. 

WiTHAM, Line. Robert, son of Walter 
Torpel, of Witham, for the soul of Mariot, 
his late wife, gave. 3 acres of land with a 
toft and croft : — and Alice, relict of Walter 
Torpel, gave, for the souls of Robert and 
Mariot, abovementioned, 3^ acres of land, 
in this place. 

Avice, daughter of Heury de Manthorp, 
g;ave 4 selions of land to the altar of i^t. 
Andrew, at Witham. 

In addition to these benefactions the ca- 
nons had .2^ ox gangs, 71^ acres, and 4 selU 
ons of land, a wood, a toft and croft, and 
the service .of IL 2s. Od. per annum, out of 
lands in this place ; bestowed by Sir John 
de Witham, and other donors. 

Walter de Gant gave this church, which 
was confirmed by Eugenius III. and by 
Innocent IV. and being afterwards appro* 
pi:iated to the priory, a vicarage was tber«- 
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in ordained^ and, in 1334, the ricar's por- 
tion determined as follows ; viz/ That the 
Ticarage should con&ist in all oblations, ex- 
cept fish, spousals, annuals, and triennials, 
of which the vicar should have only a third 
part ; also in all the altarage, and the third 
part of all the tithes, except of the demesne 
lands belonging to the canons, in this parish, 
of which he should receive no tithe : the vi- 
car M'as to have a suitable mansion built for 
his residence, a toft adjoining thereunto, 
and common pasture in the field of Witham; 
all ordinary burdens, episcopals, and archi- 
diaconals were to be borne by the said vi- 
,€ar, who was^ to perform divine service in 
the chapel of Lund, on dominical days, 
throughout the year. The whole of the 
church was valued at 24 marks, and the vi- 
caraire at 8 marks, 

Wold-Newton, formerly Newton- 
Rochford- Emma de Gant gave 1 carucate 
ef land in this lordship, which was confirm- 
ed by William de Percy, her son, and by 
pope Eugenius III. 

' Sir Walran de Rochford bestowed a toft, 
and confirmed 2 tofts and crofts, in this 
town. -— 

The reader will perceive from the fore- 
going pages that mapy of the donations 
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were conferred for the welfare of the soul* 
of the donors, and others ; and that several 
were bequeathed with the corpses of the 
testators, the people, in the catholic period, 
being anxious to secure their interment in 
religious houses, under the idea of partici- 
pating in the benefit of the prayers and mas- 
ses daily offered therein. In addition to those 
who with their corpses bequeathed posses- 
sions to this house — and some there were who 

"Loved the church so well, and gave so largely to*t, 
Tbey thought it should have canopied their bones 
Till Dooms-day," — 

Burton mentions nineteen others, who by 
their wills directed that their bodies should 
te here interred, among whom was Peter 
de Mauley, the eighth lord of Mulgrave, 
in A. D. 1416; 

The annual revenue of this priory was 
682/. 13^. 9d. according to Speed ; but, 
according to Dugdale, only 547/. 6^. Id. 
The diJSference which invariably exists in 
the statements of these authors is usually 
accounted for by supposing that the former 
gives the gross and the latter the net a- 
. mount of the rent? I; but there exists, in 
this instance, a difference far too great to 
have been expended in pensions and other 
outpayments, and almost induces a belief 
that some item has escaped Dugdale's 
observation. 
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Only a very inadequate idea can be formed 
of the real value of the monastic revenue*. 
The abbots and priors, in order to conceal 
the extent of their riches, seldom or never 
raised their ancient rents, but chose rather 
to oblige their tenants to pay a considera- 
ble fine on the renewal of their leases ; and 
according- to these ancient rentals, were es- 
timated the annual incomes of the religious 
houses at their suppression : — bishop Bur-» 
net affirms that they were at least ten time* 
thef acknowledged amount. 

The following enumeration of the priors 
of Bridlington, independent of some part 
of the historical notices, is likewise taken 
from the Monasticon of Burton, 

WicuEMAN, or WiKEMAN, occurs in It 
dispute respecting the tithe of fish at Filey, 
which dispute was settled in 1122. 

Henry I. granted that the canons should 
have tholj theam^soCjSaCy^nd infangentheof ;'*^ 

* TuoLy signifies a riu:ht granted to the lords of certain ma- 
nors, oi' taking custom or toll, of such persons as should buf 
or sell within their terrilories : — ^Theam, the prerogative tff 
restraining and judging bondmen and villeins, and of dispo- 
sing of them at pleasure: — Soc, the power of holding courts, 
settling disputes, and summoning ofienders within their juris- 
diction — Soc also implies the circuit in which this power U 
• exercised : — Sac, the liberty of imposing fines, and imprisdmc 
ing ofl'enders, by the said court: and It^vAMornvrnBov, ths 
privilege of judging thieves and robbers for offences comniU 
t«d within their boundaries. 
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with all liberties and customs enjoyed by 
other religious houses in Yorkshire. The 
privileges, immnnities, and possessions of 
this house were subsequently confirmed by 
several of the English - sovereigns, and of 
the Roman pontiffs. 

Adebolb, contemporary with Thur- 
stain, archbishop of York, who died in 1 139* 
. Bernard, occurs as witness to a charter 
granted by Henry, archbishop of York, to 
the monastery of Whitby, in 1152. He 
Was succeeded by 

Robert, sumamed the Scribey from his 
having written and compiled many great 
works. Leland, who visited the monasteries 
in 1534, looked over his writings, then pre- 
ijerved in the library of the priory, and in- 
forms us that he was interred in the Clois- 
ter, near the door of the chapter-house, with 
this inscription, Robertus Cognomento 
ScRiBA, QuARTus Prior. , He occurs 
about A. D. 1160. 

The pirates of Norway having made a 
descent on the northern coast, and plundered 
th<B abbey and vicinity of Whitby, in 1164, 
the priories of Bridlington and Guisborough 
were fortified with walls and ditches, so 
that they were enabled to resist an enemy 
and to stand a few days' siege^ 



/ 



94 

Gregory, witnessed a cTmrter granted 
by Roger, arehbishop of York, to the abbey 
of Whitby, in 1170, and again in 1173.. 
Hifi sucoessor, 

Hugh, was eng'ag^ed in a controversy 
with Peter, abbot of Whitby, eencerning 
the tithe ©f fish at Filey, in 1190, To 
Hugh succeeded 

Helyas, who- oeeura about A. D. 1 200. 

William V of Newbnrgh, a celebrated 
monkish historian who flourished in the 

j reign of king- John, was a native of Brid- 

lington, but, having" become a canon of 
!fJewburgh, took his surname from thence. 
Uis principal historical w^ork commenceg 
with the Norman Conquest and ends Mith 
the year 1197. In purity of stile he is, by 

> Dr. Watts, preferred to Matthew Parim, 

and equalled with Eadmer and JM;;I«.;;^ 
bury* His woiks have been pyblished by 
Ilearne.. 

I Pope Innocent III. who filled the papal 

chair from 1198 to 12 H>, granted to these 
canons several important privileges^ one of 
which was the power of excommunicating 
til such as should unjustly deprive them of 
their property* 

The canons having complained that the 
archdeacon of llicbmond, in visiting pue 
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of tb«ir clmrclies had travelled vr\ih 97 
horses, 21 dogs, and 3 hawks, by which he 
consumed more of their provisions in one 
hour than would have maintained that 
church for a long time, Innocent forbade 
that he should, in future, travel with morf 
attendance than was allowed by the statutes 
of the council of Lateran, which limited the 
retinue of an archbishop to 50 horses^ a 
bishop to 30, a legate to 25, and an arch- 
deacon to 7. 

Hubert, occurs in 1218^ and was en- 
gaged in a dispute respecting common- 
pasture at Blubber-houses, in 1227. He 
was followed by 

Thomas, who had a dispute with the 
abbot of Whitby respecting the pasturage 
at Scalby, in 1231. This prior again oc- 
tnirs in 1249. 

John, who was elected his successor, 
occurs in 37 Henry IlL A. D. 1252 ; and 
was succeeded by 

Galfrib de Nafferton, who first 
occurs in 1262 : to this prior all his manor 
of Fraistingthorp was confirmed, in 1278, 
by John de Drenghou ; Galfrid again oc- 
curs in 129L 

King Edward I. on the 18th. June 
A. D. 1290., granted to the cauous fr^t 
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warren^ in their manors of Ackiam, Ask- 
am-Richard, Bessingbj> Bridlington, Bur^* 
ton-lFleniing, Croonie, Flotnumby, Frais- 
thorpe, Halitrebolme, Kelk-Parva. Skir* 
lington, Speeton, anil Withani. 

Gerard de Burton, occurs in 1297, 
This prior was summoned by a mandate, 
dated at Dover, 10 Jan, 1 Edward II. to 
attend the king's coronation. Burton says 
tl)at he resu/ned^ and Willis, that he died, 
in 1315 : he was succeeded by 

Peter de Wyuethorpe, who had been 
u canon in this house ; he was contirmed 
prior, April 11, 1315, and resigned in 1321. 

Peter ot* Langtott^ a poet and historian of 
the fourteenth century, was a caiion of this 
monastery, and received his surname from 
the place of his birth, a village about 12 
miles from Bridlington. He was the 
author of several works, the principal of 
wliich was a Chronicle of England^ in verse. 



* WARREN is a ))1a<>e privileged by prescription or g^rant 
from the king, for the keeping of beasts and fowls of the war- 
ren, DOW denominated q^ame. Naturally-, the right of killing 
these animals belonged to every »ian, but upon the intro- 
duction of Ihe forest-laws at the Xorman conquot, they ver« 
regarded as royal game, and the sole property of the monarch, 
who, in order to preserve them, invented the francJiise of 
FuEE-WAitREN, which gave the grantee a sole and exclusive 
power of killing such ganie^ so far as his warren ex-ten-dfed, ou 
«imditi»n of his prevent! 114^ other perjions. 
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»nd in the French tongue ; and such was 
the extraordinary proficiency which he had 
attained in that languag^e, that some have 
supposed him a Frenchman by birth. This 
chronicle was translated into English metre 
by Robert Brunne, in the time of Edward 
III. which translation was published at 
Oxford, in 1725, by Hearne, the antiquary, 
who regarded Peter as fully equal to any 
historian whom the darker ages could pro- 
duce* The historj) which is copious and 
circumstantial, begins with the Trojan pri* 
gin of the Britons, and is continued to the 
end of the reign of EM ward I. soon after 
whose time the author is believed to have 
ilied, and to have been buried in the priorj^ 
Robert de Scardeburgh, elected in 
A.D. 1321, but according toWillis,in 1331,* 

♦King Edward II. havini^ invaded Scotlan^l, in 1322, an4 
Advanced as far as Edinburgh, was oblii<;ed,by faraine,lo retur* 
Into Englaiut, the Scots hnving pui poseiy destroyed all th« 
forage. Robert, the Scottish king, narrowly watcliing hi« 
motions, surprised hitn at dinner, at the abbey ol Kyland, i« 
Torkshire, and atla< king his forces unawares, put them enw 
tlrely to the rout, t dward himself escaping^ by the fleetnew 
of his horse, to llie monastery at Bridlington, leaving hJi 
plate, equipai^e, money, privy seal, and oth'er rejyaila, a prey 
to the enemy. From .this place the king issued his mandates 
dated the lo Octobi r, to the constables of Dunstanboroogb, 
Knaresborough, St arboroiigh^ Alnwick^ Norhain, and Hem 
«astles. forbiddirjLi (h+^m to i>ive faith to any letterseaJed witk 
the privy seal: this seal being, however, afterward recovered^ 
iwjtice to that cllect was |iiv«n on the 27 th^ of the same cao«tli. 

t 
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was assessed at ten marks towards an aUi 
raised by Edward 111. at the marriage 
of Alianora, his sister, in 133S; the religious 
houses, notwithstanding their nunieroui 
privileges, being often called upon to bear, 
by contributions under the name of aids or 
subsidies, a share in the national burdens* 

Peter de Appi-eby, who had been a 
canon in this house, was confirmed prior, 
February 15, 1342. He retired from of- 
fice, and was succeeded by another canon 
of this place, 

Peter de Cotes, installed January 29^ 
1356 ; who, dying in 1360, was followed by 

John de Twenge, likewise a canon 
here ; he was confirmed superior, January 
3, 1361, and at his death was succeeded by 

WiiiWAM de Drtpfteld, whose rule» 
like that of his predecessor, was only of 
ihort duration, as 

John de Bridt-ington was confirmed 
on the 13 July, 1366. He was born at 
this place about the year 1319, and receiv- 
ed his education at Oxford, where he be- 
came honourably distinguished for his ta- 
lents xind acquirements, but the bent of hi» 
mind was chiefly towards divination 5 on hi<i 
return he entered himself a canon in the 
convent of his native town, of whicJi he be- 
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came sub-prior, and afterward attained the 
highest dignity it had to bestow. " He led 
a life of the strictest piety and integrity^ 
insomuch that after his death, which hap- 
pened in 1379, he was accomited a saint, and 
great miracles were said to be performed 
nt his tomb ; vipon which Alexander de Ne- 
ville, archbishop of York, issued a commit* 
■iQn to enquire into the truth of the reports 

William de Newbolb was installed 
on the 20 November 1379, in whose time 
the convent suffered severely from maritime 
depredations, the ships of the enemy fre- 
quently entering the harbour, and their 
forces ravaging the country ; a memorial 
Vas presented to the king, Richard II. who 
rranted to the canons his licence to enclose 
me priory with walls of stone, and to erect 
ifuch fortifications as should protect them 
from future insult. William was followed 

in office by 

JoHiV de GuiSBURNE, wlio occurs in 
1420, At his death, he was succeeded Ljy 

Robert Ward, a canon of this house^ 
whose election was confirmed April 22» 
1429 • he resigned, and was followed by 

Robert Wiiii-Y, likewise a canon here, 
who was elected prior iu 1.444 : he was de* 
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prived of his honoars, and received for hi» 
superior, 

Peter EuleroEji another canon of this 
place, who was invested with the chief au- 
thority, March 2,. 1402 : he retired, and had 
for his successor^ 

Robert Bristwyk, who was installed 
September 1, 1472 : he resigned, and was 
followed by 

John Cursion, whose election was eon- 
firmed November 13, 148S. About two 
years after Curson's investiture died the 
celebrated alchemist, Sir George Ripley,^ 
who had been a canon of this 'monastery. 
For some time after entering into orders he 
devoted himself to the study of alchemy, 
and afterwards travelled nearly twenty 
years in Italy and other part^of the conti* 
nent. The year 1470 formed a memorable 
epoch in his life, as be was thought to have 
then discovered the philosopher's stone, the 
disideratnm of a beuiglited and credulous 
age. On revisting his native shore,he obtain- 
ed a dispensation from the pope to resign his 
caiionry, and become a ( armelite anachoret 
at Boston. His vi'-ritirjgs were voluminous, 
consisting of not fewer than twenty-five 
books, the principal of which were, A 
Compound of Archymie in Twelve Gates^ 
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insrcribed to Edward IV., and Aumm Pofa-^ 
biUy or the Universal medicine. His workn 

were printed together in 12mo. at Cassel, 
in 1649. 

On the resignation of John Curson the 
chief authority was vested in 

Robert Danby, who was confirmed 
April 4, 1498; and who, at his death, wa$ 
succeeded by . 

jV>HN English, a canon here, whose 
exaltation was confirmed November 19^, 
1506 : he lived not long to enjoy his honours, 
and was succeeded by another canon of this 
house, 

JoHX HoT>MPTON, Confirmed prior Ju^ 
ly 5, 1510: he died, and was succeeded by 

William Brownesfete, who wa? 
confirmed in oflfice, June 15, 1521: after a 
rule of ten years he resigned, and hit 
successor 

William Wode or Wolb, was instal- 
led June 17, 153L Having engaged in re- 
bellion, he was attainted of high treason, 
ftnd executed at Tyburn, in A. D. 1537. 

In order to account for the violent death 
of the last prior, it may be necessary brief- 
ly to revert to the history of the two prece- 
ding years. Henry VIII. having, by his 
tyranny and uncontroulable violence, given 
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iimbfftge to the court of Rome, the differ- 
ences which arose thereon were carried to 
such a height, that his holiness, in 1535, 
cited Henry to appear at Rome within 
ninety days, and in case of refusal excom- 
liiunicated him and ail his adherents. This 
measure, however, failed in the intended 
object, and, so far from inducing Heiu^y to 
return to his obedience, had the contrary 
effect, by separating, for ever, the kingdom 
pf England from the papal authority. Bid- 
ding defiance to the thunders of the Vatican, 
Henry determined on suppressing the reli- 
gious houses, the inhabitants of which, he 
was conscious, won hi henceforward be- 
come his most hnplacable enemies. The 
king^s supreme head of the church, dele- 
gated his authority to Cromwell, the secre- 
tary of state, constituting him vicar-gene- 
ral : and Cromwell appointed Layton, Bel- 
1asis,and others of his creatures,commission- 
^rs, requiring them to visit all the monas- 
teries in the kingdom, and to report what*- 
ever they might observe amiss in the conduct 
pf their inmates. These reports contained 
such appalling accounts of the glaring e- 
normities, abominable practices, and diabo- 
lical impositions every where presented, 
that the parliament consented to the disso- 
lution of the smaller houses, which were 
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«aid to be more licentious than the larger, 
as being less liable to observation ; and ac- 
cordingly all those of which the revenues 
were less than 200/. per annum, were sup- 
pressed in the year 1536. 

These proceedings, as might naturally 
be expected, produced violent discontent 
throughout the kingdom ; the nobility ber 
came jealous of the arbitrary power assumed 
by the king; the secular favoured the caus^ 
of the regular clergy, from an impression 
that they, in turn, should be deprived of their 
possessions ; the people were interested for 
the souls of their forefathers, which^ they 
believed, must, by the abolition of massea, 
remain in purgatory for ages ; and the poor 
became clamorous on being deprived of the 
alms which were daily distributed in the 
monasteries, to which thousands owed their 
sole existence. These discontents were 
sedulously fomented by the monks who had 
been expelled from their houses, and soon 
ripened into rebellion, which first broke out 
in Lincolnshire, where the prior of Barlings 
headed a body of 20,000 men, but these 
were soon dispersed without much blood- 
shed. This was followed by a much more 
formidable insurrection in Yorkshire ; the 
insurgents, amounting to 40,000 men, were 
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commanded by Sir Robert Aske, and stiled 
their enterprise the Pilgrimage of Grace. 
They succeeded in taking possession of 
York and Hull, and the castle of Pontefract, 
but were repulsed in their attempts on the 
castles of Skipton and Scarboroujj^h. Alarm- 
ing as was the progress of this fanatical ar- 
my, it was effectually stopped by the pru- 
dence of the duke of Norfolk, who had 
been despatched into the north with a- 
small detachment for that purpose : with- 
out coming to an engagement with the 
rebels, he entered into negociations with 
their leaders, until the populace, from the 
want of provisions, and other causes, dis- 
persed themselves : Aske was soon after- 
ward brought to the scaffold. 

Though tranquillity appeared to be again 
restored, yet, as the grievances remained 
unredressed, but little exertion was required 
to fan the half-smothered embers of insur- 
rection into flame ; and early in 1537, the 
•word of rebellion was again unsheathed 
in the north and east parts of Yorkshire, 
Many of the leaders in this undertaking 
had been engaged in the former commo- 
tion ; amongst these were many abbots a^nd 
priors : — and where is the wonder that en- 
terprising churchmen should engage in a. 
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eattse which to theai had every appearance 
of justice on its side — who considered them- 
selves as stewards for the possessions then 
under their care — and who might think 
the greatest service they could render to 
Heaven, was, to defend against usurpation^ 
all that their education and their creed had 
taught them ta regard as sacred ? 

This insurrection,, like the former ones^ 
was very soon quelled ; and such was the 
unsparing severity exercised by the crown 
in this instance, that the cry of rebellion 
was no more heard. Most of the kaders 
were apprehended, and paid with thei^r 
lives the forfeit of their temerity ; amon<r 
the number were Lord D'Arcy; Sir Robert 
Constable, of Flamborough ; Sip Thomas 
Percy ; Sir John Bulnier; Sir Stephen 
Hamilton ; the abbots of Fountain,^ Jer- 
veaiix, and Rieveaux; ^nd the prior of Brid-» 
lington. The king now determined on tlie 
Buppression of the larger monasteries, and 
for tliat purpose caused a second visitation 
to be made throaghout the kingdom ; when 
the visitors, as before, found, or pretended 
to find, enormities stifBeient to warrant a 
total suppression, though it might have 
been reasonably supposed that the monks 
would have profked by experience, and 
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have preserved, at least for a reason, their 
profanations from the lynx-Hke g^aze of the 
visitors. The disguise is too thin to con*- 
ceal the motives of the king ; he had deter- 
mined on the extirpation of monachisniy 
and his determinations were never suffered 
to pass miaccomplished. The total num«^ 
ber of the suppressed houses amounted tq 
645 monasteries, 2d74 chantries and free 
chapels, 110 hospitals, and 90 colleges. 

On the defection of the prior, the posses-^ 
•ions of the monastery of Bridlington were 
declared to be forfeited to the king, yet 
the dissolution of the convent did not take 
place until the following year. An in* 
quisition was held at the castle of York, 
on the 18th. of December, 1538, before 
James Pox Esq. the king's Escheator, 
when Sir William Fairfax and others, in- 
quisitors, were examined on oath respect- 
ing the value of the manors, 8cc. in the 
seizin of William Wode, the late prior, on 
the 17 January, A. D. 1537; at which 
time the clear annual value of the manor of 
Bridlington was declared to be 106/. 5^. 5d. 
and that of the rectory 36/. 6^. 8c/. 

The monastery^, with its contiguous offices, 
was demolished in the spring of 1539. 
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For a century after this no erenl occur- 
red at Bridlington sufficiently important to 
pkce its name on the page of general his- 
tory. During that unhappy period in 
vrhich the misguided and unfortunate 
Charles became embroiled with the Parlia- 
menty a period which admitted of no neu- 
trality, this town became of casual and 
temporary importance. Charles's first 
step, on proceeding to extremities, was to 
write individually to each captain in the 
fleet, commanding him without delay anil 
without regarding the orders of his superi- 
ors, to bring his vessel into the bay of 
Bridlington. This was about the month 
of June, 1641. Unfortunately for the kin^, 
•ome misunderstanding arose respecting 
these despatches, and on the captains' be- 
ing summoned by the earl of Warwick, 
the admiral, to attend him in a council of 
war, the project was entirely frustrated. 
Trom this time all hopes of accommodation 
were at an end, and that most terrible ca- 
lamity, a civil war, with all its attendant 
horrors, became general throughout th^ 
realm. Charles's Queen, Henrietta Maria, 
daughter to the great Henry IV. of France, 
in the spring of 1642 departed for Holland, 
>vhere she used her utmost exertions in pror 
curing arms and ammunition, and for that 
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pHrpose pledged the crown jewels^ Trhich 
Chttrles bid entrusted to ber chre. 

The Queen having embarked at SehiuU 
iiig, near the If ague, under convoy of aeven 
Dutch men of war, coniuianded by Van 
Troitip, arrived in Bridlington-bay on the 
20th. Kebiiiary, ltf43 ; after remaining at 
anchor three days, the squadron entered 
the harbour. Admiral Batten, who, with 
a view to intercept her Majesty, had been 
for some time cniising in the north with 
four of the parliament's ships, and was 
then at anchor off Newcastle, immediately 
Weighed on receiving intelligence of her ar- 
rival,but did not gain the bay until the night 
. after the Dutch vessels had entered the port. 
Batten, chagrined at his disappointmentt 
determined on harassing the royalists to the 
utmost in his power, and accordingly drew 
his vessels directly opposite to the Quay, on 
"which he commenced a heavy cannonade on 
the morning of the 24th. in hope of tiring the 
ammunition- vessels. Some of the shots pene* 
trated the house in which the Queen repo- 
sed, and compelled her, with the duchess of 
Richmond and the other ladies in her reti- 
nue, at a very unseasonable hour, to seek for 
aafety beneath the precipitous banks of the 
^stream which empties itstJfiato the harbour. 
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An interesting- detail of the whole event lias 
been transmitted to posterity by her majesty, 
in the following letter to the king: — * 
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Buriington, 25th. Feb. 1C43. 
My dear heart, 

"As soon as I landed, I dispatehed Progers to you j but 
liaviuD^ learnt to day that he was taken by the enemy, I send 
this bearer to give you an account of my arrival, which has 
been very successful thank God 5 for as rough as the sea was 
when I first crossed it, it was now as calm, till I came within a 
few leagues of Newcastle ; and on thecoajitlhe wind changed to 
N. W. and obliged us to make for Iiurliugton-bay, where, afu.r 
two days lying in the road, our cavalry arrived. I imTnediateIr 
landed, and the next morning the rest of the trooj)s came ir* 
God who protected me at seai has also done it at laud 5 for this 
night four of the parliament ships came in without our know- 
ledge, and at 4 o'clock in the morning, we had the alarm, and 
sent to the harbour to secure our boats of ammunition ; but a- 
bout an hour after,thcse four ships began so furious a cannona- 
ding, that they made us get out of our beds, and quit the village 
to them ; at least us women, for the soldiers beliaved very re- 
solutely in protecting the ammnnitioo. 1 mast nov/play the 
Captain Bcssus, and speak a little of myself One of thcso 
ships did me the favour to flank my house, whieh fninted the 
Vier, and before T was out o*. bed the balls whistled over m«i 
and you may imagine I did not like the music. Every body 
forced me out, the bails beating down our houses 5 so, dressed 
as I could, I went on foot 5,orae distance fmm the vilinge, and 
igoi shelter in a ditcli^ like those we have seen about New- 
market; but before I. could reach it> tho balls sung merrily 
«ver our heads, and a serjeant was killed 120 paces tfVom me. 
Under this shelter we remained two hours, the bullets llNini^ 
over us, and sometimes coverinjx us with earth. At last the 
Dutch Adjuiral sent to tell them, thai, if Ihey did not give 
oyer, he would treat them as enemies. This was rather of the 



* Gentleman's Mdgjizine for August, 1774, p. 363: — from a 
Tolume in the British jMuscum, marked 7379^ in the ilarleian 
catalogue. 
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Talost, but lie ex.rusr(l liiiii^elfcin account of a fojr. TTpnn tlii« 
ilr»' |»i»r!i;inn;nl s!\'ps wcht oiV; luul besides, the tide ebbed, and 
\\u'\ would huve b( en in siioal water. As soon as they we;re 
\<. i 111 drawn, 1 re.Uu'ned to my house, not beiny; willing liiat 
1 he V sliou Id boast oih<^ving- driven HI e away. About noon I 
.»t I «iut ii»r Ihf town oi' nuriington, and all this day wc have 
been landing our ammunition. It is taid, one ol' the jiuriia- 
nient Captains went be'ore, to reconnoitre my lodging j and I 
assure you he had marked it exactly,.for he always fired at it. 
1 can sav.with truth, that bv land and se*», I have been in stjn'.e 
dinger, but God has preserved me : and 1 confide in liis good- 
lurris, that he will nv)t desert mein other things. 1 protest to 
iK»u, in this conl.<Ienee I would face cannon, but I know r«e 
Rjusl not tempt r»od. I must now go and eat a morsel; for I 
have taken nothing to day but '5 cgj?s, and slept very little." 

To prevent a repetition of danger and of 
insult, !ienienant-e:eneral King- raised a bat- 
tery on each side of tlie port; happily, how- 
ever, there occurred no opportimity of pro- 
Ting* the utility of the works. The qiiee/i, 
iiinned lately on her arrival, was waited on 
l*y the marquis of Montrose and lord Ogilby 
"wilh two troops of li0i:se, -Sir Marmaduke 
J^ang'dale, Sir John Ran>.sden, and otliers of 
thti king's frituuis. After remaining at 
liridlington neai ly a fortnight, her majesty 
^leparted for York, reposing at North Bur- 
ton and at Malton on her way to that citj'^, 
which she entered on th^ 8lh. of March, 
Mith three coiu'hes, and an escort of eiuht 
trov)ps of ^lorse and iiiteen companies of 
foot : tlie ammunition, which consisted of 
iliirty pieces of biu^.ss and two pieces of iroii 
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ordnance, with small arms for 10,000 men* 
was conveyed in a train of 500 carts. 

The district aronnd Bridling-.ton became- 
less the theatre of war than, tliose containinj^ 
fortified castles, which, being" occii|Vied by 
one or other of the contending' parties, ne- 
cessarily proved points of attraction to the- 
opposite forces. Sir Thomas Fairfjix, on» 
withdrawing his army from. Tiincoii>if>liire- 
ki tiie f^pring' of 1641v is recoi'ded to have 
beat up the qii^irtersOf the royalists at lirid^ 
lington, Scarborough,, and Malton^ 

Among the most energetix^ of Chnrles'i 
adherents was Richard BoYLf], earl or 
Cork, who followed the fortunes of his royal 
master so long as any place in the kinjy.doui 
niaintaiued its allegiance* On the usurpa- 
tion of^Cromwell, the earl compounded ll>f 
his estate* and retired to Ireland, to enjoy 
that privacy and repose which were denied 
to him in England. He contributed all irv 
his power, both f)y interest and fortune, to 
the restoration of Charles II., who, in gra- 
tVtude for his services, advanced him by let- 
ters patent oa the 20th.of March lG(M,to the^ 
dignity of Eari. of Burmngton. IW 
1606 he was constituted lord-lieutenant of 
the west-riding of Yorkshire, and of the-citj:: 
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and ainsty of York. These offices he held 
under James II., until he found that mon- 
arch expected such uses of thewi as evident- 
ly tended to overthrow the constitution, on 
%vhich he tendered hisresionation. On the 
landing' of the prince of Orange, his lord- 
fthip entered with patriotic ardour into such 
measures as he thought most conducive to the 
•tability of the government and the welfare 
of the people. He died January the 15tb, 
1698, in the 86th. year of his ag-e, and was 
micceeded in his honours by his grandson, 

Cmaiii.es, lord Clifford, said to have 
been one of the most accomplished noble- 
men in the British dominions. He stood 
high in favour with King* William, and wait 
5worn of his Privy-council. Queen Amie, 
in tlie first year ef her reig-n, constituted 
him lord-lientei.ant of the west riding* of 
Yorkshire, and appointed him one of the 
iiommissioners to treat of a union with 
{Scotiand. His lordship died universally 
esteemed, February 9, 1704. His only son, 
^nd illustrious successor, 

Richard, was one of those noblemen 
who render rank truly respectable — one 
i^ho rather conferred than received the 
di^^nity of elevation. Walpole, in his 
Anecdotes of Painting, stiles him the Apollo 
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of the arts, and dbserves that "never wt\n 
protection and great wealth more generally 
and ittore jiuHciously difFtwed than by this 
greart pers^on, who had every quality of a 
genius and artist except env}." With a 
taste and discrimination most exquisite, 
in every branch of the fine arts, he devoted 
his tiihe and talents principally to the study 
of architecture ; and t\> the purity and chas- 
tity of hi^ designs, his country became in- 
debted for man V of its most beautiful edifi- 
ces. Of these it will be sufficient to men- 
tion the Assembly-rooms at York, f^i* which 
he wasj presented with the freedom^ of the 
city, in a gold box, by the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Corporation, in 173i^ 

His lordship was born in April 1695, and 
dying without male issue, in December 1753, 
the title became extinct. The estates passed, 
by the marriajje of his only surviving 
daughter, into the Devonshire family. 

Cotemporary with the last earl, was 
Wii-LiAM Kent, one of the most distin- 
guished characters of his time. He was 
born at Bridlington in 1685,*and was after- 
ward placed an apprentice to a coach paint- 

* 1 he family name, which be moderolsed to Kent, wm 
cjiKiaallj Cant. 
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er at Hull ; he soon foniul tiis ofpnins snpe- 
lior to his proi( ssion, the coiisecjuence of 
\^ hich was, that he left his master without 
Ica^e, and bent his «teps to London, the 
focus of talent anf! enterprise. After some 
tinje spent in stndyii.u* the higher branch- 
es of tlie art, he i^ave sufficient indications 
of ability to induce some of the g'entlemen 
of his native county to raise a fund to ena- 
l)Ie him to prosecute his studies at Rome, to 
which place he %vent in 1710. In 1712 he 
obtained a prize for drawing-, in the acade- 
my of St. Luke, on %vhich his Holiness 
presented him with two silver medals : Kent 
was also the first Englishman who %vas ad- 
mitted into the Grand Duke of Tuscanv^s 
academy of artists. Q.n the exhaustion of 
his funds, Sir William Wentworth gave 
him an annual allowance of 40/., for seven 
years, to continue at Home. Fortunate as 
he* was in having such friends, he was still 
more fortunate, in becoming acquainted, in 
that city, with the Mecaenas of the age, 
Richard, earl of Burlington ; on their re- 
turn to England, his lordship gave him an 
apartment in his own house, employed and 
recommended him, and proved his undevia- 
ling friend through life. Kent now direct- 
ed part of his attention to the sister art of 
architecture, wherein he was more success- 
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fill than in painting, and in which his taste 
was universally and deservedly admired: 
His stile predominated authoritatively du- 
ring- his life, and so excellent was his taste 
in ornaments, that nothinof was thoiioht 
complete without having* had his assistance. 
With all these claims to attention, ther<* 
was yet another path in which Kent could 
attain celebrity, and in which he will <lc- 
scend to posterity with the g-reatest lustre — 
as the inventor of landscape gardening-; 
"Painter enou"h to taste the charms of 
laiulscape ; bold and opinionative enough 
to dare and to dictate ; and born with a g<i?- 
nius to strike out a svsteni from the twiFu ht 
gf imperfect essays;' 






" He Hilt 
The pcnciPs power: bnt,.rirM by hi^^her foriin 
Of beauty, than tliat pencil kntiwlo paint, 
Work'd with the living: hues that nature lent. 
And realized his landscapes.'* 

Patronised by the queen, the duke of 
Grafton, the duke of Newcastle, and others, 
he was appointed master carpenter, archi- 
tect, ke<=»per of the pictures, and principal 
painter to the crown, producing, together, 
about GOOZ. a year. In March 1748, he 
had an inflammation in his bowels, which 
turned to a general mortification, and ended 
his life at Bm-lington-house, on the 12th. 
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of April followinsf. He was interred in lord 
Burling ton's vault at Chiswick. 

His cliaracter has been thus emphatical- 
ly suiuiiied by Walpole, in his Anecdotes of 
Painting, from m hich work the greater part 
of thiri notice has been taken : — "He was 
a painter, an architect, and the father of 
modern gaixlening. — In tlie first character 
he was below mediocrity ; in the second, he 
was a restorer of the science ; in the last, 
an original, and the inventor of an art that 
realizes painting and improves nature, 
Mahomet imagined an Elysium, but Kent 
created many." 

The reader must now turn from the grati- 
fying prospect of successful genius to th« 
gloomy contemplation of folly and of crime. 

Considerable commotion being excited ii) 
▼arious parts of the north and east ridings 
by the introduction of several new regula- 
tions for levying the militia, in 1757; a 
tumult of a very serious nature arose at 
Bridlington, in which the rioters, many of 
whom %vere from the ^neighbourhood, pro- 
ceeded to the breaking open of granaries^ 
and to other excesses. Several of the ring-, 
leaders, having been apprehended, were 
brought to trial at the ensuing Yorkshire 
Assizes, when Robert Coal, an inhabitant 
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of Rri(11ing'ton,was convicted of the offence, 
and afterward executed at York. Coal 
was a person of inoffensive habits, and died, 
much pitied, with slight presumption of 
guilt. 

On Mondaj% the 20th. of September, 
1779, an express arrived at Bridlington 
from the Bailiffs of Scarborough, with in-^ 
telligence that a hostile squadron was cruis- 
ing off the coast. This squadron was des- 
cried, the same night, at a short distance 
from Flamborough-head, and more distinct- 
ly seen on the following morning; when 
Bot a doubt was entertained of its being un- 
der command of that daring individual, 
Paul Jones, who, with a similar force, had 
recently committed various excesses on the 
western coast. On the night of Tuesday, 
when an extensive fleet of coasters wai 
crossing the bay, a small armed vessel, sup- 
posed to have been the Veng-eance, was 
despatched from the squadron, and lay to, 
within hail, directly off the. mouth of the 
harbour. A large bark, belonging to Shields, 
crowded her canvas with the intention of 
ranning do\yn this vessel, which by a skilful 
|iiana3uv re, shifted her station at the moment 
of the expected shock ; the bark, in conse- 
quence, unable to check her progress, struck 
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tlie pior with sncb force as to break one of 
the piles, and stave her bows. Soon after 
this, a letter-of-ntarqlie privateer, carrying' 
18 <rnus, fitted out from Newcastle, steer- 
ing* for the h^H'honr, poured a broadside in- 
to tl)e cruiser whilst passing-. These giins, 
for the better defence of tlje shipping, were 
speedily mounted on the pier. A cry of 
distress was the only answer returned from 
the enemy's vessel, ix^hich ahuost immedi- 
ately sheered off without firing- a g"nn, 
though a single discharge of grape shot 
might have swept from the [)!ntform hun- 
dreds of people %vho had incautiously col- 
lected, totally destitute of any sJielter what- 
ever. The flashes of powder fired as sigiia/s 
by the coasting vessels, which were now 
])recipitately making for the port, in a 
measure gave the bay an aj)pearance of 
beino- in flames ; the harbour soon because 
so completely crowded that a great number 
could only find security in being chained to 
each other on the outside of the piers, cre- 
ating, by the crashing of timbers and tliiB 
bawling' of seamen, a scene of confusion far 
above description. Two companies of the 
Northumberland militia, then quartered in 
the town, were called to arms by beat of 
drum, after niidniglit; the inhabitants, arm- 
ed with such weapons as could be most 



readily pTornre<l,proc(-e(leil to uiuster at tlie 
Qnay; f^evernl of (he more opnlt^nt ivinde pie- 
}>aration for seiuiiiiij;- awny their faniilies; wnd 
never, at any poriod, has Briiiliugton wit- 
nessed such an uproar as that evenii^g* pre- 
sented. Business was completely suspend- 
ed, and the attention oiall directed to the 
expected invasion. On Wednesday, three 
of Paul's men leaped overhonrd, aiul, al- 
though several shots were fired after them 
from tlie vessel, succeeded in ofainihir tlie 
shore ; of these two were Irish and the third 
an African. They were taken into ctislody 
immediately on landing, and placed in co'n 
fine ment, on suspicion of being spies. An 
express had been despatclied to Beverley, 
which was at that time the head-quarters 
of the Northumberland regiment, and, in 
consequence, Col. Bell, with two addition- 
al companies, arrived late on Wednesday 
night* On the following evening the squa- 
dron was observed to steer into the bay a$ 
closely as possible to the shore, ofi' Sewer- 
by, w^hen the vessels tacked, and afterward 
proceeded in the same track round the 
Head. About half past seven o'clock, the 
thunderingof cannon conveyed the assurance 
of an enoairement having commenced in 
that quarter. The inhabitants of the vil- 
lages on that part of the coast, on hastening 
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to the cliffif,were presented with «i most su- 
l>liKie and imposing sjxictacle. Though the 
uioon, which had ri»en about the oommence^ 
iiient ot the action, then sljone with brilli- 
ancy, the .situation of tfie ships could only 
he distinguished by the flashes that burst 
throufih the smoke, most awfully intermix- 
ed with the roarings of the great guns. The 
action continued Ujvwards of three hours, 
and 50 near were the vessels to the shore, 
thxt some of the balls grazed the cliffs of 
Flauiborough, %vhcre several spectators 
were assembled. The cruisers proved to 
be the Bon Homme Richard and the Alii- 
nnce,each of 40 guns, the Pallas, of 32 guns, 
and the Vengeance, of 12 guns, all in the 
Congress service and under command of 
the desperate and celebrated free-bootei? 
Paul Jones, as commodore. The conflict 
\vas with the Serapis, Capt. Pearson, of 44 
guns, and the Countess of Scarborough, 
Capt. Piercy, of 22 guns, the convoy of 
the Baltic fleet, which had taken refuge 
under the; batteries of Scarborough castle. 
The Countess of Scarborough struck to- the 
Pallas after an engagement of two hours ; 
the Serapis and the Richard were grappled 
stem and stern from half past eight until 
nearly eleven o'clock, at which time the 
mainmast of the Serapis went by the board, 
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nnd Capt. Pearson called for quarter. The 
Alliance had shifted about and re})eatedly 
raked the deck of tlye Serapis during' the 
action. The commodore erected jury-masts 
on the Serapis, to which vessel he removed 
his flag, the Richard being- so much shat- 
tered as to sink on the succeedino- day, 
with a great number of wounded people on 
board. After driving about for nearly a 
fortnight, he reached the Texel with his 
prizes, on the Gth* of October. 



Brtdltngton, more frequently called 
BURIJNGTONT, is situated in ^^\^ 13^ north 
latitude and 0* 16' west longitude, about a 
mile from tiie shore, in the recess of the 
commodious and beautiful bav to which it 
gives name ; in the diocese of York, and 
;^i'chdeaconry of the east-riding ; distant 
from London, via Lincoln 208, v\a York 
238 miles, and from the latter city 40 miles. 

No account having been transmitted to 
posterity, either traditionally or otherwise, 
of the size or population of Bridlinuton in 
the Saxon era, conjecture necessarily be- 
comes vague and un^falisfactory ; yet tliat 
both have been respectable, may reasonably 
be inferred from the extent of its soke or 
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jnnsclicton, and from its church having sur- 
vived the indiscriminate destruction made 
hy the Normans ; churches, when Christia- 
nity was in its infancy, being by no means 
common. At. the time of the Doomsday 
survey, here were butybur burgesses pitying 
rent* for thirteen carucates of iand. From 
tliis period the importance of the town 
would gradually recover as the lands were 
restored to cultivation, until the erection of 
the monastery, after which its increase 
would be much more rapid. So greatly^ 
indeed, had it flourished during the exist- 
ence of the convent, that the site was near- 
ly the same three hundred years ago as at 
the present day. In 1539, the king posses- 
sed, as parcel of the lately-dissolved monas- 
tery, amongst other things, Rent jof tenants 
Mi will, in 

* £ s. d. 

W(^t-aratc 73" 7-5 

> Kirk gat e-Slr(irt...i 13 • 3 •• 

Niiiigate-Strecl 6 •• 7 " 4 

Ba3!e-Street 7 -17 •• 8 

St. JoJmVGate 28 - 13 •• 2^ 

This statement suggests a probability of 
the modern Hiyh-strcet having been the 
West'fjate of former ages; and of the present 

« In addition to the thirteen carucatesin the hands of th« 
ii^ing, }). tii, ToacuiLhad une uiunur ol'tive carurates in Brct- 
lii;lun, to bu taxCd -, — Cauik had Ihnr carucales in Lhe sam* 
|»Uue. 






WesV-gaie and the Market-place h^uv^ sab-^- 
»ec|u6iit additions to the ancient limits. 

^\\e Streets oi B^idlingtonj though, like- 
those of all old towns, narrow, crooked,, 
and irregular, are safe and commodious,, 
being generally provided with convenient 
flnirsred causewfivs* vet not to that extent* 
that might be wij^hed. The pavement re- 
ceives incalculable damage during the wiu'- 
ter months, from the ponderous weights 
passing in the narrow-wheeled waggons 
used in this part. of the country^ In addi- 
tion to the damage thus received, the dirt is- 
too often«uffered.1.o accumulate to ^a degree* 
which, to the ladies, renders crossing the 
street in an open winter, extremely unplea-- 
tfiint. Another great inconvenience, is, the 
want of lamps. A few were formerly dis-- 
played by private individuals ; but that 
wanton and ignorant barbarism - which too ' 
frequently accompanies uncultivated leigiure, , 
»oon effected their destruction : so that after 
the shops are closed^ passengers, and espe- 
cially strangers, are left to grope their way 
in a state of disagreeable uncertainty, unless^ 
provided with lanterns, the glare of which -^ 
is very annoying to th\>se who may bei 
walking in a contrary dlrectioar 
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The Shops are numerous, and several of 
tlitm fitted up in a style bordering on ele- 
gance. Sobiiiitv and attention character- 
ise the greater part of their occupants ; all 
the necessaries, and many of the eleg-ances 
of life, are here found in regular supply. 
The Inns and Public-houses are like\vise 
numerous, and nwstly of a respectable order. 

The Market, which is lield on Satur- 
day, has considerable claim to antiquity, 
having existed upwards of 600 years. The 
market-cross has long since been demolish- 
ed, but a sliglit elevation at the lower end 
of the Market-place, partly occupied by a 
dweUing-honse and shop, still retains the 
name of cross-hi/l. The market is plenti- 
fully supplied with biitdiers'-meat, vegeta-i 
bles, fnVit, and other necessaries, and is 
principally held in the west end of High- 
street ; the piercuig blasts of the north ren- 
dering the sitadtion of the Market-place 
ble ik aiid nn comfortable. The flesh-sham- 
bles are moveable Svtalls, ranged on each side 
of High-street, and the lower end of the 
INlarket-place. Butter, eggs, and poultry, 
are exposed in baskets on cross-hill. Eish 
c*an scarcely be tenned a marketable com- 
modity, the villages of Flamborough and 
Filey furnishing an abundant and almost 
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daily supply. The corn-market is well 
attended ; and the weekly jiale of g-rain, 
which is very considerable, i.wisaally efiect- 
ed by samples brought in the pockets of 
the farmers. About sixtv years auo, when 
wheel-carriao^es were only used for the ne- 
cessary transportations on the farms, corn 
W9S sold in sacks brought on the backs of 
horses, eight or ten of which, fastened to 
each other, were attended by one man ; a 
mode of delivery that created an appear- 
ance of business now joidy a subject of re- 
collection or imagination. Bridlington is 
one of the few places appointed to have an 
inspector of corn returns; and weekly re- 
turns of the quantity and price of grain here 
sold, are accordingly made by the factors to 
the appointed inspector,by.whom an account 
is transmitted to the general corn-inspector 
in London. The market is late in its. com- 
mencement, not being fully attended until 
about two o'clock, and is considerably in- 
jured by the morning sale of provisions at 
the Quay, by the hucksters or country-car- 
riers. An attempt was made by the Lord 
of the manor, in 1788, to determine the 
hours of attendance in this market; appoints 
ing the sale of butter, eggs, and poultry, to 
begin not earlier than ten o'clock in the 
morning, nor that of corn before twelve^ 
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tnd the whole to conclude at tliree in the 
ftiternoon. The better to enforce these sa- 
lutary regulatipns, a bell was affixed to the 
pillory, and rung at the appointed hours* 
j^fter some time, however, these regulations 
fell into partial, and finally into total disuse, 

and the bell was taken down in the summer, 
of I&IO. 

The Burlington Bank, carried on by 
Messrs. Harding and Holtby, in the Mar- 
ket-place, w^as originally established ia . 
1802, under the firm of Thompson, JElam, 
and Holtby ; the deaths of two of the part- 
ners were followed by consequent altera- 
tions, and the present firm comnieuced, Ja- 
nuary 1, 1818. Harding and Co. draw on 
Sir J. W. Lubbock, Bart.jForster, Clarke, 
and Co,, London. 

Messrs. Hagues, Strickland, and Co. of 
the NoRTH-RiiwNG Bank, who draw on 
Barclay, Tritton, Bevan, and Co., London, 
have established an agency here, which is- 
likewise in the Market- jilace. 

The Post-Office is at present eligibly 
and centrally situated on the north side of 
High-street ; the situation is not permanent, 
being dependent on the residence of the 
Postmaster, in whose house, it is heldi The 
accommodation of a daily post was procu-^ 
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red, through the exertions of the late Br« 
Milne, Esq. about the year 1798 ; the ar-* 
rival having previously been only three 

davs in the week. 

•/ 

There is scarcely any manufactory at- 
Bridling'ton which may not be found in 
most places of similar extent. 3lalt and ^ 
^/e were formerly considered staple com- 
modities, and large quantities of each were 
Annually shipped to London ; in 1761 the 
number of malt-kilns amounted to upwards « 
of sixty y . nearly all in full exercise : this 
trade has^ however, greatly declined, and ^ 
most of the kilns have either been taken 
down or applied to other purposes, not 
more than^yc remaining, and even these - 
are in only partial employ. This extraor- 
dinary declension may, in some measure, . 
be accounted for by the general inclosures, 
and the improved state of cultivation; which, . 
whilst they have encreased the quantity 
have deteriorated the quality of barley, pn)- - 
ducing a grain much coarser, and contain- 
ing a smaller proportion of the saccharine 
principle, than that of* the growth of- for- - 
mer times. 

The Soap'boilihff business has been prac-^ 
tised in this place about, 16 years, and is • 
conducted on a respectable . scale. The>- 
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innnrifactnre of Hats is carried on to a 
<!onsi(leial>le extent, here beinyf three ma- 
mitactoiies, giving constant €m[)lo}ment Xo 
upwards of 20 liandn, independent of the 
uonien engaged in cutting skins, carding 
Mool, and lining and preparing the huts 
for sale. 

Near the eastern extrefnity of the town, 
stands the Chuuch, a venerable gothic 
j)ile, and an interesting reliqne of "times 
gone by." The v.estern front displays 
nuich of collegiate magnificence, and ifr 
bnilt in a tar more florid style of archi- 
tecture than any other part. "The win* 
dows," in the sttle which prevailed about 
the close of the fourteenth century, "were 
greatly enlarged and divided into several 
lights by stone uiullions, ramified into va- 
rious forms, in the uj)per part ;.more parti- 
cularly the great eastern and western win- 
dows, which frequently occupied nearly the 
whole width of the nave or choir, and were 
carried up almost as high as the vaulting :*• 
— in the latter part of the fifteenth, "the 
heads of the windows instead of bdng di- 
vided into various forms as in the preceding* 
century, were filled with a great number of 
small compartments, with trefoil heads, {Se- 
parated by perpendicular stone mulliouft^ 
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tTielarg^ windows were usually diviJed hj 
two large muUions into three compartments, 
which were subdivided into smaller one^."^ 
The great western window so minutely 
coincides with the description here quoted, 
as t^ determine its erection ta belong; to 
this century ; an additional and a convin-«^ 
cing proof is afforded by th^ obtusely-point- 
ed arch above the smaller western door, a 
mode which was introduced in the reign of 
Henry VII. The principal entrance, or 
great western, door is highly ornamented, 
and some part of the exquisite foliage with* 
which it was once adorned is still in good 
preservatioti, though much has been defa- 
ced biy the destroying hand of Time,, 

**Which oft has &wept the toiling. race of men„ 
With all t^eir laboured moaumentSy away.'*' 

The smaller entrance has likewise beeri; 
lavislily ornamented, and is yet in a state 
of tolei-able preservation. Each of these 
entrances is surmounted by a canopy, en- 
riched with crockets; above the arch and 
on each side of the |Mincipal door-way,.is a 
small niche,, for the reception of a statue; 
and a range of small projecting pedestals, 
58 in number, each provided with a canopy 
richly a<loriie<l with crockets and tTa<;ery 
and calculated for figures nearly three feet 
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HI height, extends across the westeni frontv. 
in a liiH3 with the springs of the arches. 
The northern angle, usually called the old- 
Mteeple^'is in a totally different style of archi-^ 
lecture from the part. described, and appa* 
rently a hundred years more early; the win- 
dows and mouldmgs indubitably belonging* 
to the fourteenth century, and corrcspond- 

, ing with thoKe on the south side and th& 

upper tier on the north. A bead which 

I runs round this angle, and has formerly 

girdled the whole of the western front, is 

i continued on the south side in the same 

line in which it is interrupted on the westi 

; A perpendicular crevice, the w4iole height 

of the angle, renders very apparent the 

I . point where the alteration has taken place*. 

The northern tower has formerly been 
entered, by a c^^i?M/ar.-arched door^way,. 
i now walled up, which is not, however, more 

« ancient than the. rest ; but, the ribs of the 

arch and the pillars on which they rest be- 
; ing gpthic, appears to, have been introdu- 

I ced for the sake of variety. On the west 

and north sides,, at a considerable ^height! 
from the ground, are three niches, capable 
of containing statues five feet in height. 
The windows being without glass, and the 
roof entirely destroyed, the place is used 



wily ns a depository for stones and tools, 
and is internally separated from the church 
by two walled-np arches. The north porch 
has been an eletrant specimen of the archi- 
tecture of the fourteenth century^ in which 
era the columns were chhWered, with rich- 
ly-foliattid capitals, and the arches fre- 
quently ornamented with rows of rosebuds 
in the hollow mouldings. Above a groin- 
ed roof in this porch, an apartment has 
communicated with the interior of the 
church, and furnished the only example of 
:t1ie ogee or contrasted gothic arch to be 
found in the whole buildinsf. The exter- 
nal beauty of this entrance is lost by the 
extraordinary elevation of the ground, caus- 
^cd by successive interments ; and the inter- 
nal, by a black and unctuous matter which 
'Oversprea<ls the sculpture, occasioned by 
the dampness of this elevation : in place of 
the ground being on a Jevel with the floor, 
which has unquestionably been the case» 
there is a descent into the building of up- 
wards of four feet perpendicular, by a 
flight of seven steps. In the front are two 
niches nearly eight feet high, but so slight- 
ly hollowed, that the statues, if indeed any 
have adorned the situations, must have 
stood remarkably prominent : the pedestals 
are now on a level with the soil. A slight 
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inttpection will be sufficient to prove tliat 
the present porch has been |)rececled bj 
one with a gable roof at a very acute angle, 
and erected subsequently to the wall to 
which it is joined^ 

The windows in the lower tier on tlie 
north of the church are in a style entirely 
differing from any of the others, and evi- 
dently belong to the early part of the thir- 
teenth century, being lon^, narrow, and 
sharp pointed, devoid of any ramification, 
«nd enibellished with light and elegant 
shafts : these windows are placed in pairs, 
"except in two instances, in which they are 
sinale" ; the buttresses are oniamented with 
crockets, and have formerly been surmount- 
ed by pinnacles. The whole of the northern 
front is in excellent preservation in compari- 
soTi with that of the south, in consequence of 
being protected from the rays of the sun, 
which, on the porous free stone of the lat- 
ter side, have a destructive tendency. The 
«ast end, having been piled from the iniins 
of the monastery, exhibits no specimen of 
style ; and is supported by buttresses as so- 
lid and unsightly as could well be reared. 
The formation of the windows on the south 
bespeaks them to be of the fourteenth cen- 
. tury, with the exception of the three near- 
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C55t to the steeple wliich are more lofty than 
the rest, and ramified in the manner of the 
great west window. That part to the wesk 
^f the south door, being* plain and unadorn- 
ed, has s^n appearance of higher antiquity 
than any other, notwithstanding the form 
of the windows above-mentioned. The 
apparent contradiction may. be reconciled 
by supposing the original windows to have 
been displaced, and the present ones substi- 
tuted, at the time when the west end was re- 
built: some of the lower windows on the 
north appear to have undergone an altera- 
tion at the same period- 

The degree, of reverence which would 
otherwise accompany the survey of thi« 
stately temple of peace, is much diminish- 
ed by a paltry octagonal turret of brickwork, 
erected on its south-west angle, about the 
middle of the last century, an anomidy 
which cannot but be deplored by every 
person of real taste. This turret is furnish- 
ed with three bells, procured in 1763 ; the 
tenor bell weighs 1199 pounds> One moi- 
ety of the church expenditure is defrayed 
by the hamlets of Sewerby, Marton, Buck- 
ton, Speeton, a vhapelry, Grindale,a c/ia/^e/- 
ry, Easton, Hilderthorpe, Wilsthorpe, and 
Auburn, all in this parish ; the 'other moi- 
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"■ety by the township of Bridlingtoii and 
the Quay. 

On the rioht and left, immediately with- 
in the principal entrance, are two enormous 
pillars, which appear to have be^n raised 
for the support of two western towers, of 
which not even a vostige is now to be found. 
All the pillars are of that massive ar<:hitec- 
ture which distinguishes the early Gothic, 
tind consist individually of twelve clustered 
columns, except in three instances, where- 
in the w€st end of the nave is separated 
from the south aisle by quadrangular ones. 
Above the arohes on the south, about 37 
feet from tlie grounid floor, a gallery, three 
feet in breadth, traverses tlte whole length 
of the church, on a line with the bottom of 
the windows ; twelve feet above this is ano- 
ther, on a level with the transoms or cross- 
uiullions. A second tier of arches on the 
north, ramified in the manner of the wui- 
dows but never intended for the admission 
of light, presents five examples of the cir- 
€ular arch ; al>ove this tier extends a galle- 
ry at the same elcA ation as the upper one 
on the south. The ascent to these galle- 
ries and to tlie summit of the building is by 
winding staircases in the western angles, 
to both of which the entrance has been ia 
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the north, the communication being formed 
by a gallery above the western doors. The 
uave Ijas ever been open to the ceiling-, or 
wainscot roof, which has orioinaliy been 
at a more acute angle than at present ; the 
«de aisles have obviously been intended 
for vaulting, the imposts of the arches and 
cross-springers remaining on each of the- 
clustered pillars and an corresponding ones, 
against the opposite walls : this, however^ 
8«ems never to have been completed, as 
only one of the compartments, which form* 
the floor of the belfry, is now vaulted ; nor 
have the others any semblance of ruin, be- 
ing in exact uniformity, and apparently a» 
left by the builder, 

Tn the chancel are four pillars, equal in 
magnitude to the principal ones at the west 
end, undoubtedly raised to sustain a part of 
the pressure of a tower, in the centre of the 
conventual church. This tower has been 
connected with those of the west end by 
the galleries previously mentioned. The 
light from the east is admitted by two par- 
allel windows, about four feet asunder ; be- 
tween these is placed a crucifix, now nearly 
demoiisned, which seems to date the erec- 
tion from the reign of queen Mary. The 
floor of the altar has been raised at the same 



period, and is ascended by three deep and 
broad steps. 

Abont one-third of the buildinof is fitted 
ii|) for public worship, and is calculated to 
accommodate about 1000 people, with suf- 
ficient capability of being* extended so aa 
to afford accommodation to double that 
number : the pews on the ground floor are 
utterly devoid of regularity, but those in 
the galleries are in a somewhat better style. 
The pulpit, a hexagon of old oak, exhibit- 
ing fine specimens of carving in alto relievo, 
is affixed to the partition which divides 
the nave from the chancel. In an arch of 
this, partition, above the middle aisle, is 
placed an escutcheon of the royal arms^ 
with the motto of queen Anne, in whose 
reign the partition has probably been erec- 
ted, from the date 1713 on the back of the 
escutcheon. The altar-piece is a large 
wooden ceiling, containing the Lord^s 
prayer, the creed, and the decalogue, the 
latter supported by full-length figures of 
Moses and Aaron, and panelled with a 
most exquisite imitation of marble : this 
work is probably coeval with the escutche- 
0!i, both appearing to be the productions of 
the. same artist. Suspended above the mid- 
dle aisle are two elegai:it brass chandeliers, 
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si'ldotn, however, bronglit into service ; hut 
M'hen tliat is the case, an enchanting effect 
is prodtlced by the distribution of light and 
shade on the white-washed pillars and arch- 
es ; at once so strong^, so deep, and so soft, 
that description can convc^y only an inade- 
quate idea of the solemnity, the sublimity 
of the scene. 

The auditory is separated from the west 
end of the church by a light and handsome 
glazed ceiling, erected in 1803, at the dis- 
tance of 78 feet from the entrance. The 
baptismal font is a magnificient specimen of 
the turhinaied madreporit€y upwards of three 
feet in diameter : but its external beauty is 
completely hidden by a coating of yellow 
paint. One gi^at cause of regret is, tliat 
so noble a pile should so long be deprived 
of. that delightful appendage to religious 
worship, an organ ; the solemn reverbera- 
tions of this powerful* instrument would di« 
away along the spacious and lofty aisles 
with a soothing aiid peculiar effect. 

Here are no monuments very remarkable 
cither for antiquity or for beauty : the 
former have been destroyed by the hare- 
brained zeal of the puritans, and of the lat- 
iinr no superior specimens have beea 
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cxViil>iteci. Some of the inscriptions are 
c'lt irjint and interesting", but the prescribed 
limits of this work prechide their admission. 
In the chancel is a remarkably long- grej '^^ 
shib, supposed, with much of probability, 
to mark the sepulchre of some one of the 
superiors of the convent. A large recum- 
bent slab, near the font, has been furnished 
with a brass-plate representing a knight in 
armour, with folded hands, his head rest- 
ing on a cushion ; each of the four corners 
has had an escutcheon of brass, but the 
whole has long ago been taken away. On 
a black stone tablet, on the opposite side of 
the font, bearing the date 15B7, is the old- 
cut legible inscription now remaining. 

In the north aisle usually stands a fire 
engine, procured by subscription in 1767. 

The interior dimensions of the present 
building are as follow : 

feet 
I^engUi 188 

Breadth 68 

Height of the nave 69 

Height of the great window 60 ' 

Breadth 27 ; 

In the year 1787, a sacrilegious and s^ic- 
eessful attempt was made on the comma. j 
nion-plate, which had been conferred on 
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the church by rarions donors, and was de- 
posited in a strong* chest in the vestry. This 
pliite was of massive silver, and> ot* course, 
a valuable booty to the depredators, who 
entered through the smaller western door by 
means of iron levers, and have hitherto elu- 
ded discovery. 

The Reciorji of Bridlington, which had 
Been appropriated to the convent, was seiz- 
ed by the crown in 1537, and granted in 
the following year to John Avery, on lease, 
for 21 years, at the annual rent of 40/. A 
grant for the same period and at the sama 
rental, was made to John Calverley in 
6 Edw. VI. Elizabeth, in the 8th. year 
of her reign, leased the rectory, along with 
the manor, to Thomas Waiferer and others, 
inhabitants of Bridlington, in consideration 
of the yearly payment of 40/., of which 8/. 
was to be paid to the curate as his stipend. 
In 33 Eliz., John Stanhope became the 
lessee of the rectorv and manor : and, four 
years after, the whole was granted to Wil- 
liam Wood and others, inhabitants of the 
town, for the term of 41 years. Wood and 
his associates conveyed to Francis Boynton 
of Barmston, the rectory and tithes for 40 
years. In 9 James I. the living, with all 
its emoluments, was granted and sold to 
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Francis Morice and Francis Phelips, by 
li'honi it was §old to Francis Boynton and 
his heirs, the year following. Sir Matthew 
Boynton, 8 Charles I., leased this rectory 
to Robert Palmer and William Bower for 
1801. per annum ; and five years afterward 
•old it to Henry Fairfax and his heirs. The 
property afterward became vested in David ■■ 
Erskine, earl of Buchan, by right of mar- 
riage with Frances Fairfax, In the vear 
1729, the rectory and tithes came by pm- 

chase into the hands of Bower,of whose 

descendant, Leonard Bower, they wei'e 
purchased in 1759, by the late James Heb- 
Ji^thwayte, Esq. in whose family they still 
continue. In all these varied transitions* 
the advowson or right of presentation war 
resei'ved by the croM n ; the nomination 
was, however, vested in the archbishop of 
York, by whom it was transferred, in 1767, 
to the Rev. Matthew Buck and his heirs, 
in consideration of a gratuity of 200/. for th« 
augmentation of the living, to which a like 
sum was added by the governors of queen 
Anne's bounty. The living is a perpetual 
curacy, to which the Rev. Gr Smith, the pr«-.» 
$eut incumbent, was appointed in 1809, by 
the nomination of Sir F. L. and Lady Wood, 
and C^herine Esther Buck, since m^Tied 
to the Rev. Alex. Cooke : Lady Wood aad 
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Mrs. Cooke being" daughters and coheiresses 
of the late Samuet Buck, Esq. Recorder of 
Leeds. 

The huriaUgroundy unlike those of other 
churches, was, until lately, wholly on the 
north and north-east of the building, and» 
being the principal receptacle of mortality 
for an extensive and a populous parish, had 
become crowded to excess; insomuch that 
to inter a corpse without mitenanting the 
reliques of a former occupant was utterly 
impossible. To remedy this distressing in- 
convenience, the inclasure on the south and; 
cast of the church was purchased in 1809, 
and re-consecrated by his grace the present 
archbishop of York in \i\^. This ground, 
of which nearly the whole length had been 
occupied by the site of tlie church in \i% 
pristine state, presented a surface so irregu- 
lar, and was such a compound of rubbish 
and ruin, as to be totally unfit for the pur- 
poses of sepulture ; to obviate this, a part 
of the ground was trenched or dug over, 
previous to the ceremony of consecration. 
The workmen, during the proce;>s, dug up 
a range of the foundations of pillars in a 
line with those which separate the nave 
from the north aisle ; two human skeletons, 
enclosed in vaults of wrought free-stone, 
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about 150 yards from the church; together 
with many loads of broken and squared 
stones, but no inscription whatever. The 
greater part of the ground was turned over, 
from twenty to forty years ago, in search 
of the chalk-stone, of which the floor and 
much of the inner work liad been composed; 
many highly-ornamented fragments, and 
probably many inscriptions, Mere sacrificed, 
being burnt to lime, in a kiln erected on the 
spot for that purpose. In 1786 a free-stone 
coffin was dug up, eastward of the church ; 
and a square slab of chalk-stone, bearing a 
marginal memorial of the death of a prior 
of this place : t\\e name was wanting, but 
the date referred to tliat of Robert Dan«» 
by, the 27th. prior. The stone was very re- 
prehensibly suffered to remain on the 
ground, where it perished through the se- 
verity of the ensuing. winter. Within the 
recollection of many was a hill at the east 
end of the church, formed of stones and 
rubbish, which gave to the place the name 
oi Hill-hole 9 2i name now graduall) changing 
to that of the new burial-ffround. Another 
portion of the ground on the east has been 
trenched during the present spring. Sixtj 
paces from the end of the church, and four 
feet in the ground, was found a vault of 
squared chalk-stones placed edgewise, and . 
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x^overed by transverse ones : a thigh bone 
of the skeleton found within, measured nine- 
teen inches in length. At different distan- 
ces were four other vaults, deprived of their 
<Joverings but containing human bones. In 
a line with the southern partition of the 
nave were the basements of five pillars ; the 
centre of the most distant 152, and tliat ,of 
«t^arest 78 feet, from the wall of the church. 
Three others, in the same line, and ne?irer 
4o the building, were dug up in 1813. 
On the Slst. of March 1821, at a distance 
of le5i feet, in what w^as once the nave or 
choir, three feet below the surface of the 
ground, and on a level with the former floor, 
was discovered a white stone tablet, three 
feet in length ; round the margin \vas part 
of an inscription, in well-defined and deep- 
ly-cut characters, of the kind generally call- 
ed church-text, recording the sepulture of 
Robert Charder, a canon, over the time of 
whose death is thrown a slight shade of ob- , 
scurity,by the absence of the century , which 
has been on a separate stone and taken up 
«t some earlier period ^ but, from the ex* 
tremely fine preservation of the characters, 
the uninjured ornament in the middle of 
the stone, and the adoption of the letter J 
ill the word Jacet^ there can be little doubt 
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of the date hnving been 1 535. The follow- 
injf is a tolerably correct representation. 




Of the transept, or cross aisle, no other 
traces exist than the eastern pillars of the 
church, and the rubbish intermixed with 
the soiL Th« basements of two of the tran- 
sept pillars on the south-east, and about 30 
feqt of the foundation of the western wall, 
have recently been taken up. Within this 
part of the original buildinjy, a little south- 
ward of the intersection of the nave, the 
workiiien, in the latter end of April, disco- 
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vered a coffin of free-stone, at the depth of 
four* feet, covered by transverse chalk - 
$toiies. The bones enclosed were in a very 
advanced «tate of decay, but a considerable 
portion of hair, and of the serge in whkh 
the body had been enveloped, remained in 
astonishing preservation ; particles of tliese 
were by many preserved as relic«, and a 
small portion of each is now in the waiter's 
possession. Whether the hair, which is 
flaxen, and rather inclining to red, may 
have belonged to the scalps or to the beard, 
is difficult to determine ; all opportunity of 
discovery from its position being utterly 
destroyed by some young men, who, during 
the temporary absence of the workmen, and 
before the whole of the coffin was laid bnre, 
inconsiderately displaced one of the cover- 
ing stones at the feet, and, by inserting a 
spade, produced a mortifying and disgust-r 
ing spectacle when the whole became un- 
covered. The holhnv of the coffin was up- 
wards of six feet in length, and, from the 
colour and. fracture, apj><a'eiitiy as frchh as 
if just turned iVom the huiulsi of the woik- 
man. As an object of curiosity to soine 
future generation the coffin was suffered to 
•remain, its situation being marked by two 
posts fixed in the ground. The following 
very legible but somewhat injured inscrip- 

N 
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tion, fonnd on the spot, engraven, likf^ all 
those hitherto discovered, on the nmrgins 
of two chalk-stone tablets, determines the 
remains to be those of the 25th. prior: 

m^h 0) t((( nomottuno t(i 
ixxx m jijfxatrhv mtw 

which may be rendered, "Her« lieth Sir 
Kul>evt Brystwyk, formerly prior of this 
])lace, who died A. D. 1493 : on whose soul 
Cod have mercy. Amen." 

At the south-east corner of the chm'ch 
yet remain one of the sides afui part of the 
arch of a window belonging to the transept. 
From this corner a cloister has extended to 
the south door, westward of which has been 
a vaulted apartment 61 feet in length and 

1 l^ ftet in breadth ; the line of the arches 
^n the wail is broken bv the erection -of 

three buttresses of a comparatively recent 

date. A letter, preserved in Burton's Mo- 

nasticoTi, fiom Richard Bellycys, written 

in November, lo3y, but erroneously printer! 
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1558; satisfactorily accoiuits for the (l<?mt>- 
litiori of the church and the monastery : the 
writer, after recounting his fidelity in the 
destruction of Jerveaux abbey, observes,, 
**And as for Bridlington, I have done no- 
thing there as yet, but spayreth it to Marcb 
next, because- the days are now so very short; 
and from such time as I begin, I trust short- 
ly to dispatch it after such fashion, that 
then all is. finished, I trust, your lordship- 
hath appointed* me to do."' Enough of 
the priory had, however, survived his- dila- 
pidations, to give the name of otd walls to 
i»n enclosure on the south; but the finishing 
stroke to its grandeur was given by queeu^ 
Elizabeth, who, in her grant of the manor 
to John Stanhope, empowered that gentle- 
man to take- all the "old stones on the site 
of the said formerly Monastery remaining 
and not yet sold or laid out" for the purpose 
«f rebuilding the pier, then iu "great ruia 
and decay." In the old-walls and contiguous 
gardens many foundations of pilliirs^ cells,, 
and out-oflSces have occasionally been dis- 
covered; the clay floor,, brick hearth, and 
side wall, of a !smalL building about 60 yards, 
from tBe south wall of the chancel, were 
dug up in March, 182 1 « ^ 

Tlie Quakers, the Baptists, the Is^- 
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l^EPENDBNTS, and the WeSLT5YAN Mb- 
TiioDlSTSp have their respective pUices of 
worship ill Bridlington, the three first of 
which are provided with burial-grounds. 
The Ranters or Primitive Methodists^ 
have, within the last year, obtained regular 
<-ongregations, but have not yet procured 
a chapel. 

From the ground on which stands fche< 

Methodist chapel, in St. JohnVgate, hu»- 

luai) bones have frequently been thrown up» 

which has given rise to the supposition of 

its having been the site of a former churcl^ 

and which, to account for the name of the 

.street, has arbitrarily been dedicated to St. 

John. A more probable etymology will^ 

however, be found in tl>e directkni of tke 

voad, which, leading to the celebrated cole 

k^fiate church at Beverley, dedicated ta 

j^t. J ohn the £vangelist, obtained the namo 

of that Saint ; this church' was- founded b]| 

St. John of Beverley, who was born of an 

ancient and honourable Saxon family, at 

llarpham, a village seven miles from Brid* 

Uiigton, and died in 721. 

About 120 yards westward of the churck 

siands a noble gothic gateway, which has 

^ formerly bounded the precincts of the coo^ 

\ent in that quarter ; ttiis gateway is called 
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tfte BAYtlE,* and from- the stvle, has \iiV- 
d'Oiibtedly been erected in the foiirteejith 
century, probably about 1388, when Rich- 
tfd II. jo^rantiBd licence to the canons to on - 
close- and fortify the priory. The eastern 
front consists of one wide arch, which dae« 
mi t appear to have, at any period, been 
provided with ^ates : the western, of a l«f4 
ty arch above the carriage-way, and a 
fttoaller one or postern, for the convenience 
of foot pRHseug'ers : both these entrance^ 
have been protected by massive g'ates, the 
hooks of which still retain their situations. 
The vaulted roof of this gateway is a 
striking specimen of the art; the ribj^ 
are of free-sti>ne and the angular comr 
partments of chalk, M'hich, on account of 
its lightness, was much used in this kind of 
.roofing : the cross-springers rest on four 
sculptured figures, in monastic habits; one 
js represented as elevating a shield charged 
with a dagger ; another, in the act of play- 
ing on the bagpipe ; the remaining two pre- 
sent no peculiarity. On each side of the 
thoroughfare is a strong* and gloomy apart- 
ment ; that on the north is used as a place 

» M ill ■■■ ! ■ ■ I ■■ ■ ■ II . II ■ .1 ■ I ■ 11 

* •• • 

•^ Prenl the Normftn Bails, a prison, or place of security. 
Ill^94rn8, aecorUing to Grokb, the appellation of Uaixiju^ 
was'g^iven to any wi»rk fenced with paliisades, and sometiines 
masoory, coveriog the suburbs. 
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of temporary confinement for delinqnentli 
aud is called the Kit-cote^ a name pcobably 
coeval with the buikling, the place' appear- 
iiiif to have originally been intended for \i% 
pref^ent destination.* Above are i^maU 
chambers, and over the whole an apartment 
At present occupied as the National schooU 
room for boys, except a part at the south** 
ern end which is separated by a ceiling and 
fitted up as a Towrt-hall, wherein the pub»i 
lie business of the town is transacted. 

The FAtRS are held on the Monday 
before Whitsunday, and on the 21st. of 
October, principally for horned cattle, wool- 
len cloth, and toys, in a large open area, 
between the Bayle and the Church, called 
the Greerif which has, in all likelihood, beeu 
the ancient Market- place. On the southern 
verge stands the parish Poor-house, a large 
old building, unhappily crowded with in- 
mates. From this area a lane, which bear* 
the name of Apple-garth lan€y has undoubt* 
edly led to the orchards of the monastery.. 
At a short distance from this lane are twa 
circular mounds of earth, 104 yards asunder, 
called BuU'hitls, thrown up for the practice 

<r In St. William's chapel, whieh formerly stood on the bridg* 
over the Ouse, at York, was the city prison, for felons, ccM»- 
nonly called the Kiocotb.. 
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of archery before the introduction of fire- 
arms.* A little beyond, is an ancient fish-* 
pond, about 370 paces in length, called, at 
thq dissolution of the priory, tne grate pondf 
but which, from the time of Charles I., ha« 
borne the name oi long river ; a smaller one, 
tiearly adjoining', called, by way of distinc* 
tion, the short river^ is now nearly filled up^;. 
1^ ear the long river, which is now planted 
with osiers, ai-e numerous vestiges of an- 
cient incjosure, in some places so consider- 
able as to assume an appearance of lines of 
defence* Seven or eight years ago, on le- 
velling an old bank, the foundation of a 
.strong stone wall was discovered, extendi 
ing 150 yards westwai*d, about midway oC 
the pond. 

Nearly a mile from the town stands the 
Port or Quay, which within the last 50 
years, has, from an inconsiderable villsii^^, 
become a neat, lively, and populous town.- 
Thft streets being remaricably spacious, and 
the honsesin ereneral modern and well-builf,. 
produce a striking contrast to the form of 



*In 5 Edw. IV. an act was passed^ comma ndincr everf 
Eng'ishmaii to have a bow of his own height ; and that Bum 
should be provided in ever^f township|..at which the inhabv->- 
tants were obliged to exercise, every feast day and- huliJtj,. 
or be subjected to eorlaia peaaltiesr 
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tlie:parent town. The inns and iheps ave 
ef u superior class ; and the nimiber 6f tfa# 
latter is much encrea«ed by migratory tra4 
ders, duriog the summer months. Dming 
the flight of 30 years, Bridlington^Qimy . 
has attained considerable celebrity as a wa* 
tering and sea-bathing place, and the influx 
of visitants has occasionally been so great 
fts to exceed the means of uccommt)dation ; 
although the lodging-houses are numeitniss 
and commodiously furnished. '^The Quay 
luis many attractions for those who have -a 
taBte for the quiet and peaceful scenes of 
life ; magnificence is not essential tobappi*- 
ness, and the pi'omenades exhibit as cheieri. 
ful countenances as are to be seen at Bath 
or Brighton." The amusements are rathel* 
circumscribed, and principally consist in 
riding and sailing : the former, notwith- 
standing the pre-eminent beauty of the en- 
virons, i» often superseded by the latter, 
which presents a greater degree of novelty 
to the inhabitants of inland districts. Thje 
facilities for aquatic excursions are peculi- 
arly inviting ;* and even those who may be 



• ♦Few parties omit, at some opportunity, 1o visit the sub- 
lime seenfry of tNamborough-lieHti, distant about five mil'iBii. 
A visit to thi» celebrated promontory becomes indelibly lixcd 
on the mind: — the iolty and beetling chalk-rocU, iinged 
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too much indisposed or too timid to avail 
themselves of the exercise, will find a high 
degree of gratification in beholding the 

"stately fleets, 
That pr.oiKUy bear their bulk along, and shade 
Old Neptune's green domain with swimming woods, 
Pregnant with wanton winds; and painted l)arks, 
On gfles of pleasure borne, or business bent, 
That glide incessant o'er the.shifting scene." 

. The ocean, at ail times an interesting 
object, is particularly so when traversed: 
by the fleets of commerce ; the bay of Brid- 
lington, in this respect eminently distin- 
guished, is frequently enliveiafced by fleets of 
light vessels bound for the north and de- 
tained by contrary winds: "the sight of twa 
^r three hundred sail of vessels of all deno- 
minations, after having been wind-bound 
for several days, all at the same instant get- 
ting under weigh, and eager to steer to 
their respective ports^ with the first favoura^ 



with the brown and sodening hues with which Nature ever 
covers her mare giftrtng productions — the tnooncolvabie num- 
ber of sen-fowl,. literaUy covering the rocks and darkening 
the r.'.r — the hoarse dashin!? of the waves at the base of the 
qlifl^, rendered more solemn by the reverberation from 
•numerous and extensive caverns — all conspire to hold 
Ibrgetfulness at defiance. The summit ofthe steep is crested 
ky a.m4.xnifi<oent ught-^hoij^e, erected urrdev the patronage 
-of Lite Elder I3rethreji ofthe Trinity-house, Ueptfurd Strand, 
Loudon, and completed in a style 'Superior to every other of 
.the siame eias9 in the uuited kingdom.** The ligfhts w^ro ticvt 
exiiibitcd un the (Uii. of jJt;ccmU6r, 1806. 
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bfe breeze, fs a scene to be witnessecP ott 
few parts of the coast of Engliincl.'* 

The Beaeh^a fine liard sand, affords, at 

Tow water, an agreeable promenade, anA 

Ciirnfehes many elegant and valuable speci- 
mens of miaierals and fossils ; productions. 

found in great variety iti the shops of the 
lapidarie*. The gentle declivity of the sur- 
face is peculiarly ftivourable to sea-bathing r 
and the exhilerating^ prospect of nnme- 
rous machines, some in the water, some- 
on the beach, and others m m6tion,, while- 
the advancing sun of a cloudless summer- 
morning pktys en the agitated water, is not 
among the least enticing of watering-place 
allurement!?. Warm and eold sea- water 
baths, for the accommodation of invalids,, 
are provided m rooms replete with conve* 
nience, built beneath the terrace ; an esta?- 
blishment of great anckacknowledged utilit)-.. 

The Chalybeate spring issues in a small 
and pleasant garden, near the Subscription- 
mills, at about five minutes* walk from the 
Quay. Nicholson, in his Dictionary of 
Chelni^try, remarks that this *4s a brisk 
chalybeate water, and resembles those of 

Scarborough and Cheltenham, though it 
seems, to. b6 less purgative/* Numerous 
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Jiprangs of this nature are to 1>e found 
♦oozins: from. tlie cliffs on each side of the 
Quay. These and other springs consider- 
ably accelerate the destruction of the cliffs, 
which, being lofty and composed principally 
of loam ana clay, frequently tumble in im- 
mense masses : so great has been the quan- 
titj of ground thus lost, that a row of houses 
on tlie verge of the cli&was taken down in 
ISID; and }sevei*al of the more aged in- 
habitants can recollect the existence of a 
street, with a carriage-road behind, yet far- 
ther to the south. 

Three merchant-vessels having been cap- 
tured at a short distance in the bay by a 
hostile privateer, in 1779, seven pieces of 
-cannon, long twelve-pounders, were added 
to a magazine adjoining to the town, on the 
north-east, which had stood from a period 
beyond the reach of memory. About the 
year 3794, a valkim was thrown up, and 
the pla<:e defended Jby a moat and a draw- 
bridge. A battery of two eighteen-pound- 
€rs was also raised in the lordship of Hii- 
devthorpe, a little to the south-west of the 
"Quay ; thus securing the. entrance of the 
.harl)Our by a cross-fire at right-angle. The 
Hilderthorpe battery ivas destroyed b} the 

falling of the cliff, about 1805; but the 
other survived until 1813, when, in conse- 
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qn(»nceofthe breast- work facing the sea 
having', what w <»iiiphaticiilly termed, **gonc 
over the clitf/' the guns and stores wei'c re- 
moved to the garrison at Hull. The em- 
buiikments were levelled and the greater 
part of the magazine taken down, a few 
years afterward. 

Four companies of Volunteer Anfantry ^ 
including one of artillery-men^ were em- 
bodied at Bridlington, in May, 1794; and 
continued, with the exception of a trifling- 
intermission at the peace of 1802, until the 
establishment of the Local militia in 1809. 

Ship'huilding has never been carried on 

•with much enterprise in this place ; the vts- 

iscls built here are, however, held in hioh 

estimation for strength and symmetry. The 

quantity of shipping thrown into the chau- 

•nels of commerce, since the abolition of 

transport service by the peace, has had a 

deadening effect on the business, and still 

fewer vessels than formerly are now placed 

on the stocks. 

A liopery was established here ia 1789, 

which, during the war, was in bri^k aii*l 
profitable employ ; but the stagnation which 
has pervaded the shipping interest has 
greatly reduced the establishment. 
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In 1806, a Life-boat on the plan of IMr. 
Greathead was purchased of that gentle- 
man, at an expense of about 300/. defrayed 
by vohmtary contributions. The most happy 
results have attended the employment of 
this "one vessel sacred to humanity.' 
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The Wesleyan Methodists have a spacious 
chapel at the Quay ; and a new buildinjr 
called the Union-chapel is alternately used 
for the religious services of the Indepen- 
dents and the Baptists^ 

The earliest mention of the Harbour 
occurs in a mandate of king Stephen to the 
earl of York, commanding him to '^permit 
the Prior of Bridlington to have and to hold 
well and in peace the harbour of Bridling- 
ton as Walter de Gaunt and Gilbert, his 
ancestor, held the same." The piers were 
anciently kept in repair by the owners of 
the manor; but so limited was their extent, 
and so trivial the burden of keeping them 
in repair, that James I., in conferring the 
manor on Sir John Ramsey, professed it to 
be in reward of his services* A tremen* 
dous storm in November, 169G, so seriously 
injured these piers, that the inhabitants, in 
order to have them rebuilt, became neces- 
sitated to J^pply to parliament for assistance. 
In compliance, au Act was passed in l(i97, 

Q 
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in>posing certain duties on the imports and 
exports of the place, and on all vessels ta- 
king coals from the nortliern ports of Eng- 
land, together with an assessment on certaia 
kinds in the lordship of Bridlington, for the 
term of seven years,for maintaining and up- 
holding the said piers. The funds having 
proved insufficient for the intended purpose, 
a second Act was passed, in I7l<3, to con- 
tinue 14 years. But so much was the coast- 
ing trade and the size of the vessels em- 
ployed, on the increase, that a necessity 
arose for proportionally increasing the 
means of -accommodation ; to effect which 
another Act was passed, in 17)9, augment- 
ing the former duties, and extending thexsL 
to the year 1755. In that period the north 
pier was consideral^ly extended ^nd the 
greater part of the south pier built on a new 
foundation. In 1755 anothier Act was ob- 
tained for the duties and assessments to 
Imve cjontiauance until the j^ar 1791, when 
they were revived by a new Act, and con- 
tinued for 25 years longer. Under this 
Act a length of 60 feet of stone- work was 
added to the north pier, and 240 feet of tlie 
wooden-work, on the outer side, cased with 
stone, forming a parapet two feet in height, 
and attaching a cheering idea of security 
to the platfornr, whicli is a delightful and 
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much-freqtrentcd' parade. On the expira- . 
t»on.of the hxst Act, application was again 
made to the legislature for assistance ; and 
an Act, further increasing the duties and 
assessments, was passed in 1816, to conti- 
nue for 2*1 vears.- The commissioners 
tlierein appointed were empowered to re- 
build the piers with stone, either on the pre- 
sent or on any other foundations ; and ac- 
cordingly the first stone of a north pier, on 
a new faundation, was lard in the summer 
of 18 1&, on apian by Mr. Goodrrck, but 
the work has hitherto made little progress. 
The harbour is dry at low water, and has> 
a spring-tide flow of about 18 feet, at the 
entrance,which gradually diminishes in pro- 
ceedino^ upward. The situation, accord- 
fng to the report of Mr. Rennie, by whom 
it was surveyed in 1812, is the best which, 
could have been, selected on this part of the 
the coast". 

The most striking peculiarity in this 
harbour is an ebbing-and-flowing spring, 
discovered in July 1811, by the late Beur 
jamin Milne, Esq.,* at the depth of 43feet, 

^ To the scientific genius and unwearied persewrance of 
this gentlcnjan is Bridlington indebted for many of its most 
beneficial establishments. The daily post, the bath§,. the 
»I>cing in question, and the light-house at Flamborougrh; owe 
their origia to his activity audbenevolence.. Mr. Milne was 
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of which 28 feet were solid clay, and the 
h\st 15 feet a cretaceous flinty gravel. 
The water begins to flow so soon as the le- 
vel of the tide has arrived at about 4 feet 
beneath that of the bore, and continues the 
discharge until the tide has receded to its^ 
former level ; and this with the most unre- 
mitting regularity. A constant supply is 
obtained by means of a pump affixed to a 
reservoir capable of containing about 120O 
gallons. The Quality of the water renders 
ihc discovery of incalculable benefit, ma- 
king as near an approach to purity as i& 
perhaps possible for water to obtaiu with-- 
out being submitted to distillation. Mr. 
Hume, of Long Acre, by whom this water 
has been accurately analysed, observer that 



lu)rn at a village iu the oeighbourbood of Halifax, Oct. 15, 
1751, and appoinlcd Collector of the customs at this port in 
1791, where his talents und urhamiy firaeured him mach es« 
teem. He died on the 22nd. of Feb. 1819, and was iirterreil 
in the north aisle of the church ; wherd, aUhoug;h the noblest 
benefactor of Rridlington^ he has hiUierto slept without me- 
morial. Thfi fo)tawiii«^ stanza, by a gentiemao of this place^ 
must conclude this hasty and inadequate sketch : 

«*!» M iLNB then forijfotten ? His works answer, No ! 
And their voice, like the voice of the Toud^sounding deep^ 
Shall be heard, while its waters coatinue to flaw. 
And yon Edifice flames from the far-lighted steep. 
tiik^ Hs halo, difspread^ throtigh tfhe mista of the otetthy 
Hh hdn^r^i eclipft'd by no envious emotion, 
ihhroitgh t&6 vista of ft$e$ shall challenge devotion^ 
If lieQ Cbe spot is unlM^'wn, where bismshes shall sleep.'* 
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its specific gravity is U'Ol, distilled water 
being considered as 1000; and that one 
gallon contains about 17 cubic inches of 
carbonic acid gas, with the following nui- 
teriak, viz. 

Groins. 
of Carbonate of Lime {).Cy2o 

Muriate of Lime ,. 3.7o0 

Silex, and a smaller portiou } n lo" 

of Oxide of Iron \ ^'^^ 

13.500 

As a oommereial port, Bridlington cer- 
tainly holds utt inferior rank. The exports 
consist principally of corn and other agri- 
cultural produce to London ; and of horses 
and horned cattle taGermany and to Russia. 
The imparts, of coul from Sunderland and 
Newcastle, timber from America and the 
BaltiCj and general merchandise from 
London and Hull. A great proportion of 
the vessels belonging to this place is em- 
ployed in the foreign trade of the two last- 
named ports. - 

On the confiscation of monastic estates 
the MANOR and rectory of Bridlington be- 
came vested in the crown. The manor 
was granted by lease, in the 8th, of Eliza- 
beth, to twelve inhabitants of the town for 
the term of 40 years ; at the end of 25 
years, however, the lease became forfeited 
by the nan-payment of the stipulated rental^ 
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and writs were issiied against the default- 
ers for arrears of 2000/. The lordship was 
tlien granted on lease to John Stanhope, 
Esq. one of the gentlemen of the privy 
clmmber, at the same rental as held by the 
former lessees ; and four years afterward, 
37 Eliz., to ten inhabitants of Bridlington 
for 41 years. This lease, like the former 
ones, appears not to have been fulfilled, as 
James 1., in 1624, conferred the manor on 
Sir John Ramsey, recently created earl of 
Holderness, "as a reward for the great ser- 
vices the Earl had performed by delivering. 
His majesty from the conspiracies of the 
Gowries, and also for the better support of 
the high dignity to whicU he^had been late- 
ly raised/* On the earl's decease, his es- 
tates devolved to his brother Sir George 
Ramsey of Coldstream, in Scotland, of 
whom this manor was purchased in the 
year 1633, for 3260/., by William Corbett 
and twelve others of the inhabitants, in be- 
half of theinselves and all the other tenants . 
or freeholders within the manor. By a 
deed bearing date the 6th. May > 1636, Cor* 
bett and his associates were acknowledged 
joint lords-feoflFees of the manor, and were 
empowered to call to their assistance twelve 
others of the inhabitants to manage the af- 
fairs of the town. When the lords-feoffees 
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should be reduced to 6, the survivors were 
directed to elect 7 others from amon^ the 
assistants, and afterward choose so many of 
the inhabitants as should restore ^Aetr num- 
ber to twelve. The feoifees were also di- 
rected annually to elect one of their num- 
ber as chief lord of the manor, in whose 
name the courts should be called and the 
business of the town transacted. The elec- 
tion is still continued on the 2nd. day of 
February. — The manor in all its changes 
was charged with an annual fee-farm rent of 
1>32/. 17^. 5frf. which, in 1777, was paid to 
the Countess Tern pie, and is npw paid to the 
i-epresentatives of the late H.T.Jones, Esq.. 

The arms of the town, anciently one of 
the priory seals, are Party per pale, sable 
and argent, three Roman B's counter- 
changed. 

The lordship contains upwards of 2000 
4tcres, and has been enclosed pursuant to 
an act of parliament passed in 1768. > 

In the reign of Charles IL copper tokens ^ 
were issued by tradesmen in most of the 
commercial towns in England ; in which 
scale, if the tokens may be regarded as a 
a'iterion, Bridlington ranked respectably* 
None of these were larger, and some were; 
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much smaller, than the present farthinof. 
Oiie, circulated as a penny, was issned by 
Hal,,h Porter in 1670 : others, ^hich passed 
as halfpennies, were issued hy Nicholas 
Woolfe in 1665 ; by John Yates in 1666 • 
by Thomas Corbett in 1668 ; and one For 
the vse of t/ie poor of BvrUagton, in 1670. 
Two others without date, but belonging 
to the same period, were issued by \V il- 
liani Dickeson and. by Thomas Fenton, 
both of Bndlington-key. Silver tokens of 
one shilling- each were issued in 1811 an;!, 
irom a new die,.in 1812, by Cook and Har- 
wood of Bridlington, and others of the 
same value, by James Stephenson, of the 
Quay, in 1811. 

Numerous bequests have been made for 
the purpose of ameliorating the condition 
of the poor of Bridlington; the most re- 
nmrkable are those of William Hustler, 
Wilham Bower, and Henry Cowton. 

William Hustler, in 1637, founded a 
I'ree-f/rammar school, endowing it with 
^61. 13*. 4iL per annum for the salary of a 
master, and 13/. fe. 8d. for that of an usher, 
the inhabitants fitting up the court-house 
as a school-room. The offices of master 
and usher were united by a decree in 
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chancery in 1819, havings previously be- 
come sinecure ; 20 boys, sons of parishion- 
ers, are now instructed on this foundation. 

William Bower,'in his life time founded 
a school-house, and at his death, endowed 
it with a third part of the rental of certain 
lands at Cirdsall; but according to the 
inscription on his tombstone in the chancel 
of Bridlington church, with 201. per annum, 
ibr ever, "for maintaining and edvcating of 
the poore children of Bridlington and Key 
in the art of carding, kniting and spining 
of wooll." The education is at present 
confined to knitting^ in which twelve chil- 
dren of poor parents receive gratuitous 
instruction. 

Henry Cowton, by Will dated April 
10, 1696, demised \SL per annum to the 
minister of Bridlington for a sermon to be 
preacheil every Wednesday ; 6^. Sd. week- 
ly to be distributed in bread to such poor 
parishioners as should attend divine service, 
and l5. Or/, weekly to the parish clerk for 
\n» care in seeing the bread duly distribu- 
ted. These donations were to be paid from 
the rental of certain lands bequeathed for 
tliiii^ purpose, and tlie residue distributed 
among the poor of Bridlington^ Bridling- 
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ton-Quay, and Hunmanby, for ever. These 
lands at present let for about 170Z. per 
annum* 

The National schooly established in 1818, 
on the Madras system, contains from 100 
to 130 boys; a similar institution for girls 
has not hitherto been established, though 
at present in contemplation, with lively 
hopes of success. Fourteen private schools 
afford ample means of instruction to tlie 
rising generation of both sexes, and, hap- 
pily, the necessity of implanting tlie seeds 
of knowledge in the ductile mind of youth 
has become more properly appr.eciated. 
than in the generations of our fathers. 

The following progj'essive statements, of 
the population will present a correct view, 
of the extent of the town at the respective 

periods. Bridlington> with the Quay, 
contained 

hovses inliabitatifs ma^es females 
in 1801 7tt7 3180 

1811 869 3741 1706 2035 

1821 953 4276 1951 23!^ 

From the aggregate of these statement* 
appears the following average annual, 
increase : — 

houses inbabttanttv 
Fr^m 1801 to 1811 about 16^ 61 

1811- to 1821 8f fiSji^ 

1801 to 1821 1^^ 57| 
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Tlie environs of Bridlinj^ton present few* 
er of the overpowering-ly-grand than of the 
soothinoiy-beaatifal productions of nature. 
Thewohis, the most magnificent range of 
chalk-hills in tlie kingdom, afford an ample 
field for investigation to the antiquarian, 
the naturalist, the sportsman, and the 
draughtsman. The deep and narrow val- 
leys by which this region is intersected 
impart in many places, a romantic air to 
the landscape ; which will, in a few years, 
receive an additional charm from the vari- 
ed hues of the fir, of which extensive plan* 
tations have l)een formed* Southward ex- 
tends the level and fertile district of Hoi- 
derness, formerly one vast marsh ; but now, 
by continued drainage and proper manage- 
ment, brought into a state of high cultiva- 
tion. The whole of the immediate neigh- 
bourhood is exclusively agricultural, no 
manufactory being established nearer than 
at Wansford, a village about twelve miles 

distant. 



Such is the historical outline of Brid- 
iin<rton; an outline which, were the figures 
heiglitened and arranged by the hand of a 
master, would constitute a most brilliant 
and attractive picture. 



CORRECTIONS. 



Page 95 line 90 for eighty-eight read 
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27 
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13 
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143 
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22. 23, 


obscurity 



iifty-eigbt> 
Yorkshire. 

principal' 
orthography- 
of Jerusalem. 

Add in us. 
Wethleng- 

increase, 
revisit iug. 

Fountains. . 

style. 

jurisdiction, 

increased. 

demolished. 

magnificent. 

1812 

uacertaintjr. 
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